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Volunteer firefighters, EMS honored at banquet

Kids often play cops and robbers 
and pretend to be doctors and firemen 
in their back yards or during recess, 
but a dedicated group of  kids who be-
came adults no longer play pretend. 

They live it.
Not all of  those kids grow up to be 

paid firefighters and emergency medi-
cal services personnel, blasting water 
from big red trucks and saving peo-
ple’s lives in the back of  an ambu-
lance, but that hasn’t stopped the 
group of  men and women who were 
honored Thursday night for their vol-
unteer services by Sumter County 
Fire Department and EMS officials.

“It takes somebody who is dedicated 
and committed to public service,” said 

Bobby Hingst, director of  Sumter 
County EMS, at the volunteer fire-
fighters and EMS awards banquet at 
Sumter County Civic Center. “You’re 
not gonna get rich. If  that’s your am-
bition, stay away from public service. 
But the feeling of  helping people, it’s 
immensely overwhelming at times.”

Hingst has been in the business 
since 1998 and said he appreciates 
both the volunteers and the partner-
ship EMS has with the fire depart-
ment. Most fire calls respond with an 

ambulance, he said.
“It’s very fluent on the scene. Every-

body knows what’s got to be done. It’s 
seamless,” he said. “They do a great 
job, and the thing about the volunteers 
is they get up out of  their bed, some of  
them leave their families at dinner-
time. They sacrifice a lot to make sure 
we’re able to do what we do.”

The difference in paid, full-time fire-
fighters is not skill level or service. 

Top first responders 
of the year named
BY KAYLA ROBINS 
kayla@theitem.com

SEE AWARDS, PAGE A7

Lee Correctional inmates strike a chord with musicians 
of Carnegie Hall to create, perform 90-minute musical

PHOTOS BY MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM
Inmates perform during a musical with Carnegie Hall musicians at Lee Correctional Institution in Bishop-
ville on Thursday.

W
ithin 
walls 
wired 

with razor-sharp coils, a 
group of  men dressed in 
prison tan gathered, or-
ganized, rehearsed with 
one goal. They would be 
heard.

Inmates held in their 
hands something they chose 
to help get their message 

out. Some items were large, 
some small.

   “Standing up for what’s  
       right / It’s not a debate /  
       It’s a fight.”

The scene on Thursday in 
the chapel at Lee Correctional 
Institution in Bishopville, one 
of  the state’s most dangerous 
prisons with a track record 
that includes a six-day stand-
off  in 2015 and fatal stabbings 
as recently as February, fea-
tured descriptions that could 
be taken out of  context to in-
sinuate such sinister actions. 
That was not the case.

Inmates involved in Decoda, 

a nonprofit chamber ensemble 
that, for six years now, has 
brought Carnegie Hall musi-
cians to the maximum-securi-
ty prison for male offenders 
often sentenced to decades of  
incarceration for violent 
crimes, used the large and 
small items — guitars, a drum 
set, a trumpet, a saxophone, 
microphones — to perform 
“Lincoln Portrait: Part 2.” The 
men wrote lyrics, melodies, 
instrumentals and skit scripts 
for the 90-minute show mod-
eled after the Broadway hit 
“Hamilton: An American Mu-
sical.”

BY KAYLA ROBINS 
kayla@theitem.com

Inmates perform their roles during the musical at the prison, one of the state’s most dangerous.

SEE MUSICAL, PAGE A7

Former POW shares 
leadership concepts 

A leadership expert from a simi-
lar background but with likely a 
different perspective on the con-
cept spoke to about 400 airmen at 
Shaw Air Force Base on Friday. 

Retired Air Force Col. Lee Ellis, a 
former Vietnam prisoner of  war, 
addressed members of  the 20th 

Fighter Wing on Friday as part of  a 
motivational speaking engagement 
called “Leading with Honor.”

A POW for five-and-a-half  years 
at the Hanoi Hilton in North Viet-
nam during the Vietnam War, Ellis 
shared many familiar “leadership 
checklist” concepts — such as the 
importance of  courage, staying 
positive and being resilient — but 
also shared some deeper concepts 
only learned through faith in God 

BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

SEE ELLIS, PAGE A8

Retired colonel who served in Vietnam explains lessons he learned

MORE ON COL. LEE ELLIS

To read Ellis’ leadership blog or watch 
videos released monthly, go to www.
leadingwithhonor.com.

Bars behind bars 
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If  you've ever been told to walk a 
mile in someone else's shoes to un-
derstand where they're coming from 
or what they're experiencing, you 
can do so while also raising money 
for a sexual violence prevention non-
profit.

Sexual Trauma Services of  the 
Midlands is hosting its Day of  Heal-
ing on Tuesday, a 24-hour fundrais-
ing effort for the group's ninth-annu-
al Walk A Mile In Their Shoes event 
later in the week.

The Day of  Healing event encour-
ages the 1,300 registered WAM par-
ticipants to raise at least $10 for sur-
vivors of  sexual assault, STSM and 
the no-cost services the organization 
provides in the fight against sexual 
violence.

"Ten dollars provides a change of  
clothing to a survivor in the hospital 
who has their clothing confiscated 
during the evidence collection pro-
cess of  a sexual assault exam," said 
Mary Dell Hayes, executive director 
of  STSM, a United Way community 
partner that serves Sumter, Claren-
don, Richland, Lexington and New-
berry counties.

STSM provides free support to sex-
ual assault survivors including a 24-
hour crisis hotline, hospital accom-
paniment, court accompaniment, 
personal advocacy and individual 
and group counseling.

The WAM event will take place at 
the South Carolina Statehouse 
Grounds on Thursday at 5:30 p.m. 
The family friendly event encourages 
the community to stand up against 
sexual violence in the state and stand 
with survivors.

Interested individuals can donate 
online at www.walkamilesc.com/do-
nate, on STSM's Facebook Fundraiser 
hosted by Hayes or at the Day of  Heal-
ing percent night from 4 to 10 p.m. at 
PDQ Columbia, 4456 Devine St.

"We ask all Walk A Mile partici-
pants and individuals in the Mid-
lands to show their support of  end-
ing sexual violence in our communi-
ty and help us break a record," Hayes 
said. "Raise $10,000 in 24 hours for 
survivors of  sexual assault in South 
Carolina."

BY KAYLA ROBINS 
kayla@theitem.com

24-hour fundraiser 
to support sexual 
violence survivors

COLUMBIA (AP) — South Carolina 
debated seceding from the Union more 
than 150 years ago, one of the opening 
salvos of the Civil War. Now, the topic 
has come up again, amid a national de-
bate over firearms and gun rights.

A trio of state House Republicans on 
Thursday quietly introduced a bill that 
would allow lawmakers to debate seced-
ing from the U.S. "if  the federal govern-
ment confiscates legally purchased fire-
arms in this State."

Rep. Mike Pitts, the measure's chief  
sponsor, acknowledged Friday in an in-
terview with The Associated Press that 
the bill has no chance of passage this 
year but pledged to continue to raise the 
issue based on what he described as a 
defense of the Bill of Rights.

"Without a Bill of Rights, our nation 
is not what it is," Pitts said. "I see a lot of  
stuff where people even talk about total-
ly repealing the Second Amendment, 

which separates us from the entire rest 
of the world."

Pitts, an ardent supporter of gun 
rights, said he had been mulling such a 
proposal for a while and felt it was nec-
essary to bring the bill forward. He said 
he wasn't spurred by recent comments 
by retired Supreme Court Justice John 
Paul Stevens, who recently wrote in an 

op-ed that a repeal of the Second 
Amendment "would be simple and 
would do more to weaken the N.R.A.'s 
ability to stymie legislative debate and 
block constructive gun control legisla-
tion than any other available option."

South Carolina was the first state to 
secede from the Union before the Civil 
War, voting in December 1860 to make 
the decision based on "increasing hostil-
ity on the part of the non-slaveholding 
States to the Institution of Slavery." 
Other states have proposed secession-
related measures. In 2013, several coun-
ties moved to secede from Colorado and 
form their own state, an unsuccessful 
movement in part driven by new gun 
control laws passed by the Democratic 
legislature.

A proposed ballot measure seeks to 
make California an independent nation, 
but proponents failed to gather enough 
signatures. Technically, the initiative 

would have formed a commission to rec-
ommend avenues for California to pur-
sue its independence and delete part of  
the state constitution that says it is an 
inseparable part of the United States.

The measure would also instruct the 
governor and California's congressional 
delegation to negotiate more autonomy 
for the state.

South Carolina's bill, co-sponsored by 
Reps. Jonathon Hill and Ashley Tran-
tham, has no real chance this session, 
although Pitts said he would be sure to 
re-introduce it for debate next year. The 
deadline for bills to move from one 
chamber to the other is April 10.

Pitts, a longtime law officer and Army 
veteran, said his bill isn't a call for se-
cession but merely a proposal to make 
the action possible if  events warrant.

"I'm not promoting secession. I served 
this country, and I don't want to see it 
broken up."

S.C. representatives offer secession bill over guns
‘I’m not promoting 

secession. I served this 

country, and I don’t want 

to see it broken up.’

REP. MIKE PITTS

Longtime law officer, Army veteran

LOCAL BRIEFS
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Eta Zeta Omega Chapter of  Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. and Na-
tional Alliance On Mental Illness of  
Sumter County will host a mental 
health awareness walk from 6 to 7 
p.m. on Wednesday at Dillon Park, 
1210 Clara Louise Kellogg Drive. 

The walk is free and open to the 
public. 

The event is sponsored by AKA 
sorority, NAMI and Mental Health 
America of  Sumter County. 

Mental health walk at 
Dillon Park on Wednesday

Phyliss Clark, retired U.S. 
Army veteran and a member of  
the Sumter Combat Veterans 
Group, presented a check in the 
amount of  $9,029.33 to Rebecca 
Jordan, executive director of  the 
Central chapter of  the American 
Red Cross Palmetto SC Region. 
The money was collected during 
the Tom Garrity BBQ Firefight-
ers' Challenge held in November 

Red Cross gets check from 
Tom Garrity BBQ Challenge

What will Sumter School Dis-
trict's Board of  Trustees do with 
the district administration's school 
consolidation proposal is the big 
question heading into its upcoming 
meeting on Tuesday at Lakewood 
High School.

A district staff  member distribut-
ed the meeting agenda to the media 
last week.

The agenda states the board will 
take some action related to the pro-
posal on Tuesday after returning 
from executive session behind 
closed doors. 

Before that, in open session, In-
terim Superintendent Debbie 
Hamm will provide more informa-
tion on the proposal during her reg-
ular report to the board.

At the board's last meeting on 
March 26, Hamm —– in her report 
to the trustees — pulled a potential 
merger of  Rafting Creek Elementa-
ry School into Hillcrest Middle 
School as a revamped K-8 magnet 

school from her original consolida-
tion proposal. Hamm said she did 
so after obtaining information from 
an independent facilities' consul-
tant on extensive work necessary to 
upgrade Hillcrest to accommodate 
more students. 

Following the March 26 meeting, 
Hamm said Rafting Creek Elemen-
tary would stay open for at least 
next school year in any proposal.

As of  last week, Hamm's revised 
proposal still included the consoli-
dation of  Mayewood Middle School 
at the end of  this school year into 
R.E. Davis Elementary School, 
which would become a revamped 
K-8 school with a magnet program 
curriculum, and the consolidation 
of  F.J. DeLaine Elementary School 
into Cherryvale Elementary School 
as a combined elementary school.

Following Hamm's original re-
lease of  the administration's draft 
proposal in early March, the dis-
trict and board held a series of  six 
"community conversation sessions" 
at different schools throughout the 
county to gather community input. 

Most community members in atten-
dance at each session said they 
were opposed to closing any 
schools, partly due to their belief  
that the area communities would 
deteriorate with the loss of  the 
schools. 

The three schools originally pro-
posed for closure all are low-enroll-
ment schools and have faced signifi-
cant enrollment declines in the last 
10 to 15 years, according to official 
data. 

When discussing the proposal at 
the March 26 meeting in open ses-
sion, board members seemed mixed 
on the consolidation plan, based on 
their comments. Some spoke in 
favor of  Hamm's proposals; others 
had concerns. 

To accommodate potentially a 
larger number of  community mem-
bers in attendance, Tuesday's meet-
ing will be at Lakewood High 
School's fine arts center. Like all 
board-related meetings, Tuesday's 
meeting is open to the public and 
public participation is listed on the 
agenda. 

Consolidation proposal headlines 
Sumter school board meeting
BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com

Deputies need help to ID 
robbery suspect

Authorities need the public's 
help in identifying a suspect in an 
armed robbery of  a Mayesville 

store from Friday night. 
According to a Sumter County 

Sheriff's Office news release, dep-
uties responded about 8:35 p.m. 
Friday to an armed robbery at 
The Station convenience store, 
5480 Florence Highway in Mayes-
ville. 

According to the release, deputies 
discovered the store clerk had been 
hit on the head by an unknown ob-
ject.

 Investigators reviewed footage 
from the store's security system and 
observed a black man (about 5'10", 
180 pounds), with a thin beard, 
wearing dark clothing, a black 
fishing/'boonie' style hat and a pair 
of  white gloves.

After the assault, the suspect 
went behind the counter and took 
money from the cash register and 
several other items before fleeing 
on foot, according to footage. 

 The victim was in stable condi-
tion Saturday at McLeod Health in 

Florence.
 Anyone with information is 

asked to call Sumter County 
Sheriff ’s Office Investigator Jen-
nifer Thomas at (803) 436-2002 or 
CrimeStoppers at (803) 436-2718 or 
1-888-CRIMESC. You do not have 
to give your name and could get a 
cash reward.
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Lakewood High School 
football team gives up 
spring break to give back.

BY SEANNA ADCOX
The Post and Courier of Charleston

COLUMBIA — A decade 
ago, it was still illegal in 
South Carolina to sell spe-
cialty beers with a higher al-
cohol content than a Bud-
weiser. But a succession of  
pro-craft-beer laws has creat-
ed a booming brewery busi-
ness in this Bible Belt state.

"We've certainly come a 
long way. There's never been 
a better time to be a brewer 
in South Carolina than right 
now," Brook Bristow, direc-
tor of  the South Carolina 
Brewers Guild, said.

Since 2007, the craft brew-
ery industry has grown from 
just a few to more than 50 
statewide, with the heaviest 
concentration in the Charles-
ton region.

In 2016, South Carolina's 
breweries produced 101,200 
barrels of  beer collectively 
and pumped an estimated 
$650 million into the state's 
economy, according to the 
Colorado-based Brewers As-
sociation.

Tom Davis, co-owner of  
Thomas Creek Brewery in 
Greenville, called the 2007 
law a "game changer."

Lifting the 6 percent alco-
hol-by-volume cap on beer 
"started the trend of  South 
Carolina embracing craft 
beer," said Davis, whose busi-
ness celebrates its 20th anni-
versary this year. Previously, 
Davis could make higher-oc-
tane beer but couldn't sell it 
anywhere in the state.

That "Pop the Cap" effort 
was followed by a 2010 law 
that allowed limited on-site 
sampling of  breweries' con-
coctions — 2 to 4 ounces per 
sample, depending on the al-
cohol content, of  up to four 
brands — provided custom-
ers first took a tour. It also 
allowed each customer to 
buy up to a case of  beer to 
go.

At the time, there were five 
craft breweries statewide.

Advocates sold the changes 
as a way to increase brewers' 
sales while boosting tourism 
— potentially making South 
Carolina a travel destination 
for beer connoisseurs, akin 
to wine enthusiasts trekking 
to Napa Valley, California.

But it wasn't until after the 
2013 "pint law" allowed cus-
tomers to buy up to three 
pints onsite that the industry 
really got brewing. The fol-
lowing year, legislators al-
lowed breweries to sell food, 
too.

"Before, while South Caro-
lina had a great tourism in-
dustry, it was not for beer," 
Bristow said. "Now that has 
changed completely. It is a 
big-time industry here."

Davis said the laws have in-
creased Thomas Creek Brew-
ery's sales and brought an in-
flux of  group tours, as well 
as customers who come to 
fill their growlers or grab a 
case.

The laws have also changed 
where breweries locate, as 
well as how they build and 
operate, said Davis, whose 
beer is sold in seven states.

"When we opened up, our 
only avenue for revenue was 
outside our doors. We were 
just looking for warehouse 
space. We had to build a tap 
room out of  something we 

didn't have," he said. "Now 
breweries are opening with 
the intent to sell onsite, 
building them like restau-
rants. ... It becomes about lo-
cation, location, location."

Freehouse Brewery opened 
along the Ashley River in 
North Charleston in 2013 as 
legislators debated the pint 
law.

"We were going for it either 
way," but the changes cer-
tainly helped, said co-owner 
Arthur Lucas. A busy week 
can bring hundreds of  tour-
ists, he said.

Freehouse's beer sales have 
increased five-fold since 2013, 
largely from onsite sales. The 
brewery didn't start canning 
its certified organic beer for 
grocery stores until last sum-
mer. Plans for 2018 include a 
major expansion of  the tap 
room, with screened porches 
where customers can hang 
out and enjoy the riverside 
view, Lucas said.

"When people are deciding 
where to visit, it used to be 
good enough to just be a 

brewery," Lucas said. "Now, 
with the competition, people 
are spending millions on 
beautiful tap rooms."

State Sen. Sean Bennett, a 
sponsor of  several pro-craft-
beer laws, said the industry 
has grown even faster than 
he expected.

Bennett, R-Summerville, 
said his own "affinity for 
craft beers" made him an ad-
vocate of  the brew masters 
he met.

"It was really pretty cool to 
watch," he said. "These are 
true American entrepre-
neurs ... excited about the 
companies they've built, but 
yet running headfirst into 
big brother governmental 
regulations that made little 
sense to those entrepre-
neurs."

Laws passed last year, 
which Bennett sponsored, al-
lowed breweries to partici-
pate in nonprofit events and 
let breweries sell liquor. The 
latter essentially erased the 
distinction between a brew-
ery and a brewpub, such as 
Edmund's Oast in Charles-
ton, which, as a brewpub, 
couldn't sell the beer it made 

beyond its own doors.
Despite the growth, South 

Carolina's brewery industry 
remains far behind North 
Carolina's, where 200 craft 
breweries produced 1.3 mil-
lion barrels of  beer in 2016, 
according to the national 
Brewers Association. It 
ranks North Carolina fifth 
nationwide in craft beer pro-
duction, while South Caroli-
na is ranked 34th.

South Carolina brewery 
owners say the biggest re-
maining difference is that 
North Carolina has cut out 
the middle man, allowing 
small breweries to sell direct-
ly to grocery stores and res-
taurants. In South Carolina, 
state law mandates a three-

tiered system involving dis-
tributors.

Rep. Leon Stavrinakis, D-
Charleston, a co-sponsor of  
the 2013 pint law, said he's 
heard grumblings about the 
distributor requirements and 
how that potentially inflates 
customers' costs, but chang-
ing that could be very diffi-
cult.

Bennett said he's open to 
the idea, but he also under-
stands distributors' resis-
tance to change.

They've "invested millions 
in capital to operate in the 
business they were told to 
operate under," he said. "I get 
the desire for an open sys-
tem, but we can't change ev-
erything overnight."

S.C. brewery business booms thanks to pro-craft-beer laws
Industry has grown to more than 50 statewide
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SALEM, Massachusetts — Most 
marathoners take 35,000 steps to 
reach the finish line. John Young 
needs 80,000.

The high school math teacher from 
Canada is part of  a rare and spirited 
breed of  athlete: those who've over-
come the daunting challenges of  
dwarfism to conquer the 26.2-mile 
distance.

Many endure not just the usual 
rigors of  training but cruel taunts 
from onlookers — "Hey, check out 
the midget" — as they put in their 
miles.

But Young, who lightheartedly re-
fers to himself  as an LP ("little per-
son"), has become an inspiration to 
others with dwarfism — and his ac-
complishments have won him re-
spect and admiration around the 
globe.

"A lot of  people in my life, especial-
ly when I was younger, said, 'You 
can't do that — you're too small. You 
can't do that — you're too short. You 
might get hurt,'" Young, 52, said at 
his home in Salem.

"I heard that a lot, and I used to lis-
ten," he said. "Now I don't listen."

Young is a member of  an elite club: 
Only four athletes with dwarfism are 
known to have completed marathons, 
and he's finished the most — 10 — in-
cluding four Boston Marathons and 
three New York City Marathons. He's 
also competed in 50 triathlons — in-
cluding Ironman Maryland — and 
his latest goal, starting with Boston 
on April 16, is to run 12 marathons in 
12 months.

He stands only 4 feet 4 inches, but 
he's the biggest little person Boston 
Marathon race director Dave McGil-
livray knows.

"He's an example of  somebody 
who's overcome his own physical 
challenges and inspired thousands of  

people to live their dreams," McGilli-
vray said. "He trains and competes 
just like every other athlete. He says, 
'I am who I am. I'm going to succeed 
at my level, and I'm going to feel 
good about myself.'"

That wasn't always the case for 
Young.

Born in Toronto with achondropla-
sia, the most common form of  dwarf-
ism, he grew up in foster care. "Peo-
ple asked, 'Are you going to be in the 
circus? Are you going to be a midget 
wrestler? Are you going to be an en-
tertainer?' And I was like, "No, I like 
school. I like math. I want to go to 
college,'" he said.

Young, who graduated as valedicto-
rian, swam and played street and 
pond hockey. But he never ran — 
doctors worried the pounding would 

cause back problems.
"They always said, 'Don't run, don't 

run, it's not a good idea, stay away from 
it,'" he said.

Over the years, Young's weight bal-
looned to nearly 200 pounds — danger-
ously obese for his height — and he de-
veloped sleep apnea. To shed pounds, 
he returned to the pool and took up cy-
cling. He entered a triathlon but 
skipped the run portion, still worried it 
might cripple him.

Finally, he caved, and he couldn't be-
lieve what he'd been missing.

"What I found was the more I ran, 
the less my back actually hurt," said 
Young, whose light running style en-
ables him to recover remarkably quick-
ly.

Colleagues noticed other benefits.
"When I first met John, he was fall-

ing asleep at his desk," said Eric Olson, 
who teaches math with Young at the 
Pingree School, a private academy in 
nearby Hamilton. "Today he's such a 
productive guy. He oxygenates his 
brain. He really is an elite athlete — he 
takes what he does super seriously."

Former student Veronica Monteiro, 
23, says Young inspired her to run her 
first Boston Marathon. "I look up to 
him so much," she said, giggling at her 
phrasing.

Young appreciates the humor. (He's 
been known to slip a subtle "Snow 
White" reference into a conversation: 
"I'm a little sleepy today. I'm also a little 
sneezy.") But he's not amused by oth-
ers' heckling or snickering — especial-
ly if  it's aimed at his wife, Sue Casey, or 
15-year-old son, Owen, who also have 
dwarfism.

His pet peeve: when strangers run 
past in a race and say, "Thanks for 
being out here."

"I'm like, 'Thank you, too,'" he said. "I 
know what they're trying to say. But 
I'm not out there for them. If  I motivate 
you because of  some part of  my story, 
that's great. But if  all you're looking at 
is the physical fact that I'm a little per-
son and I'm running, that's the wrong 
message."

Young's no speedster. He averages 13 
minutes per mile, and in marathons, he 
usually walks a minute for every nine 
minutes he runs. His personal best is 5 
hours 50 minutes.

But that's plenty fast enough to in-
spire.

His son now runs track and cross-
country, breaking his old man's 5K 
times. Little People of  America, a non-
profit group, hails him as a hero. And 
Young gets emails from the parents of  
children with dwarfism thanking him 
for being a role model.

"That's the part I treasure," he said. 
"I don't know how long I can keep 
doing it, but I don't have an end date in 
mind. I'm going to keep going as long 
as I can."

Marathoner with dwarfism defies doctor’s orders

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Marathon runner John Young, of Salem, Massachusetts, makes his way along a training 
route in Salem. Young was born with dwarfism, but that hasn’t stopped him from con-
quering multiple marathons and triathlons. 
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Auto-Owners Insurance offers broad, fl exible protection for your car 
and you! Choose from a variety of programs designed to fi t your 

needs. We also have many discounts available such as multi-policy, 
multi-car and good student discount.

Call or visit us today!

Byron Kinney

1170 Wilson Hall Road 
Sumter, S.C. 29150

469-3030
bynuminsurance.com

Shopping around for car insurance?

Sumter Civic Dance 
Company

Presents

THE 
GREATEST SHOW

April 27th and 28th
Patriot Hall • 7pm

Tickets are $10 in advance at Freed School 
of Performing Arts  and $12 at the door 
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1260 Green Hill Church Road, Alcolu, SC 
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Reverend Benny McCants 
Pastor of Oak Grove Baptist Church 
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T
he self-proclaimed 

“inventor” of  the 

mullet, a Gamecock 

alumna determined to get 

her rejected daughter ad-

mitted to her alma mater, 

and a thrift shop owner 

willing to do most any-

thing to get a low-budget 

zombie movie part are just 

a few of  the characters in 

“A Southern Girl’s Gotta 

Have It,” playing Saturday 

at the Sumter Opera 

House.

The comedy troupe Hot 
Mess Players, based in Char-
lotte, will bring to life with hi-
larity and respect characters 
most Southerners will recog-
nize, according to director and 
award-winning playwright 
Elaine Alexander, who also 
plays Verleen in “Down with 
Duane,” one of  the six stand-
alone comedies in the two-act 
show.

Verleen “has given up 
Krispy Kreme and Twinkies, 
determined to get back her 
figure, but can she give up 
Duane?” Alexander said of  
the play.

Alexander herself  is a 
“Southern girl,” having grown 
up on the family farm in Fay-
etteville, North Carolina.

“I know these characters,” 
she said.

After a successful career as 
a journalist, Alexander, who 
said she has “always acted on 
the side,” turned to playwrit-
ing, basing her characters 
and plots on “wild, outra-
geous people I’ve met grow-
ing up” in the South and on 
people she met while work-
ing at a Southern newspaper.

“I’ve worked in factories, 
as a waitress, and I played on 
a country club tennis team,” 
like several of  the characters 
she created, Alexander said. 
She credits a playwriting 
class taught by Terry 

Roueche, whose play “Ugly 
Art” premiered at the Sum-
ter Opera House several 
years ago, and “intensive act-
ing classes with J.D. Lewis at 
Actor’s Lab” for helping to 
get her started as a play-
wright and director.

The Hot Mess Players, Al-
exander said, are “really 
good actors,” who have stud-
ied and worked with teachers 
and trained with talented 
performers, some of  them 
Oscar nominees. “They’re all 

pros, with really great acting 
experience.”

All of  the plays were writ-
ten by Alexander, who noted 
that “They’re all scripted; 
there’s no improv. The show 
is very fast-paced with lots of  
physical comedy, but it’s a sat-
ire about outrageous, deter-
mined Carolina women.

“There’s music and shag-
ging, beauty queens, Miss 
Hushpuppy 1985 … .”

“A Southern Girl’s Gotta 
Have It” is a change for the 
Sumter Opera House’s Main 
Stage Series, Cultural Manag-
er Seth Reimer said, describ-
ing the play as “hilarious, 
quirky and oddly revealing to 
those born and raised in the 
South. … This is certainly 
something different” from the 
usual fare in the series.

The show opens with “Let’s 
Mullet Over,” set in Eunice’s 
Bait and Tackle, Beauty and 

Barber Shop with “Mullet 
Master” Beau E. trying to give 
a Northern customer his sig-
nature cut. But Eunice has 
different plans for the hand-
some stranger.

“The Great Divide” features 
a tennis match between a 
“Southern country club 
queen” and a “tough-talking” 
Northern transplant.

Other titles include “Hell-
bound for Gamecock Heaven,” 
“There Will Be Fruitcake” 
and “Die Zombie Extra, Die.”

Saturday’s presentation of  
“A Southern Girl’s Gotta Have 
It” will be the Hot Mess Play-
ers’ debut in South Carolina, 
although they’ve performed 
throughout North Carolina 
and elsewhere, Reimer said. 
Alexander’s satires have been 
performed in New York City; 
Los Angeles; Cuenca, Ecua-
dor; and Sydney, Australia. 

She is currently writing a 

full-length musical.
The Hot Mess Players will 

present “A Southern Girl's 
Gotta to Have It” at the Sum-
ter Opera House, 21 N. Main 
St., for one show only at 7:30 
p.m. on Saturday, April 14. The 
show is recommended for ma-
ture audiences — adults and 
older teenagers — only. Tick-
ets are $20 for general admis-
sion seating. Ample free park-
ing is available. For more in-
formation about this show and 
any other upcoming shows, 
visit www.SumterOperaHouse.
com or call (803) 436-2616.
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PANORAMA

SUMTER ART ASSOCIATION

President Patti Sosnowski called the 
annual business meeting of the Sumter 
Art Association to order on March 20 in 
the parish hall of the Church of the 
Holy Comforter. She welcomed the 39 
members who were present. 

Rosemary Drakeford gave a devotion-
al based on the image of God as the pot-
ter and us as the clay. She concluded 
with a prayer.

Andrena Ray read aloud the minutes 

from Feb. 20. There were no additions or 
corrections, and the minutes were ap-
proved as read. 

Exhibits chairman Linda Hogon an-
nounced a wide variety of cultural 
events and activities taking place in 
Sumter and the surrounding area, par-
ticularly noting that Art Association 
member Linda Brown and her husband, 
David, will have their art on display at 
Covenant Place until June 8.

Nominating committee chairman 
Becky Pritchard reported that Susan 
Brabham has agreed to assume the du-
ties of treasurer for 2018-19. Patti 

thanked Carla Young for her excellent 
service as treasurer during the past two 
years. 

Awards chairman Kathy Creech 
asked that any suggestions for deserv-
ing award recipients be communicated 
to her as soon as possible.

Mary Gene White read aloud seven 
letters of nomination for new members. 
Mary Gene conducted the election by 
secret ballot and announced that all 
seven nominees were elected. They will 
receive letters of invitation and, if  they 
accept, will be invited to attend our May 
meeting as new members.

Following the program, Patti an-
nounced that the next meeting will be 
April 17. She then adjourned the busi-
ness meeting and invited everyone to 
the tea table, thanking the hostess com-
mittee for their hospitality. Chairwom-
an was Marjorie Hooks, who also creat-
ed the beautiful table centerpiece. 
Randa Edmunds served as co-chair-
woman. Committee members assisting 
were Jeanne Anne Baldwin, Susan 
Brabham, Anna Bynum, Rosemary 
Drakeford, Margaret Hunter, Jeannette 
Price, Marian Shaw, Janice Stavrou, 
Debbie Thomas and Dottie Todd.

CLUB DIGEST

‘A Southern Girl’s 
Gotta Have It’ at 
Sumter Opera House 
Satirical comedy ‘hilarious, outrageous’

Melissa Bowden and Tom Ollis are 
Donna and Dwight, who are 
awaiting the arrival of their 
daughter returning home for 
Christmas break from her 
freshman year at college. When 
they learn she’s not coming 
home, Mama Donna sets out for 
revenge in the comedy-satire “A 
Southern Girl’s Gotta Have It.” See 
it Saturday at Sumter Opera 
House.

Keith Hopkins as self-proclaimed 
inventor of the mullet, Beau E.,  
gives boss Eunice, played by An-
gela Luksch, a trim at Eunice’s 
Bait and Tackle, Beauty and Bar-
ber Shop in this scene from “Let’s 
Mullet Over,” one of six shorter 
comedies in “A Southern Girl’s 
Gotta Have It.” The comedy will 
be presented Saturday in the 
Main Stage Series at Sumter 
Opera House.

PHOTOS PROVIDED
Award-winning playwright Elaine Alexander is a self-pro-
claimed Southern girl.

BY IVY MOORE
Special to The Sumter Item

WANT TO GO?
WHERE: Sumter Opera House, 21 
N. Main St.
WHEN: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, April 14
TICKETS: $20 general admission 
(adults and teenagers only)
MORE INFORMATION: (803) 436-
2616, www.SumterOperaHouse.com
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WEDDING

Hodge-Bostic
Kelley Alysa Hodge of  

Hartsville and Charles Bobo 
Bostic III of  Sumter were unit-
ed in marriage at 5:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 7, 2018, at Grace 
Baptist Church in Sumter.

The bride is the daughter of  
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Hodge 
Jr. and the granddaughter of  
Mrs. Lorene Norris and the 
late Mr. Lecile Franklin Nor-
ris, and the late Mrs. Ila Auro-
ra Hodge and the late Mr. 
James M. Hodge Sr., all of  
Hartsville. She graduated from 
Francis Marion University 
with a Bachelor of  Science in 
Nursing and from the Univer-
sity of  South Carolina with a 
Master of  Science in Nursing. 
She is employed as a nurse 
practitioner at Palmetto Heart-
USC Medical Group.

The bridegroom is the son 
of  Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bobo 
Bostic Jr. and the grandson of  
Mrs. Polly S. Bostic and the 
late Mr. Charles Bobo Bostic 
Sr., Mr. Bogan Carl Dees and 
Mrs. Patsy C. Dees and the late 
Mrs. Barbara Hall Dees, all of  
Sumter. He graduated from 
the University of  South Caroli-
na with a Bachelor of  Science 
in Business Administration. 
He is the owner of  Amerispec 
Inspection Services.

The Rev. Dr. Stephen D. Wil-
liams officiated the ceremony.

Music was provided by Sher-
ril Ray, organist, and Allison 
Nance and Debra T. Moore, vo-
calists.

Escorted by her father, the 
bride wore an ivory tulle and 
satin A-line gown featuring an 
embroidered sweetheart neck-
line. She carried a hand-tied 
bouquet of  white hydrangea 
and peach garden rose variet-
ies surrounded by garden 
greenery.

Whitney Carole Dixon 
served as maid of  honor, with 
Brittany Elizabeth Hughes as 
matron of  honor. Bridesmaids 
were Ashley Caroline Hodge, 

sister-in-law of  the bride; 
Kacey Nash Segars; Lauren 
Bostic Locklear, sister of  the 
bridegroom; Carli Young 
Cormell; Jordan Teale Tim-
mons; and Pearl Catherine 
Caroline Hughes. Bayley Gra-
cen Hodge and Grace Ann 
Locklear served as flower 
girls. 

The bridegroom’s father 
served as best man. Grooms-
men were Stephen McLaurin 
Lowder; Christopher Allen 
Locklear, brother-in-law of  
the bridegroom; Hayden For-
rest Harrington; Justin Wade 
Cromer; Daniel Todd Brown; 
Travis James Lamb; and 
James Cory Glasscock. Colton 
Louis Hodge and Hank Ar-
thur Hughes served as ring 
bearers. 

James Brandon Hodge and 
Kevin Norris Hodge, brothers 
of  the bride, served as ushers.

The reception was given by 
the bride’s parents at The 
O’Donnell House in Sumter. 

The rehearsal party was 
given by the bridegroom’s 
parents at their home.

Following a wedding trip to 
Riviera Cancun, Mexico, the 
couple will reside in Sumter.

MRS. CHARLES BOBO BOSTIC III

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA
TUSCALOOSA, Alabama — Angela Wil-

liams of  Sumter has been selected as an 
Honors College ambassador at The Uni-
versity of  Alabama for the 2018-19 school 
year. Honors ambassadors represent the 
Honors College at recruitment and alumni 
events and host prospective students dur-
ing campus visits. Honors College ambas-
sadors must be actively involved in the col-
lege; demonstrate knowledge of  college 
and campus resources and opportunities; 
and possess excellent public speaking abil-
ities.

TROY UNIVERSITY
TROY, Alabama — September Craft of  

Sumter has been named to the Provost's 
List at Troy University for Term 3 of  the 
2017-18 academic year.

The Provost's List honors full-time un-
dergraduate students who are registered 
for at least 12 semester hours and who 
have a grade-point average of  at least 3.65.

COASTAL CAROLINA UNIVERSITY
CONWAY — Phi Eta Sigma, a prestigious 

national honor society for freshmen, in-
ducted 135 Coastal Carolina University 
students on April 3 in the Johnson Audito-
rium in the E. Craig Wall Sr. College of  
Business Administration including Tionna 
Brogdon from New Zion and Gabrielle Rich-
bow from Rembert. Membership cele-
brates outstanding academic performance 
after the completion of  one full semester 
of  college work. The society is chartered 
on 378 different campuses across the na-
tion.

To be eligible, students must have held a 
3.5 grade-point average or higher during 
their first semester of  college.

Coastal Carolina University students 
hosted their mentees on CCU's campus on 
March 23 to give a real college experience 
to Horry County elementary and middle 
school students. The day was also meant 
to motivate those students to consider 
higher education in their own futures.

CCU students who participated were Kis-
hona Avant, Tiana James and Ra'quan Ben-
nett, all of  Manning, and Hannah Corvin 
and Brianna Hicks, both of  Sumter.

THE CITADEL
CHARLESTON — After weeks of  rigor-

ous training and tryouts, The Citadel Class 
of  2019 Summerall Guards were intro-
duced on March 24. The 61 rising-senior 
cadets held their first performance after a 
rifle exchange ceremony with the 2018 
guards. 

The following area cadets were among 
those selected to the Class of  2019 Sum-
merall Guards: Talmadge Johnson of  
Mayesville, William Watson of  Sumter and 
Keelan Kane-Yearman of  Sumter.

The Summerall Guards are a silent pre-
cision drill platoon first formed more than 
85 years ago. Through a unique series of  
movements based on the old military 
close-order drills, the Summerall Guards 
aspire to exemplify the precise and metic-
ulous training of  a Citadel cadet. The in-
tricate movements of  the drill are taught 
from one class to the next and have never 
been formally recorded. The platoon is 
named for Gen. Charles P. Summerall, for-
mer chief  of  staff  of  the U.S. Army and 
Citadel president from 1931 until 1953.

Earning the title of  Summerall Guard is 
one of  the highest honors that can be 
achieved by a member of  the South Caroli-
na Corps of  Cadets at The Citadel. The se-
lection process includes weeks of  Bond 
Volunteer Aspirant training. More than 
100 junior cadets who pass an initial physi-
cal fitness test progress to six weeks of  

BVA training and tryout sessions. They 
must perform military pushups, sit-ups 
and rifle-bearing training, exhibiting ex-
ceptional physical condition and stamina.

Jameson Totty of  Sumter received the 
Outstanding Freshman in Computer Sci-
ence Award from the Department of  Math-
ematics and Computer Science during The 
Citadel Academy of  Science and Mathe-
matics Awards Banquet on March 22.The 
banquet highlighted more than 50 out-
standing students, alumni and faculty in 
science and mathematics at The Citadel. 
This year, the event also displayed student 
research for 48 projects conducted through 
The Citadel Undergraduate Research Ex-
perience.

More than 80 men and women from the 
Reserved Officer Training Corps in the 
South Carolina Corps of  Cadets are being 
recognized for their academic and military 
leadership and excellence.

The Citadel ROTC departments provide 
cadets with officer training during college 
to allow them to begin their military ca-
reers as officers after graduation. Through 
the departments, which include Air Force 
ROTC, Army ROTC, Marines ROTC and 
Navy ROTC, The Citadel is one of  the na-
tion's proven producers of  top military 
leaders. This spring, more than 100 cadets 
are expected to commission to all branch-
es of  the military.

Annually, the departments nominate 
their finest cadets and active-duty stu-
dents for awards. This year's award recipi-
ents were honored on March 29 in McAli-
ster Field House. Local cadets who re-
ceived awards include:

• Katherine Walker (Navy) of  Sumter re-
ceived the Military Order of  the World 
Wars Award. The Military Order of  the 
World Wars Award is presented to one 
member in the second, third and fourth 
class from each branch of  service for their 
diligence in demonstrating military excel-
lence and outstanding accomplishments 
during the year.

• Keelan Kane-Yearman (Navy) of  Sumter 
received the Reserve Officers Association 
of  the United States Award. The Reserve 
Officers Association Award is presented to 
cadets who have demonstrated outstand-
ing competence in the arts and sciences of  
national defense.

SAFE FEDERAL SCHOLARSHIPS
SAFE Federal Credit Union named 18 

Midlands high school students as recipi-
ents of  its yearly college scholarships at 
its annual meeting March 19. The scholar-
ships, worth $1,000 each toward tuition, 
were awarded to public and private school 
students in the areas SAFE serves, based 
on financial need. The students were cho-
sen by their respective school districts.

“Education is the most valuable long-
term investment that we can make as a 
credit union,” Darrell Merkel, CEO of  
SAFE Federal Credit Union, said. “We rec-
ognize that these students will be the ones 
who lead us tomorrow, and we are hon-
ored to help them further their education. 
We salute each of  them.”

Area students receiving scholarships 
are:

• Joshua Clayton Pringle Jr., Scotts Branch 
High School;

• Deborah Lorraine Footman, Manning 
High School;

• Jailah Smith, East Clarendon High 
School;

• Marissa DeAnn Griffin, Sumter High 
School;

• Madison M. Kidd, Clarendon Hall;
• Harrison William Berry, Laurence Man-

ning Academy;
• James Edwin Walker, Robert E. Lee Acad-

emy; and
• Dazjuan Sy'Lek Butler, Thomas Sumter 

Academy.

CELEBRATIONS POLICY

Engagement, wedding, birth and wedding anniversaries (25th, 50th 
and above)  of local interest are published on Sundays except during 
holiday / vacation weeks. The normal deadline is noon on the preceding 
Monday. 

Forms may be obtained at The Sumter Item or downloaded from 
www.theitem.com. Click on the drop-down arrow next to the Lifestyle 
tab on the navigation bar of the site.

When fi lling out the form, please type or print all information, 
paying particular attention to names. Do not print in all capital letters. 

Photographs must be vertical and of reproduction quality and must 
be received by the Monday noon deadline.

For additional information, call (803) 774-1264.
Email wedding and engagement forms and photos to brides@

theitem.com. For additional information, call (803) 774-1264. Email 
birth and wedding anniversary forms and photos to sandra@theitem.
com. For additional information, call (803) 774-1226.

CAMPUS CORNER

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — As dogs 
and other animals are increasingly 
used in courts to comfort and calm 
prosecution witnesses, a few voices 
are calling for keeping the practice on 
a short leash, saying they could bias 
juries.

The use of  dogs in courts has spread 
quickly across the U.S. with a growing 
number of  laws and rulings in its 
favor — and, outside the legal world, a 
significant increase in the use of  emo-
tional support animals by the public.

There are now more than 155 "court-
house facility dogs" working in 35 
states, compared with 41 dogs in 19 
states five years ago, according to the 
Courthouse Dogs Foundation in Bel-
levue, Washington. And that's not 
counting an untold number of  "emo-
tional support dogs" that have been al-
lowed case by case in many states. 
Many witnesses have been child sexu-
al assault victims.

There has been a divide among 
judges, however, with some not allow-
ing dogs because of  potential bias 
against defendants. And many defense 
lawyers don't like the practice.

Having dogs and other emotional 
support animals in the witness box 
can illegitimately boost witness credi-
bility and prejudice juries against de-
fendants, Denver defense lawyer 
Christopher Decker argues. He has 

unsuccessfully fought the use of  dogs 
in criminal trials several times.

"I think it distracts the jurors from 
what their job is, which is to deter-
mine the truthfulness of  the testimo-
ny," Decker said. "It tends to imply or 
infer that there has been some victim-
ization. It tends to engender sympathy. 
It's highly prejudicial."

Facility dogs are trained to provide 
companionship without disruption in 
courthouses, prosecutors' offices and 
other legal settings. They work at 
courthouses all day, then go home 
with their handlers. Emotional sup-
port and "therapy" dogs are pets that 
can be registered with organizations 
and may or may not have been spe-
cially trained.

Proponents say dogs help reduce the 
anxiety of  traumatized victims, espe-
cially children, so they can overcome 
the stress of  telling their stories in a 
deposition room or courtroom.

"We need to address how traumatiz-
ing it is for children to go through this 
process," said Ellen O'Neill-Stephens, 
a former prosecutor who founded the 
Courthouse Dogs Foundation. "The 
whole point for me is I want to make it 
easier for people to engage in this pro-
cess without suffering additional emo-
tional trauma."

At least eight states have laws allow-
ing the use of  dogs to comfort children 

and other vulnerable witnesses. Simi-
lar proposed laws are pending in at 
least another four states, while court 
rulings in a handful of  states have set 
precedents allowing the use of  emo-
tional support dogs.

Ivy Jacobsen, of  Lake Stevens, 
Washington, said three facility dogs 
helped her get through the three trials 
it took before her father was convicted 
of  sexually assaulting her when she 
was a teenager. After two hung juries, 
he was convicted at the third trial and 
sentenced to 16 years in prison in 2013.

The judge in Jacobsen's case did not 
allow a dog to accompany her on the 
witness stand during the trials be-
cause of  objections by the defense. 
The animals helped her outside the 
courtroom, she said, during private 
questioning by defense lawyers, coun-
seling sessions and in courtroom hall-
ways after proceedings.

"It made it easier to talk knowing he 
was there," said Jacobsen, now 23 and 
a police officer, referring to one of  the 
dogs that helped her during a tense 

deposition. "I felt like he was in a way 
whispering toward me that everything 
was going to be OK. I was 16 or 17 at 
this time having to talk about very ex-
plicit, very uncomfortable things that 
I was not willing to say out loud."

It's not clear how, or whether, the 
dogs are affecting juries and verdicts 
because of  a lack of  research.

Studies by researchers at Wofford 
College in South Carolina involving 
mock jurors reviewing real cases have 
shown dogs have no effect on verdicts 
or witness credibility. The findings 
surprised the researchers, and they're 
trying to determine why there is no ef-
fect.

"We consistently find that the pres-
ence of  a dog makes no difference," 
said Wofford psychology professor 
Dawn McQuiston, a lead researcher. 
"It seems absolutely intuitive that it 
will elicit sympathy, that it will make 
the victim seem more like a victim, 
that it will make you feel sorry for 
them. We certainly expected these 
dogs would have an impact, so we 
were surprised when they didn't."

Dogs also are being used to comfort 
trial witnesses in other parts of  the 
world including South America, Eu-
rope and Australia. One jurisdiction 
in Australia recently rejected emo-
tional support dogs in courts, The 
Canberra Times reported.

For defenders and judges, 
comfort dogs do opposite

Ivy Jacobsen of Lake Stevens, Washington, 
said three facility dogs helped her get 
through the three trials required before 
her father was convicted of sexually as-
saulting her as a teenager. 

COURTESY OF IVY JACOBSEN VIA AP
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They go through the same training as paid 
firefighters and first responders.

Hingst said the EMS department gets an av-
erage of  63 calls a day in Sumter County, 
which are answered by seven ambulances.

“They work hard. They put in a lot of  
hours,” he said.

Awards were presented at the banquet for 
the top volunteer firefighters and EMS per-
sonnel, and attendees were treated to a key-
note speech from Dexter Davis, the team chap-
lain and character coach for the Atlanta Fal-
cons.

Davis, a Sumter native, member of  the ’87 
Sumter High School state championship foot-
ball team and Clemson University star corner-
back, made connections between being a first 
responder and a football player.

Both have to work as a team and have each 
other’s back, he said, but there is a main dif-
ference — in football when there is a break-
down, “we might give up a touchdown. We 
might give up a sack. You might give up a life.”

“What you do,” he said, “you’re the real he-
roes.”

Sumter County Fire Chief  Karl Ford said 
the volunteers cannot be thanked enough for 
what they do.

“The little bit of  pay they get, the stipend 
they get, is enough for gas. These people do 
this out of  the goodness of  their heart because 
they care about their community,” he said. 
“This type of  heart, the volunteer heart, is 
hard to get away from.”

Ford said volunteers initiated the fire ser-
vice when family members, farmers, “close-
knit groups in the community” needed fire 
protection.

Volunteer firefighters are on call instead of  
working shifts.

“When it gets in your heart, it’s hard to give 
it up,” he said. “You don’t like to see anybody 
lose anything, but you like to help.”

He said working with EMS and honoring 
them at the same banquet makes sense be-
cause they both are on one team, “just differ-
ent tasks, different duties.”

VOLUNTEERS 
HONORED 
AT BANQUET

Firefighter of the Year
Camrin Northrop, Cherryvale 
station
Officer of the Year
Sean Sutton, Wedgefield station
EMT of the Year
Renee King
EMT Manager of the Year
Kevin Moye
Advanced EMT of the Year
Hayward Pack
EMT Paramedic of the Year
Christopher McKenzie
Station Firefighters of the 
Year
Camrin Northrop, Cherryvale
Dana Cadena, Pinewood
David Walker, Graham
Kenny Reynolds, Pleasant Grove
Selena Smith, Mayesville
Michael Carnes, Dalzell
Amber Soward, Wedgefield
Edgar Sanders, Rembert
Justin McCoy, Concord
William Forte, Horatio
Brian Newman, Dubose
Nicholas Ireland, Bethel
Randy Jones, Oswego
Callie Bunyea, Beech Creek
Frank Nesbitt, Byrds
Richie Brogdon, Dabbs
Station Officers of the Year
Terry Holmes, Cherryvale
KJ Hall, Pinewood
Harold Nash, Graham
Ted Compton, Pleasant Grove
Xander Compton, Mayesville
David Bagwell, Dalzell
Sean Sutton, Wedgefield
Jeff Grant, Rembert
Robbie Watts, Concord
John Cavey, Horatio
Chris Mahoney, Dubose
Dan Thomas, Bethel
TJ Mullen, Oswego
Aaron Bunyea, Beech Creek
Roger Nesbitt, Byrds
Johnny Watts, Dabbs
Explorer of the Year
J-Quan Jenkins-Johnson
Career Center Student of the 
Year
J-Quan Jenkins-Johnson
Skills USA 2018 Teams 
Competition — Fire
Gavin Foxworth
Hunter Cockerill
Skills USA 2018 Team 
Competition — Medical
J-Quan Jenkins-Johnson
Kirkland Hanks

AWARDS FROM PAGE A1
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Dexter Davis, chaplain and character coach for the 
Atlanta Falcons, addresses volunteer firefighters 
and EMS personnel Thursday at Sumter County 
Civic Center.

a 90-minute musical performance,” 
Juilliard-trained cellist Claire Bry-
ant said. “And it’s not usual.”

Led by Bryant, Decoda spends a 
week with inmates in the BLIC 
(Better Living Incentive Communi-
ty) in workshops and rehearsals, 
culminating in the 
19-song perfor-
mance that spans 
the life and death 
of  the 16th presi-
dent.

BLIC opened 
after a riot at the 
prison in 2012 for 
inmates with a 
clean record while 
imprisoned. Ac-
cepted applicants 
live in a separate 
dorm, receive 
more lax security 
and can take classes.

“It’s a good outlet for the folks 
that are incarcerated. It gives them 
something to look forward to,” said 
Bryan Stirling, director of  the 
South Carolina Department of  Cor-
rections, of  Decoda. “And it’s a re-
ward for being on good behavior be-
cause if  you have any discipline or 
anything like that, you would not be 
able to participate in this program.”

The men involved are not the 
ones who took the guards hostage. 
They’re not the ones who murdered 
fellow inmates during fights. 
They’re the ones who spent a year 
researching the history of  Lincoln, 
from his eternal love for Mary Todd 
Lincoln (song No. 5) to the adversar-
ial members of  his cabinet (song 
No. 9) to the sudden death of  his 
young son, Willie (song No. 10).

       “Let it rain, rain on me /   
           Lord let this rain wash this  
           pain from me.”

“I was sitting there wondering 
where they got those lyrics from, 
and they explained they wrote them 
themselves. They match them to the 
music. They memorize it. It’s a lot 
of  talent,” Stirling said.

The show was performed in front 
of  other BLIC inmates, prison staff, 
visiting family members and the 
media, all of  whom got a sense of  
prison by separating themselves 
from cell phones, wallets and any 
communication to the outside while 
the inmates got a sense of  the out-
side by attending the show and 
using musical instruments, devices 

and situations not afforded to just 
any of  the more than 1,500 men in-
carcerated there.

“Security is also important,” Stir-
ling said, “but programming can 
keep an institution safe.”

He said he hopes the positive rein-
forcement the program gives in-
mates is a “glimmer that if  they do 
the right things that when they get 

out, they will 
have a future 
and they won’t 
come back to 
the Department 
of  Corrections.”

The connec-
tion to life on 
the other side 
of  the bars, the 
life where you 
can open your 
own door, is in 
the music for 
the 25-year-old 
inmate who 

played the central character — in 
asking for help from friends with a 
report on Lincoln, he introduced 
each number with a short skit.

“I always wanted to be an actor,” 
he said.

He said he wrote a play that was 
performed while he was at Kirkland 
Correctional Institution in Colum-
bia about a man who robbed a bank 
when his mother fell ill but that it 
was “mind-blowing to work with 
the ensemble from Carnegie Hall. 
They’re on a major scale.”

“I remember being 4 or 5 years 
old, and my mother got me and my 
brother rehearsing for talent 
shows,” he said.

Learning history through music, 
through writing lyrics for rock 
songs and rap ballads, helped him.

“If  I was a school principal, I 
would use music for the kids to get 
them to learn because I learned so 
much about Lincoln it’s ridiculous,” 
he said.

       “One day, I’m gonna be   
           somebody / One day, I’m   
           gonna make a change /   
           One day, I’m gonna be   
           somebody / One day, the   
           world’s gonna know my name.”

“Music here actually gives me the 
opportunity to escape from prison. 
These couple hours, matter fact this 
whole week working on the Lincoln 
project, I was not in prison,” he 
said. “All I had time to do was work 
on this, take a shower and lay 
down. So, it’s really an escape. So, 
it’s tranquility for me here.”

MUSICAL FROM PAGE A1

MICAH GREEN / THE SUMTER ITEM
A Lee Correctional Institution inmate 
sings with others.
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Hiring slows in 
March, but job 
market healthy

WASHINGTON — U.S. em-
ployers added a modest 
103,000 jobs in March after 
several months of  robust 
gains, though the govern-
ment’s overall jobs report 
Friday suggested that the 
labor market remains fun-
damentally healthy.

The unemployment rate 
remained at 4.1 percent, a 
17-year low, for a sixth-
straight month, the govern-
ment said. Average hourly 
pay ticked up, climbing 2.7 
percent compared with a 
year earlier.

The government also re-
vised down its estimate of  
job growth for January and 
February by a combined 
50,000. Still, during the past 
six months, employers have 
added a healthy average of  
211,000 jobs a month, evi-
dence that hiring in the 
United States remains 
strong and the economy on 
solid footing in its ninth 
year of  recovery from the 
Great Recession.

The pullback in hiring last 
month was likely payback 
for an explosive gain in Feb-
ruary, economists said. Em-
ployers added 326,000 jobs 
that month — the largest 
monthly haul in two years.

“Overall, looking through 
the volatility, employment 
growth is trending higher, 
and wage growth is starting 
to heat up,” said Paul Ash-
worth, an economist at Capi-
tal Economics.

Last month’s modest job 
gain may indicate that some 
employers want to hire more 
but are struggling to find the 
workers they need. A sepa-
rate government report last 
month showed that there 
was nearly one open job for 

every unemployed person, 
the lowest ratio on records 
dating back two decades.

Edward Daniel, chief  exec-
utive of  Metropolitan Health 
Services, says he has raised 
pay and sweetened benefits 
to try to fill his 740-person 
company’s roughly 80 open 
jobs. Daniel’s firm, based in 
Herndon, Virginia, provides 
services to hospitals, such 
as valet parking and “sit-
ters,” who stay with elderly 
or mentally ill patients after 

they’ve been sent home 
from operations.

“Across the board, hiring 
is a challenge,” Daniel said.

His pay for sitters has in-
creased from $10 to $12 an 
hour, mostly to keep up with 
raises at retailers and fast 
food restaurants.

The company now offers a 
401(k) to all employees after 
30 days on the job and pro-
vides a prescription drug 
discount card. By June of  
next year, it plans to pay 

half  its employees’ educa-
tional costs.

It’s a big change, Daniel 
said, from a decade ago, 
when the company offered 
no benefits at all.

Some of  the drop-off  in hir-
ing for March was likely 
weather-related, with late 
spring snowstorms blanketing 
the Northeast, closing con-
struction sites and potentially 
postponing shopping trips for 
spring clothes. Construction 
companies cut 15,000 jobs, the 

sharpest monthly drop in 
three years, after five months 
of  big gains. Retailers shed 
4,400 jobs.

Hotels and restaurants 
added just 4,300 workers, the 
fewest in six months.

Some higher-paying sec-
tors still posted solid gains: 
Manufacturers added 22,000 
jobs. Professional and busi-
ness services, which in-
cludes fields such as ac-
counting and architecture, 
gained 33,000 positions.

The U.S. economy appears 
to be sturdy, with the recov-
ery from the 2008-09 Great Re-
cession now the second-lon-
gest expansion since the 
1850s, when economists began 
tracking recessions and recov-
eries. Still, the expansion has 
been puzzlingly slow, with 
economic growth averaging 
just 2.2 percent a year — 
about a percentage point 
below the historical average. 
But its durability has been 
broadly beneficial.

BY CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AP Economics Writer

An employee of Aldi, 
right, takes an applica-
tion from a job appli-
cant at a JobNewsUSA 
job fair in Miami Lakes, 
Florida, on Jan. 30. 
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and during heavy trials and suf-
fering, he said.

On Nov. 7, 1967, Ellis, then a 
24-year-old combat fighter pilot 
in the Air Force, was shot down 
by the North Vietnamese, cap-
tured and held as a POW at the 
Hanoi Hilton until March 1973.

Now a corporate leadership 
consultant, speaker and author, 
Ellis shared lessons he learned 
from his own actions and those 
of  other American POWs at the 
camp on the importance of  per-
severing in “doing the right 
thing,” confronting your doubts 
and fears in life and being confi-
dent but staying humble.

Ellis said always doing the right 
thing and “not believing you’re a 
victim” was hard to do at the 
camp when constantly faced with 
torture and interrogation by the 
North Vietnamese Army.

While the enemy’s goal was 
getting anti-war propaganda 
from the POWs, Ellis said living 
up to the military code of  con-
duct and “returning home with 
honor, on our terms,” was the 
prisoners’ goal. 

“That was going to be the bat-
tle day after day because they 

wanted us to go the other way,” 
Ellis said. “Somehow, we had to 
find a way to stay positive. When 
you go negative and believe 
you’re a victim, you’re gone. 
Somehow, we’re going to fight 
this battle day by day, and we’re 
going to come out the other end.”

Ellis said the POWs needed the 
mutual support of  one another 
to do this. 

One of  the most fundamental 
leadership concepts, according to 
Ellis, is leading yourself  first and 
the necessity to change your be-
havior, if  necessary.

“Know yourself,” Ellis said. 
“Know the fact that you will be 
afraid and scared and put things 
off  sometimes because you have 
doubts and fears. Everybody’s 
got them. There are no perfect 
leaders, so managing yourself  
and growing yourself  is very im-
portant.”

Finally, Ellis said, great lead-
ers and successful people are 
able to accomplish the organiza-
tional mission and are also able 
to take care of  the people, as 
well. Their subordinates and oth-
ers know the leader cares for 
them. 

A critical piece to this, accord-
ing to Ellis, is being confident 
but also humble and not self-cen-
tered.

“This idea of  leading — and 
being a successful person even — 
it’s really about taking two 
things that don’t seemingly go to-
gether. They’re paradoxical, but 
you got to do both,” Ellis said. 
“And that’s the key to life and 
leadership — being able to do 
both. Knowing when to be friend-
ly and caring and when to be 
tough. You can be caring and 
tough. You can be tough and car-
ing.”

PHOTOS BY BRUCE MILLS / THE SUMTER ITEM
Retired Air Force Col. Lee Ellis, a former Vietnam prisoner of 
war, speaks to members of the 20th Fighter Wing on Friday 
at Shaw Air Force Base as a cover image of his book, Lead-
ing with Honor, is shown in the background.

ELLIS FROM PAGE A1
Retired Air Force Col. 
Lee Ellis, a former 
Vietnam prisoner of 
war, talks Friday at 
Shaw Air Force Base 
about being a POW as 
a war-time poster of 
himself is shown.
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Trump is threatening to repeat Obama’s mistakes

WASHINGTON — 
During the 2016 
campaign, Donald 
Trump excoriated 

President Barack Obama for 
“the way he got out of  Iraq,” 
which Trump said “was the 
founding of” the Islamic State. 
As president, Trump reiterat-
ed during a meeting with 
Iraq’s prime minister that “we 

should never 
ever have 
left. A vacu-
um was cre-
ated.”

Trump was 
right. 
Obama’s 
withdrawal 
did create a 
vacuum the 

Islamic State 
quickly filled. So why is 
Trump now threatening to re-
peat Obama’s mistakes by 
withdrawing U.S. forces from 
Syria? 

The president recently an-
nounced that U.S. troops will 
be “coming out of  Syria ... 
very soon” because “we were 
very successful against ISIS,” 
and it is time to “let the other 
people take care of  it now.” 
That is exactly the rationale 
Obama used when he pulled 

U.S. forces out of  Iraq.
The terrorists had been 

driven from their strongholds, 
and, according to then-CIA 
Director John Brennan, they 
had just “700-or-so adherents 
left.” So Obama decided, with 
the Islamic State apparently 
defeated, that it was time for 
the United States to come out 
and let Iraqis “take responsi-
bility for their country.” But 
when Obama took the boot off  
of  the terrorists’ necks, it al-
lowed the Islamic State to re-
group and reconstitute itself.

Trump corrected this cata-
strophic mistake when he 
took the gloves off  our mili-
tary and drove the Islamic 
State from its physical caliph-
ate. He deserves credit for this 
achievement. But the Islamic 
State is not defeated; it has 
simply reverted into an insur-
gency and remains a terrorist 
network with global reach. 
And it is not the only terrorist 
threat in Syria. Al-Qaeda also 
has an army there waiting in 
the wings to replace the Is-
lamic State. According to the 
Institute for the Study of  War 
and the American Enterprise 
Institute’s Critical Threats 
Project, “Al Qaeda ... is more 
dangerous than ISIS,” be-

cause although they share 
“the same aims as ISIS, in-
cluding the intention of  at-
tacking and destroying the 
West,” al-Qaeda is less fo-
cused on developing a physi-
cal caliphate and more on “in-
sinuating itself  inside Sunni 
insurgencies by harnessing 
popular grievances ... while 
continuing to build capabili-
ties that could be turned 
against the West.”

If  Trump pulls out of  Syria 
now, he will leave behind a 
haven for al-Qaeda. And his 
withdrawal could also precipi-
tate the comeback of  the Is-
lamic State. The Trump ad-
ministration drove the Islamic 
State from its strongholds by 
working with Kurdish proxies 
despised by Turkey. If  the 
United States leaves, Turkey 
will go after our Kurdish al-
lies, leaving the Islamic State 
free to regroup and reconsti-
tute — just as it did after 
Obama’s disastrous with-
drawal from Iraq.

That’s not all. A U.S. with-
drawal would create an 
Obama-style vacuum that 
would be filled by Iran, Hez-
bollah, Russia and the Assad 
regime. Iran and Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad would 

escalate their brutal cam-
paign of  atrocities in Syria — 
including crossing Trump’s 
red line on the use of  poison 
gas — which would radicalize 
the Sunni population, driving 
them into the waiting arms of  
al-Qaeda. This could also cre-
ate a new refugee crisis, with 
hundreds of  thousands of  
Syrians fleeing to the West.

An Obama-style withdrawal 
from Syria could also free 
Iran to establish a massive 
military presence in south-
western Syria, which could 
spark a catastrophic war with 
Israel. Israel recently shot 
down an Iranian drone that 
had infiltrated its airspace 
from Syria and accused Iran 
of  building sites in Syria to 
produce precision-guided mis-
siles. Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said that Isra-
el “will not allow a regime 
hell bent on the annihilation 
of  the Jewish state ... to en-
trench itself  militarily in 
Syria,” and warned that if  
Iran tried to do so, Israel 
would act “not only against 
Iranian proxies that are at-
tacking us, but against Iran it-
self.” If  our goal is to protect 
Israel and constrain Iran, 
withdrawal from Syria would 

do the opposite.
What should Trump be 

doing in Syria? He should 
maintain a U.S. presence to se-
cure our military’s gains, pro-
tect our Kurdish allies, keep 
the Islamic State down and 
prevent al-Qaeda from capital-
izing on the Islamic State’s de-
mise. He should prevent Iran 
from entrenching itself  in 
Syria, expanding its military 
presence and threatening Isra-
el. And in the longer run, he 
should be working to separate 
the Sunni population from al-
Qaeda by cultivating Sunni 
partners in Syria who are al-
lied with the United States 
against the Salafi-jihadist 
cause, as well as the growing 
Iranian-Russian-Assad-Hez-
bollah alliance.

The temptation to declare 
victory in Syria and withdraw 
is understandable. But before 
he does so, Trump should ask 
himself:

What would Obama do? 
Then he should do the oppo-
site.

Follow Marc A. Thiessen on 
Twitter, @marcthiessen.

© 2018, The Washington Post 
Writers Group

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
TRUMP SHOULD KNOW 
ABOUT HALEY’S DISLOYALTY

Nikki Haley has a history of, 
shall we say, “political flexibili-
ty,” not so dissimilar from her 
fellow S.C. neocon Lindsay Gra-
ham. Both are accomplished 
“press hounds” by anyone’s stan-
dards. But Nikki was elected with 
the support of  Sarah Palin as a 
solid right-winger. In 2015, oppor-
tunity came knocking for nation-
al publicity, when a homicidal 
maniac killed nine in a church in 
Charleston. 

Haley then moved left, not un-
like numbers of  Republicans who 
have recently joined Democrats 
in blaming the Florida shootings 
on the NRA, by “going national” 
and joining Al Sharpton and 
Jesse Jackson on the Statehouse 
steps to cast blame on her former 
allies who supported flying the 
Confederate flag at the Confeder-
ate monument in Columbia. 

Basking in national press ap-
probation, Haley moved further 
left by defying a prohibition of  
Syrian refugee resettlement in 
S.C. — without the approval of  
the county governments affected 
contained in the 2015 Appropria-
tion Bill passed by the Legisla-
ture. She instructed the S.C. De-
partment of  Social Services to 
support the Obama Administra-
tion program, despite the disap-
proval of  all counties targeted as 
resettlement sites.

In 2016, determined to sway the 
Presidential Primary in S.C. 
away from Trump, Haley com-
pared his rhetoric on immigra-
tion to the KKK and Dylann Roof. 
Fortunately for her, Trump made 
a deal with the lieutenant gover-
nor to appoint her UN Ambassa-
dor, so McMaster could be gover-
nor. 

Not satisfied with expanding 
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
Haley has now chosen to blame 
the Russian, Syrian and Iranian 
governments for sarin gas at-
tacks against Syrian civilians — 
now her problem. In an AP arti-
cle dated Feb. 2, 2018, Secretary 
of  Defense James Mattis stated 
that the U.S. has no evidence of  
culpability against her accused 
countries. The article also admits 
that all reports come from Is-
lamist rebels, including those 
supported by U.S. government 
funds.

Promoted by Graham, McCain 
and other “neo cons,” Haley’s 
hawkish campaign is beginning 
to resemble the “WMD” report 
that justified the Iraq war. 
Trump would be well advised, al-
beit belatedly, to acquaint him-
self  with her history of  self-pro-
motion and disloyalty. 

RICHARD T. HINES
Mayesville

Marc Thiessen

What George Wallace and Jerry Brown have in common

Who knows where George 
Wallace went after he left 
this life, but wherever he 
is, he must be smiling.

He and the other segregationist gov-
ernors of  the Old South didn’t want 
the federal government telling them 
how to live their lives. On June 11, 
1963, Wallace stood in the schoolhouse 
door at the University of  Alabama to 
bar two black students from entering.

Some 50 years later the old “state’s 
rights” argument has resurfaced. But 
now it’s not the governor of  a regres-

sive state, but the gov-
ernor of  the progres-
sive state of  Califor-
nia, along with the 
sophisticated liberals 
in the state legisla-
ture, who think they 
can pick and choose 
which federal laws 
are worthy of  com-
pliance — and which 
may be undermined.

So they’ve pretty 
much declared California a sanctuary 
state. As for federal immigration laws, 
the enlightened politicians in Sacra-
mento don’t think any more of  them 
than George Wallace thought of  feder-
al civil rights laws.

Last year, California Gov. Jerry 
Brown signed Senate Bill 54, which 
among other things prohibits state 
and local law enforcement officials 
from informing federal officers when 
an illegal immigrant who has commit-
ted a crime is being released from cus-
tody.

Ah, but this is not in the same 
moral universe, progressives will tell 
you, as what Gov. Wallace and the oth-
ers did. Wallace shunned federal law 
to enforce an evil way of  life. Jerry 

Brown and the Democratic legislature 
want to help people — not hurt them. 
They want immigrants who are here 
illegally to feel free to work with the 
police if  they know something about a 
crime. If  they’re afraid of  being ar-
rested, or even deported, they’ll stay 
in the shadows and remain silent.

There’s some truth to that. But 
what about the times when an illegal 
immigrant is released from custody 
and federal agents are not informed 
— and he goes out and shoots and 
kills a young woman on a pier in San 
Francisco?

And what about that political stunt 
in Oakland, California, in February 
when Mayor Libby Schaaf warned il-
legal aliens of  a secret raid by immi-
gration agents? That reckless decision 
put her own citizens in danger by al-
lowing illegal immigrants, many of  
whom had committed crimes, to avoid 
arrest.

How is that making things safer for 
the community?

Now the federal government is 
suing California, arguing that states 
cannot legally undercut federal immi-
gration laws. And several communi-
ties in California have taken sides — 
against the new law.

On March 27, the Orange County 
Board of  Supervisors voted to con-
demn the sanctuary law and is now 
working on a way to join the lawsuit 
on the side of  the federal government. 
Eight days later the city council in Es-
condido, California, followed Orange 
County’s lead and voted to file a brief  
in support of  the federal government 
against the state’s sanctuary cities 
law.

And the rebellion is spreading. 
Other California communities are 
also taking sides: aligning themselves 

with the federal government.
And let’s consider where Califor-

nia’s supposed benign thinking could 
conceivably lead us. What if  the Mas-
sachusetts legislature decides it 
doesn’t want to grant rights to gun 
owners on grounds that gun violence 
is a danger to the people of  the state? 
What if  they think the Second 
Amendment is up for grabs, that 
states can honor court decisions on 
guns — or not? What if  Nebraska 
thinks too much fake news is being 
passed off  as the real thing, that the 
First Amendment is an irritant and 
that journalistic bias shouldn’t be tol-
erated or legally protected?

The American people, by and large, 
wouldn’t tolerate such state-sponsored 
anarchy. So why should we tolerate 
California’s decision to make an end 
run around federal law? Because 
Jerry Brown and his allies mean well?

Sometimes it’s important to state 
the obvious, so here goes: Jerry 
Brown is not George Wallace. Jerry 
Brown is a well-educated, thoughtful 
man. George Wallace was a populist 
ex-boxer who played to the worst in-
stincts of  the people in his state — 
until he dramatically changed his 
ways late in life.

Still, Gov. Brown is traveling down 
the same pot-holed road as Gov.r Wal-
lace once did. Jerry Brown says the 
federal government is “going to war” 
against his state. He’s convinced he’s 
doing the right thing for the right rea-
sons. So did George Wallace.

Bernie Goldberg is an opinion writer 
and a news and media analyst for Fox 
News’ O’Reilly Factor. He is a graduate 
of  Rutgers University and a member of  
the school’s Hall of  Distinguished 
Alumni.

Bernie 
Goldberg
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TODAY

Sun mixing with 
clouds

59°

THURSDAY

Partly sunny and 
nice

77° / 51°

SSW 7-14 mph

Chance of rain: 5%

WEDNESDAY

Mostly sunny

69° / 45°

N 6-12 mph

Chance of rain: 5%

TUESDAY

Clouds and sun

66° / 46°

NNE 4-8 mph

Chance of rain: 20%

MONDAY

Cloudy and cool 
with a shower

58° / 43°

E 7-14 mph

Chance of rain: 55%

TONIGHT

Mostly cloudy and 
chilly

41°

SSE 3-6 mph

Chance of rain: 25%

N 7-14 mph

Chance of rain: 0%

High   65°
Low   61°
Normal high   73°
Normal low   46°
Record high   91° in 1999
Record low   28° in 1950

24 hrs ending 2 p.m. yest.   0.19"
Month to date   0.19"
Normal month to date   0.74"
Year to date   5.23"
Last year to date   10.34"
Normal year to date   12.03"

SUMTER THROUGH 2 P.M. YESTERDAY

Murray 360 358.03 -0.01
Marion 76.8 75.09 -0.05
Moultrie 75.5 75.03 -0.01
Wateree 100 96.96 -0.07

Black River 12 5.12 -0.23
Congaree River 19 3.86 +0.01
Lynches River 14 3.98 -0.20
Saluda River 14 3.94 +1.62
Up. Santee River 80 76.77 +0.08
Wateree River 24 6.64 -0.03

Sunrise 7:00 a.m. Sunset  7:48 p.m.
Moonrise 2:31 a.m. Moonset 12:57 p.m.

Last New

Apr. 8 Apr. 15

First Full

Apr. 22 Apr. 29

Today 3:38 a.m. 2.8 10:39 a.m. 0.8
 3:55 p.m. 2.4 10:37 p.m. 0.9
Mon. 4:35 a.m. 2.7 11:34 a.m. 0.8
 4:52 p.m. 2.5 11:39 p.m. 0.9

Asheville 54/38/pc 51/36/r
Athens 62/42/pc 61/42/r
Augusta 63/42/s 61/41/sh
Beaufort 63/49/s 64/50/sh
Cape Hatteras 53/43/pc 59/54/r
Charleston 61/46/s 64/50/sh
Charlotte 57/40/s 55/42/c
Clemson 58/44/pc 56/43/r
Columbia 61/43/s 59/44/c
Darlington 57/42/s 55/45/c
Elizabeth City 54/39/pc 53/44/r
Elizabethtown 56/41/s 56/48/c
Fayetteville 59/41/s 58/45/c

Florence 59/42/s 59/46/c
Gainesville 73/54/pc 79/64/c
Gastonia 58/43/s 52/39/c
Goldsboro 56/40/s 57/45/c
Goose Creek 60/46/s 61/51/sh
Greensboro 56/38/s 53/38/c
Greenville 58/42/s 56/40/c
Hickory 56/39/s 52/37/c
Hilton Head 60/50/pc 64/53/sh
Jacksonville, FL 63/54/pc 78/58/c
La Grange 65/47/pc 68/52/c
Macon 65/46/s 68/48/c
Marietta 60/45/s 64/45/r

Marion 57/39/pc 49/37/c
Mt. Pleasant 60/49/pc 63/52/sh
Myrtle Beach 57/44/s 60/47/sh
Orangeburg 59/43/s 56/46/sh
Port Royal 61/51/pc 64/52/sh
Raleigh 55/38/s 55/40/c
Rock Hill 57/41/s 52/40/c
Rockingham 57/40/s 54/41/c
Savannah 64/48/pc 67/49/sh
Spartanburg 58/43/s 53/40/c
Summerville 60/44/s 60/50/sh
Wilmington 58/42/pc 59/48/r
Winston-Salem 55/38/s 52/38/c

 Today Mon.  Today Mon.  Today Mon.

Atlanta 60/47/pc 63/49/r
Chicago 38/30/pc 40/27/sn
Dallas 64/51/pc 68/49/c
Detroit 42/29/pc 43/30/sn
Houston 67/59/pc 75/60/c
Los Angeles 76/59/s 87/63/s
New Orleans 66/57/pc 74/61/c
New York 47/32/pc 47/39/pc
Orlando 77/64/c 84/69/pc
Philadelphia 48/32/pc 48/39/pc
Phoenix 92/65/s 94/67/s
San Francisco 64/51/s 72/55/s
Wash., DC 53/36/s 49/41/c

 Today Mon.

IN THE MOUNTAINS

Today: Cool with sun, some clouds. Winds 
east-southeast 4-8 mph.
Monday: Cool with rain and drizzle. Winds 
east-northeast 4-8 mph.

ON THE COAST

Today: Partly sunny. High 57 to 63.
Monday: Cloudy with a couple of showers. 
High 60 to 66.

58/43
58/42

57/42

61/43

58/41
59/42

57/44

59/41

59/43

61/46

59/43

City accepting applications for Sum-

PUBLIC AGENDA

VIP ROSTER: A va-
riety of luminaries
By Fred Piscop 

ACROSS
1 Bothersome 

one
5 Taking little 

time
9 Gulf Coast city
14 Moves around
19 Choral range
20 Prefix for 

virus
21 Doze off
22 Piece-of-cake 

course
23 Rock-music 

luminary
25 Slugging lumi-

nary
27 Freud col-

league
28 Wool source
29 Flapjack fran-

chise
30 Tex-Mex dips
31 Tough-to-hit 

tennis shot
33 Mardi __
34 Chaucer story
35 Presidential 

nickname
36 Gives off
38 Ask earnestly

39 Electrical 
measure

42 Golf great __ 
Norman

45 Render void
47 Levelheaded
48 Lunch for live-

stock
50 Lapel adorn-

ments
51 Ranching lu-

minary
54 Dawn to dusk
55 Pub potable
56 Talia of Rocky 

movies
57 Purplish red
59 Ill temper
60 With no ner-

vousness
62 Physicians’ 

devices
63 Iranian money
65 Crosshatch 

design
66 Flowing locks
67 Semester
68 Dmitri’s denial
69 Certain stair-

case shape
71 Gulf Coast 

city
75 PC alternative
76 Shiny fabric
78 Marner of fic-

tion
79 Talk at 
length

80 Korean buffer, 
for short

81 Cinema lumi-
nary

83 Graceless
84 Blacken on 

the grill
86 Smallest of 

the Olympi-
ans

87 Actress/direc-
tor Gerwig

88 Carrier with 
King David 
Lounges

89 “Dr.” of rap
90 French diarist
91 Menagerie 

structures
93 Hamilton cre-

ator __-Man-
uel Miranda

95 Wimbledon 
delayer

97 Facebook 
photo labels

98 Berates
102 Not to ex-

ceed
105 Keep a low 

profile
106 Love-seat 

complement
108 Mexican 

painter
109 Pageant lu-

minary
111 Drilling lumi-

nary
113 __ blanche
114 Window 

treatment
115 White-center 

snack
116 Prince Har-

ry’s aunt
117 Compara-

tively crafty
118 __ Clara 

County (Sili-
con Valley lo-
cale)

119 Smartphone 
message

120 Saxophon-
ist’s accesso-
ry

DOWN
1 Irreligious
2 Slip past
3 Long-legged 

wading bird
4 Shoppers’ car-

ryalls
5 In the distance
6 Divine messen-

ger
7 Pack, as cargo
8 Cause of shore 

erosion
9 Jogger’s top
10 Luau greet-

ings
11 Notes around 

the office
12 Slightest 

sound
13 National 

Humor Mo.
14 Kidney-relat-

ed
15 Lieutenant 

colonel’s in-
signia

16 Clearance 
sale stipula-
tion

17 Chatty bird
18 Loses firm-

ness
24 Typical Riyad-

hi
26 FBI or CIA op-

erative
32 Percolated
33 Aquatic lung
34 Parts of dove-

tail joints

36 Contest sub-
mission

37 Saxophonist’s 
accessory

38 Less decorat-
ed

40 TV/publishing 
luminary

41 Off-white 
shade

42 Transcript 
figs.

43 Stir up
44 Power produc-

tion luminary
46 Apprehend, so 

to speak
47 Wise advisors
49 Colorant
52 Flow out 

(from)
53 Brunch selec-

tion
56 Piqued moods
58 Purviews
61 Poet’s prepo-

sition
62 ) or (, for 

short
64 E-filing org.
66 Small-size 

M&M’s
67 Lyrical filler
68 Designated
69 Lead the cast 

of
70 Mountain 

climber’s 
spike

71 Combatants
72 Very much
73 Mock fanfare
74 Genesis 

brother
75 HMO partici-

pants
77 Inn pool, e.g.
78 Kingly ad-

dress
82 Brunch selec-

tion
83 Travel busi-

ness
85 Direct to a de-

tour
91 Rhythmical

92 Type of to-do 
list

94 Deep black
96 Daisy look-

alike
97 Promotional 

connection
98 Cartier com-

petitor
99 Performed 

brilliantly
100 Uniquely
101 Musical or 

muscular
102 First things 

to learn
103 Blue hue
104 Painter Cas-

satt
105 Storytelling 

dance
106 Whistle blast
107 Thin cable
110 NFL passers
112 Moppet
Australian GREG 

Norman (42 
Across) was 

elected to the 
World Golf 
Hall of Fame 
in 2001 with 
80% of the 
vote, the high-
est up to that 
time. SATINET 
fabrics (76 
Across) are 
made today 
mostly from 
synthetic fi-
bers; when 
first created 
circa 1820, 
they were 
made from 
wool and cot-
ton fibers. 
GRETA Gerwig 
(87 Across) 
wrote and di-
rected the 
critically ac-
claimed 2017 
film Lady Bird.

ARIES (March 
21-April 19): 
Use your 
finesse, 
insight and 

ingenuity to redirect any negativity 
that comes your way. Be ready to 
outsmart anyone trying to discount 
what you have to say or offer. Be 
prepared with facts, figures and 
charm.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Don’t 
let impulsiveness take over when 
you should be refining your mental, 
physical and emotional health. 
Look for a way to improve your 
lifestyle and make an effort to bring 
about changes that will curb poor 
habits and overspending. Romance 
is highlighted.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Emotional manipulation works 
some of the time, but if you try to 
put something over on someone 
you’ve known for a long time, you’ll 
find it difficult to get your way. It is 
best to be honest about your 
intentions and motives.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Know 
what you want ahead of time and 
don’t go into battle unprepared. 
Anger solves nothing, but 
practicality, common sense and 
fairness will help you put any 
situation that irks you to rest 
quickly and without resentment. 
Accept the inevitable.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Emotional 
ups and downs will leave you 
wondering if you are on the right 
path. Tame impulsiveness before 
you take on something that will be 
impossible to finish. Focus on what 
you can do on your own to avoid 
wasting time.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Physical 
improvements will pay off. A short 
trip or signing up for an interesting 
course or retreat will open a 
window of opportunity you didn’t 

expect. Romance will encourage a 
commitment and greater 
emotional stability.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Take your 
time and consider the best way to 
handle a domestic or relationship 
matter. An impulsive response will 
add stress to a situation that needs 
a chance to mellow out before a 
rational solution can be put in 
place.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Don’t 
let impulse get the better of you. 
Remain calm, take care of your 
responsibilities and look at all sides 
of a situation before you judge 
what others do or say. Everyone has 
a right to an opinion, including you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
The way you earn your living may 
be jeopardized if you haven’t been 
paying attention or keeping up 
with the latest technology or 
trends. Do your due diligence and 
pick up as much information as 
possible to protect your future.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Make a commitment to yourself as 
well as to your loved ones to do 
your best and to take better care of 
your health and your emotional 
attitude. Ward off negativity by 
avoiding people who tend to bring 
you down.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): A 
change of plans can be expected. 
Don’t count on someone to make 
changes or alter his or her opinion. 
Protect against unnecessary 
arguments and being taken for 
granted. If something doesn’t sit 
right with you, walk away.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): If you 
are too easygoing, someone will 
take advantage of you. Only sign 
up to do the things you think you 
might enjoy or benefit from doing. 
Someone you love will need 
reassurance. Plan something 
special as a token of appreciation.

The City of Sumter will ac-
cept applications for its Sum-
mer Youth Employment Pro-
grams through May 5. Stu-
dents ages 14-15 will work 
in city government and 
students age 16 through 
high school will work in 
the Co-Op Program for 
local businesses. Students 
must live in the city limits 
and meet income require-

ments set by HUD. Stu-
dents should see their 
school guidance counsel-
ors for applications and 
income guidelines or pick 
up an application 8:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday 
from the Liberty Center, 12 
W. Liberty St., Office H. 
Call Carolet Thomas at 
(803) 774-1652 or Clarence 
Gaines at (803) 774-1649.
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The last word 
in astrology
EUGENIA LAST

CLARENDON COUNTY COUNCIL
Monday, 6 p.m., Administration 
Building, Council Chambers, 411 
Sunset Drive, Manning

LEE COUNTY COUNCIL
Tuesday, 9 a.m., council chambers

SUMTER HUMAN RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION
Tuesday, noon, Sunset Country 
Club

SUMTER COUNTY LIBRARY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Tuesday, 5 p.m., library

SUMMERTON TOWN COUNCIL
Tuesday, 6 p.m., town hall

SUMTER SCHOOL DISTRICT
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Tuesday, 6 p.m., Lakewood High 
School Fine Arts Center

LYNCHBURG TOWN COUNCIL
Tuesday, 6 p.m., Teen Center on 
Magnolia Street, Lynchburg

SUMTER COUNTY COUNCIL
Tuesday, 6 p.m., Sumter County 
Council Chambers

TURBEVILLE TOWN COUNCIL
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., town hall

MAYESVILLE TOWN COUNCIL
Tuesday, 7 p.m., town hall
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LOS ANGELES — A’Ja 
Wilson of  South Carolina 
and Jalen Brunson of  na-
tional champion Villanova 
won the John R. Wooden 
Award as national players of  
the year Friday night.

They received their tro-
phies during the fourth an-
nual College Basketball 
Awards in a nationally 
televised show from The 
Novo in downtown Los An-
geles.

Wilson helped South Car-
olina to its first title last 
year and averaged 22.6 
points and 11.8 rebounds 
for the team this season be-
fore the Gamecocks lost to 
UConn in the NCAA Tour-
nament regional final. She 
was also the AP women's 
player of  the year and is 
expected to be the first pick 
in the upcoming WNBA 
draft.

Wilson finished her col-
lege career as South Caroli-
na's scoring and blocks lead-
er.

"I'm just blessed to win 
this award," she said. "This 
is something huge, this is 
something deeper than bas-
ketball."

Brunson also claimed the 
Bob Cousy point guard of  
the year award, having aver-
aged over 18 points while 
helping Villanova win its 
second national title in three 
years. Brunson claimed a 
slew of  honors, including 
The Associated Press men's 
player of  the year. He helped 
the Wildcats spend a na-
tion's-best eight weeks at No. 
1 in the AP Top 25 this sea-
son.

Brunson is the second 
player to win the national 
title and Wooden Award in 
the same year, and the first 
Wildcats player to earn the 
Wooden honor.

"It really truly does mean 
a lot," he said. "There's been 
so many great players that 
have come through Villano-
va. Being the first one is 
something I take great pride 
in."

 SUNDAY,
APRIL 8, 2018

USC SUMTER 
SOFTBALL

USC WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

THE MASTERS

AUTO RACING

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Kurt Busch reaches into his car in the garage area during a practice
session on Saturday for the Texas 500 today in Fort Worth, Texas,
on Saturday. Busch will be sitting on the pole.

Sensational start for Stewart-Haas,
including 1-2-3 on pole at Texas

FORT WORTH, Texas — 
Kurt Busch is on the pole, 
Clint Bowyer is coming off  his 
first victory in six years and 
Kevin Harvick has won half  
of  the races so far on the 
NASCAR Cup Series schedule.

Aric Almirola, the newcom-
er to the team, has been 
steady, too, finishing 14th or 
better in every race.

With Stewart-Haas Racing 
already off  to a sensational 
start this season, the decade-
old team will now have the top 
three starters in a race for the 
first time Sunday. Busch, Har-
vick and Bowyer qualified 
their Fords 1-2-3 at Texas 
Motor Speedway, while Almi-
rola was 12th at the 1½-mile 
track.

"We unloaded off  the truck 
here and went right back to 
the top of  the board. That is 

pretty cool," said Bowyer, 
whose victory at Martins-
ville before the Easter break 
ended his 190-race winless 
streak.

"It is crazy how you can get 
your cars with a good balance 
on them and really roll them 
through the corners good," he 
said. "It seems if  they are fast 
at one track they are going to 
be fast at the next."

BY STEPHEN HAWKINS
The Associated Press

SEE RACE, PAGE B6

SEE ANTS, PAGE B5

USC’s Wilson, Villanova’s Brunson 
win women’s, men’s Wooden Awards

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
South Carolina’s A’ja Wilson, center, won the John R. Wooden 
Award on Friday as the top women’s college basketball player in 
the country.

BY BETH HARRIS
The Associated Press

SEE AWARD, PAGE B6

Reed builds 3-shot lead over McIlroy at Masters

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Patrick Reed hits a drive on the 18th hole during the third round of the Masters on Saturday in Augusta, Georgia. Reed leads Rory Mcil-
roy by three strokes entering today’s final round.

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Patrick Reed and 
Rory McIlroy meet again, this time for 
a green jacket instead of  a gold Ryder 
Cup trophy.

Reed seized control of the Masters on 

a wet Saturday at Augusta National with 
a pair of eagles on the back nine and a 
5-under 67 that gave him a three-shot 
lead. McIlroy, who chipped in for eagle 
on the front nine to briefly tie for the 
lead, made an 18-foot birdie on the final 
hole for a 65 to nudge a little closer.

This is not match play as it was for 

their singles match in Ryder Cup at 
Hazeltine.

It sure feels like it.
And it sounded about as loud, too, es-

pecially with players taking advantage 
of  greens slightly softened by the rain.

BY DOUG FERGUSON
The Associated Press

SEE MASTERS, PAGE B3

Green Green 
Jacket Jacket 
in sightin sight CATALDO

Talent starting 
to mesh for 
Fire Ants 
softball team

Adrienne Cataldo believes 
this is the most talented soft-
ball team she’s had in her 11 
seasons as the head coach of  
the University of  South Caro-
lina Sumter.

Cataldo now believes that 
talent is starting to mesh to-

gether in a spe-
cial way.

“We’ve got a lot 
of  talented indi-
viduals on this 
team,” Cataldo 
said. “It’s taken 
some time, but I 
think we’re start-
ing to come to-

gether. All of  that individual 
talent is learning to work to-
gether and becoming a very 
good team.”

The Fire Ants swept a dou-
bleheader from USC Union 
on Friday at Patriot Park 
SportPlex to improve to 15-9 
overall and, more important-
ly, 

5-1 in NJCAA Region X. 
USCS rallied from a 6-0 deficit 
in the first game to win 8-7 in 
eight innings before winning 
the second game 9-4.

The Fire Ants are tied for 
first in the region with Louis-
burg College with just one re-
gion loss. Louisburg is 7-1 
after having its doubleheader 
with USC Salkehatchie sched-
uled for Saturday postponed 
due to rain.

Sumter was scheduled to 
travel to Union on Saturday, 
but the games were postponed 
due to rain.

Union scored four runs in 
the top of  the first of  the 
opener and two more in the 
second to go up 6-0. Sumter 
began to work its way back 
into the contest, scoring one 
in the bottom of  the second 
and two in the third.

After USCU picked up one 
in the fifth to go up 7-3, the 
Fire Ants scored two in the 
bottom of  the inning and two 
more in the sixth to tie the 
game. They won the game in 
the bottom of  the eighth, scor-
ing the winning run with one 
out.

“The girls never quit in this 
game,” Cataldo said. “They 
just kept working and they 
were determined they were 
going to fight back. Coming 
back like that was big for us.”

Ashton Rogers and Kayla 
McKenzie both went 3-for-4 
for USC, which had 12 hits. 
Rogers hit a solo home run 
and scored twice. McKenzie 
scored a run.

Alexis Lyles had two hits 
and a run batted in, Jayla 
Cowell and Laurel Shaw each 
had a hit and two runs and 
Hannah Bettencourt had two 
RBI.

BY DENNIS BRUNSON
dennis@theitem.com



CHARLESTON — Germany's 
Julia Goerges continued her 
strong season by defeating de-
fending champion Daria Kasat-
kina to reach the semifinals of  
the Volvo Car Open on Friday.

Goerges, the fifth seed who's 
ranked No. 13 in the world, 
overpowered the third-seeded 
Kasatkina of  Russia 6-4, 6-3 
with nine aces — she won 84 
percent of  her points on her 
first serve — to advance to the 
final four at the WTA's open-
ing clay-court tournament.

Goerges, who won earlier 
this year at the WTA's New 
Zealand event, will face No. 8 
seed Anastasija Sevastova of  
Latvia, who ended the sur-
prise run of  Kristyna Pliskova 
with a 6-4, 6-0 victory.

American Madison Keys, 
the U.S. Open runner-up last 
year, also advanced, prevail-
ing in an all-U.S. match with 
Bernarda Pera 6-2, 6-7 (5), 7-5.

Keys will take on No. 12 Kiki 
Bertens of  the Netherlands, 
who defeated No. 14 Alize Cor-
net of  France 6-2, 7-5.

Goerges said getting her 
serve going early was crucial 
to beating Kasatkina.

"I served pretty big today, 
which was also (a) good key, 
of  course," Goerges said. "If  

you have good service games, 
you can put more pressure on 
the return games, and I think 
that was a good combination."

Kasatkina, 20, had won her 
past eight matches here and 
got emotional when that run 
ended in her first defense of  a 
WTA crown.

"I was not able to hold my 
tears after the match," she 
said. "It's tough, but I'm happy 
that I have this experience 
now, and I went through this 

and I'm pretty sure next time 
is going to be much easier."

Little came easy for Keys the 
final two sets against Pera, the 
23-year-old ranked 101 in the 
world yet won three matches 
to make the quarterfinals.

Keys had match point in the 
second set, then was down a 
break to Pera in the third. 
Keys said her coach, Lindsay 
Davenport told her, "'I don't 
care what happens, just show 
me that you want it.' And that 

was really all that I had to 
focus on, and I think that 
brought my level up."

Sevastova, ranked 16th, out-
lasted Pliskova in the opening 
set before winning the second 
one going away.

Pliskova, the twin sister of  
top-10 player Karolina Plis-
kova, had upset two-time Wim-
bledon winner Petra Kvitova 
and No. 16 seed Elena Vesnina 
to make the round of eight.

Bertens has not lost a set all 
week on the green clay at the 

Family Circle Tennis Center. 
She broke Cornet's serve 
seven times in the victory. 
Bertens, who reached the 
French Open semifinals in 
2016, felt the different surface 
has helped her game.

"The clay is helping me a lit-
tle bit, like with my forehand 
and with my heavy strokes, 
but I guess it's more mental-
ly," she said. "My level is 
maybe 20 percent better, but 
in my head I feel like I'm 80 
percent better."

CHARLESTON — It will 
be a jam-packed finish for 
the Volvo Car Open on Sun-
day after Saturday’s semifi-
nals were postponed be-
cause of  rain.

Organizers called a halt to 
a soggy Saturday after sev-
eral weather delays. No. 5 
seeded Julia Goerges of  Ger-
many and Anastasija Sevas-
tova of  Latvia, the eighth 
seed, began their opening 
set and were tied at 4-all 
when the match was post-
poned.

The schedule Sunday calls 
for American Madison Keys, 
seeded seventh, to play No. 
12 Kiki Bertens of  the Neth-
erlands at 10:30 a.m., fol-
lowed by the conclusion of  
the Goerges-Sevastova 
match.

After a doubles finals, the 
semifinal winners will com-
pete for the title at the 
WTA’s first clay-court event 
of  the season.

All four of  the semifinal-
ists are playing for their 
first Volvo Car Open title.
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TV, RADIO
TODAY
9:10 a.m. — International Soccer: English 
Premier League Match — Southhampton 
vs. Arsenal (NBC SPORTS NETWORK).
9:30 a.m. — International Soccer: 
Bundesliga League Match — Stuttgart vs. 
Borussia Dortmund (FOX SPORTS 1, 
UNIVISION).
10:30 a.m. — Women’s Professional Tennis: 
Volvo Car Open Doubles Championship 
Match from Charleston (TENNIS).
11 a.m. — College Baseball: Clemson at 
Notre Dame Doubleheader Game One 
(WJMZ-FM 93.1).
11:05 a.m. — Formula One Racing: Bahrain 
Grand Prix from Manama, Bahrain 
(ESPN2).
11:25 a.m. — International Soccer: English 
Premier League Match — West Ham vs. 
Chelsea (NBC SPORTS NETWORK).
11:50 a.m. —International Soccer: 
Bundesliga League Match — Hoffenheim 
vs. Eintracht Frankfurt (FOX SPORTS 2).
Noon — College Lacrosse: Michigan at 
Rutgers (ESPNU).
Noon — College Baseball: Florida at 
Tennessee (SEC NETWORK).
1 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Indiana at 
Charlotte (FOX SPORTS SOUTHEAST).
1 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Dallas at 
Philadelphia (NBA TV).
1 p.m. — Major League Baseball: Tampa 
Bay at Boston or Baltimore at New York 
Yankees (MLB NETWORK).
1 p.m. — Women’s Professional Tennis: 
Volvo Car Open Singles Championship 
Match from Charleston (TENNIS).
2 p.m. — PGA Golf: The Masters Final 
Round from Augusta, Ga. (WLTX 19).
2 p.m. — Women’s International Soccer: 
Mexico vs. United States from Houston 
(WACH 57).
2 p.m. — College Baseball: South Carolina 
at Kentucky (ESPNU, WNKT-FM 107.5).
2 p.m. — NASCAR Racing: Monster Energy 
Cup Series O’Reilly Auto Parts 500 from 
Fort Worth, Texas (FOX SPORTS 1, WEGX-
FM 92.9).
2 p.m. — College Baseball: Clemson at 
Notre Dame Doubleheader Game One 
(WJMZ-FM 93.1).
3 p.m. — Figure Skating: World 
Championships Highlights from Milan, 
Italy (WIS 10).
3 p.m. — College Softball: Florida at 
Alabama (ESPN2).
3 p.m. — Major League Baseball: Atlanta at 
Colorado (FOX SPORTSOUTH, WWFN-FM 
100.1, WPUB-FM 102.7).
3 p.m. — College Softball: Texas A&M at 
Mississippi State (SEC NETWORK).
3 p.m. — International Tennis: Davis Cup 
Quarterfinal Match from Nashville, Tenn. 
— United States vs. Belgium Day 3 Singles 
Matches (TENNIS).
3:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Detroit at 
Memphis (NBA TV).
4 p.m. — Major League Soccer: Portland at 
Orlando (ESPN).
5 p.m. — High School Basketball: Jordan 
Brand Classic from Brooklyn, N.Y. (ESPN2).
5 p.m. — College Softball: Liberty at 
Longwood (ESPNU).
5 p.m. — International Wrestling: UWW 
World Cup Gold Medal Match from Iowa 
City, Iowa (NBC SPORTS NETWORK).
5 p.m. — College Baseball: Auburn at 
Arkansas (SEC NETWORK).
6 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Orlando at 
Toronto (NBA TV).
7 p.m. — Professional Basketball: NBA 
G-League Finals Series Game 1 — Raptors 
905 at Austin (ESPNU).
8 p.m. — PGA Golf: The Masters Final 
Round from Augusta, Ga. (WLTX 19).
8 p.m. — Major League Baseball: New York 
Mets at Washington (ESPN).
9 p.m. — Major League Soccer: Kansas City 
at Los Angeles (FOX SPORTS 1).
9 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Golden State at 
Phoenix (NBA TV).
9 p.m. — International Tennis: Davis Cup 
Quarterfinal Match — Germany vs. Spain 
Day 3 Singles Matches (TENNIS).

MONDAY
6 a.m. — Professional Tennis: Grand prix 
Hassan II Early-Round Matches from 
Marrakech, Morocco (TENNIS).
10 a.m. — Professional Tennis: Grand prix 
Hassan II Early-Round Matches from 
Marrakech, Morocco (TENNIS).
2 p.m. — Major League Baseball: Pittsburgh 
at Chicago Cubs (MLB NETWORK).
4 p.m. — Professional Tennis: U.S. Men’s 
Clay Court Championship Early-Round 
Matches from Houston (TENNIS).
6:05 p.m. — Talk Show: Sports Talk (WDXY-
FM 105.9, WDXY-AM 1240).
7 p.m. — Major League Baseball: Milwaukee 
at St. Louis (ESPN).
7 p.m. — College Baseball: Duke at Wake 
Forest (ESPNU).
7 p.m. — Major League Baseball: Atlanta at 
Washington (FOX SPORTSOUTH, WWFN-FM 
100.1, WPUB-FM 102.7).
7 p.m. — College Softball: Florida at 
Alabama (SEC NETWORK).
7:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Cleveland at 
New York (NBA TV).
10:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: New Orleans 
at Los Angeles Clippers (ESPN).

MLB STANDINGS
AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division
 W L Pct GB
Boston 7 1 .875 —
Toronto 5 3 .625 2
New York 5 4 .556 2½

Baltimore 3 6 .333 4½
Tampa Bay 1 7 .125 6

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Minnesota 4 3 .571 —
Chicago 3 4 .429 1
Detroit 3 4 .429 1
Cleveland 3 5 .375 1½
Kansas City 2 4 .333 1½

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Houston 6 2 .750 —
Los Angeles 6 2 .750 —
Seattle 4 3 .571 1½
Oakland 3 6 .333 3½
Texas 3 6 .333 3½

FRIDAY
Cleveland 3, Kansas City 2
Baltimore 7, N.Y. Yankees 3, 14 innings
Toronto 8, Texas 5
San Diego 4, Houston 1
L.A. Angels 13, Oakland 9

SATURDAY
N.Y. Yankees 8, Baltimore 3
Boston 10, Tampa Bay 3
Detroit 6, Chicago White Sox 1
Seattle 11, Minnesota 4
Kansas City 1, Cleveland 0
San Diego at Houston, 7:10 p.m.
Toronto at Texas, 8:05 p.m.
Oakland at L.A. Angels, 9:07 p.m.

TODAY
Baltimore (Wright Jr. 0-0) at N.Y. Yankees 
(Montgomery 0-0), 1:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Kittredge 0-2) at Boston 
(Rodriguez 0-0), 1:05 p.m.
Kansas City (Hammel 0-1) at Cleveland 
(Clevinger 1-0), 1:10 p.m.
Detroit (Fiers 0-0) at Chicago White Sox 
(Lopez 0-0), 2:10 p.m.
San Diego (Ross 1-0) at Houston (Morton 
1-0), 2:10 p.m.
Seattle (Gonzales 1-0) at Minnesota (Lynn 
0-1), 2:10 p.m.
Toronto (Garcia 0-0) at Texas (Hamels 1-1), 
3:05 p.m.
Oakland (Graveman 0-1) at L.A. Angels 
(Ohtani 1-0), 4:07 p.m.

MONDAY
Tampa Bay at Chicago White Sox, 2:10 p.m.
Detroit at Cleveland, 6:10 p.m.
Toronto at Baltimore, 7:05 p.m.
L.A. Angels at Texas, 8:05 p.m.
Houston at Minnesota, 8:10 p.m.
Seattle at Kansas City, 8:15 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division
 W L Pct GB
New York 6 1 .857 —
Atlanta 5 2 .714 1
Washington 4 4 .500 2½
Philadelphia 2 4 .333 3½
Miami 2 5 .286 4

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Pittsburgh 6 1 .857 —
Milwaukee 5 3 .625 1½
St. Louis 4 4 .500 2½
Chicago 3 4 .429 3
Cincinnati 1 5 .167 4½

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Arizona 6 2 .750 —
Colorado 4 4 .500 2
San Francisco 3 3 .500 2
Los Angeles 2 5 .286 3½
San Diego 2 6 .250 4

FRIDAY
L.A. Dodgers at San Francisco, ppd.
Atlanta 8, Colorado 3
Pittsburgh 14, Cincinnati 3
Milwaukee 5, Chicago Cubs 4
San Diego 4, Houston 1

SATURDAY
N.Y. Mets 3, Washington 2
St. Louis 5, Arizona 3
Chicago Cubs at Milwaukee, 4:05 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at San Francisco, 6:05 p.m.
Miami at Philadelphia, 6:05 p.m.
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh, 7:05 p.m.
San Diego at Houston, 7:10 p.m.
Atlanta at Colorado, 8:10 p.m.

TODAY
Cincinnati (Mahle 1-0) at Pittsburgh 
(Taillon 1-0), 1:35 p.m.
Miami (Richards 0-1) at Philadelphia 
(Arrieta 0-0), 1:35 p.m.
Chicago Cubs (Quintana 0-1) at Milwaukee 
(Anderson 0-0), 2:10 p.m.
San Diego (Ross 1-0) at Houston (Morton 
1-0), 2:10 p.m.
Arizona (Walker 0-0) at St. Louis (Weaver 
1-0), 2:15 p.m.
Atlanta (Teheran 0-0) at Colorado 
(Freeland 0-1), 3:10 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers (Kershaw 0-2) at San 
Francisco (Blach 1-1), 4:05 p.m.
N.Y. Mets (Harvey 0-0) at Washington 
(Roark 1-0), 8:08 p.m.

MONDAY
Pittsburgh at Chicago Cubs, 2:20 p.m.
Atlanta at Washington, 7:05 p.m.
Cincinnati at Philadelphia, 7:05 p.m.
Milwaukee at St. Louis, 7:05 p.m.
N.Y. Mets at Miami, 7:10 p.m.
San Diego at Colorado, 8:40 p.m.
Arizona at San Francisco, 10:15 p.m.
NBA STANDINGS

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
z-Toronto 57 22 .722 —
x-Boston 54 25 .684 3
x-Philadelphia 49 30 .620 8
New York 28 51 .354 29
Brooklyn 26 53 .329 31

Southeast Division
 W L Pct GB
x-Miami 43 37 .538 —
x-Washington 42 38 .525 1
Charlotte 35 45 .438 8
Orlando 24 55 .304 18½
Atlanta 23 57 .288 20

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
x-Cleveland 49 31 .613 —
x-Indiana 47 33 .588 2
x-Milwaukee 42 37 .532 6½
Detroit 38 41 .481 10½
Chicago 27 52 .342 21½
WESTERN CONFERENCE

Southwest Division
 W L Pct GB
z-Houston 64 15 .810 —
San Antonio 45 34 .570 19
New Orleans 45 34 .570 19
Dallas 24 56 .300 40½
Memphis 21 58 .266 43

Northwest Division
 W L Pct GB
x-Portland 48 31 .608 —
Utah 46 33 .582 2
Oklahoma City 45 34 .570 3
Minnesota 45 35 .563 3½
Denver 45 35 .563 3½

Pacific Division
 W L Pct GB
y-Golden State 57 22 .722 —
L.A. Clippers 42 38 .525 15½
L.A. Lakers 34 45 .430 23
Sacramento 26 54 .325 31½
Phoenix 20 60 .250 37½
x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
z-clinched conference

FRIDAY
Atlanta 103, Washington 97
Charlotte 137, Orlando 100
Detroit 113, Dallas 106, OT
Philadelphia 132, Cleveland 130
Boston 111, Chicago 104
New York 122, Miami 98
Toronto 92, Indiana 73
Sacramento 94, Memphis 93
New Orleans 122, Phoenix 103
Minnesota 113, L.A. Lakers 96

SATURDAY
Denver 134, L.A. Clippers 115
Milwaukee at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Brooklyn at Chicago, 8 p.m.
New Orleans at Golden State, 8:30 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Houston, 8:30 p.m.
Portland at San Antonio, 9 p.m.

TODAY
Atlanta at Boston, 1 p.m.
Dallas at Philadelphia, 1 p.m.
Indiana at Charlotte, 1 p.m.
Detroit at Memphis, 3:30 p.m.
Orlando at Toronto, 6 p.m.
Utah at L.A. Lakers, 6 p.m.
Golden State at Phoenix, 9 p.m.

MONDAY
Toronto at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Cleveland at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Memphis at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Orlando at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
Sacramento at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.
Portland at Denver, 9 p.m.
New Orleans at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
SATURDAY

BASEBALL

AMERICAN LEAGUE
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Placed OF Colby 
Rasmus on the 10-day DL. Recalled RHP 
Jimmy Yacabonis from Norfolk (IL) .
LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Assigned C Juan 
Graterol outright to Salt Lake (PCL). 
Optioned INF Nolan Fontana and RHP 
Parker Bridwell to Salt Lake. Recalled INF 
Ryan Schimpf and RHP Akeel Morris from 
Salt Lake. Sent LHP Andrew Heaney to 
Inland Empire (Cal) for a rehab 
assignment.
NEW YORK YANKEES — Placed 3B Brandon 
Drury and LHP CC Sabathia on the 10-day 
DL. Optioned RHP Jonathan Holder to 
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (IL). Recalled RHPs 
Domingo German and Luis Cessa from 
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre. Selected the 
contract of 2B Jace Peterson from 
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Designated 
OF Jeremy Hazelbaker for assignment. 
Claimed RHP Troy Scribner off waivers 
from the L.A. Angels and optioned him to 
Reno (PCL).
LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Assigned RHP 
Zach Neal outright to Oklahoma City 
(PCL).
WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Placed C 
Miguel Montero on paternity leave. 
Designated LHP Enny Romero for 
assignment. Selected the contract of C 
Jhonatan Solano from Syracuse (IL). 
Recalled 3B Matt Reynolds from 
Syracuse.

PRO TENNIS

No. 5 Goerges, No. 7 Keys reach semis in Charleston

Rain postpones Volvo semis

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
A stadium worker cleans the seating around center court after a 
match between Anastasija Sevastova and Julia Goerges was suspend-
ed for the day because of rain at the Volvo Open tennis tournament 
in Charleston on Saturday. Both semifinal matches will be played this 
morning with the championship match later today.

SCOREBOARD SPORTS ITEMS

Notre Dame snap No. 6 
Clemson’s streak with 5-2 
win in first game of series

NOTRE DAME, IND. - Five Notre Dame pitchers combined 
to allow just two of 16 Clemson baserunners score in the 
Fighting Irish’s 5-2 victory the sixth-ranked Tigers at Frank 
Eck Stadium on Saturday afternoon. The Fighting Irish.

ND took a 1-0 lead in the series and improved to 13-16 
overall and 5-8 in the Atlantic Coast Conference. The Ti-
gers, who saw their 5-game winning streak end, dropped 
to 23-7 overall and 8-5 in ACC play.

Jake Johnson laced a 2-run home run in the first in-
ning to give the Fighting Irish an early lead. The Tigers’ 
Jordan Greene hit a sacrifice fly in the third inning be-
fore Notre Dame answered with a run in the fourth in-
ning on a two-out flyball that was lost in the sun. 

Grayson Byrd hit a towering solo homer, his fifth of  the 
year, in the fifth inning. After Notre Dame escaped a one-
out, bases-loaded jam without giving up a run in the top 
of  the seventh inning, Nick Podkul lined a two-out single 
to score a run in the bottom of  the seventh inning. 

Notre Dame escaped another out-out, bases-loaded jam 
without surrendering a run in eighth inning as well.

Notre Dame Starter Scott Tully (4-1) pitched six effec-
tive innings to earn the win. He allowed five hits, two 
runs and three walks with six strikeouts. Cole Kmet 
pitched the final 2⅓ innings to record his fifth save of  the 
season. 

Tiger starter Jacob Hennessy (3-2) suffered the loss, as 
he yielded seven this, four runs and two walks with two 
strikeouts in 6⅔ innings.

The series concludes today with a doubleheader start-
ing at 11 a.m.
KENTUCKY 14
USC 1

LEXINGTON, Ky. — The University of  South Carolina 
baseball team gave up multiple runs in three separate in-
nings and could not recover in a 14-1 loss to No. 9 Ken-
tucky on Friday at Cliff  Hagan Stadium.

Kentucky took advantage of  11 Carolina walks, includ-
ing a pair in the bottom of  the second that led to two of  
the three runs. Trey Dawson scored a run on an infield 
single, moved to second on Tristan Pompey’s single up 
the middle, stole third and scored on a throwing error.

The Wildcats added four runs in the third, three coming 
off  Pompey’s RBI double to right. A Troy Squires RBI sin-
gle in the fifth made it 8-0 Wildcats. Kentucky then scored 
five runs in the fifth, capped by a Squires grand slam.
STEVE SPURRIER HIRED AS ALLIANCE LEAGUE'S FIRST HEAD COACH

ORLANDO, Fla. — Steve Spurrier plans to be back on 
the sideline if  a proposed new professional league gets off  
the ground.

The Orlando Alliance announced Saturday that it has 
hired Spurrier as its first head coach. Spurrier will coach 
in the planned Alliance of  American Football.

The Alliance is the creation of  Pro Football Hall of  
Famer Bill Polian and longtime TV and film producer 
Charlie Ebersol. The league plans to have eight teams 
and will play a 12-week season Feb. 9, 2019, and will be 
broadcast on CBS.

Orlando is the first planned team site, and Spurrier is 
the first coach.

The 72-year-old Spurrier says he's "fired up and ready 
to go."

Orlando has never had much success with startup foot-
ball leagues.

The Florida Blazers lasted only one season in the ill-fat-
ed World Football League during the 1970s, followed by 
several other short-lived teams: The Orlando Renegades 
of  the United States Football League, the Orlando Thun-
der of  the World League of  American Football, the Orlan-
do Rage of  the infamous XFL, and the Florida Tuckers of  
the United Football League.

Spurrier coached collegiately at Duke (1987-89), Florida 
(1990-2001) and South Carolina (2005-2015). The 1966 Heis-
man Trophy-winning quarterback also coached the NFL's 
Washington Redskins (2002-03).

He is the fourth person to be inducted to the College 
Football Hall of  Fame as both a player and a coach.



AUGUSTA, Ga. — When 
Tiger Woods knocked one 
into the water at Amen Cor-
ner for the second day in a 

row, he headed off  toward the Nelson 
Bridge while his two playing partners 
took a more familiar route to the 12th 
green over the Hogan Bridge.

In a sense, those divergent paths 
were the perfect analogy for where 
Woods is at this stage of  his career.

He might add another major title to 
his amazing record.

Maybe even two.
But he's not catching Jack Nicklaus, 

and his days of  dominating on the 
PGA Tour are done.

He's going one way. The kids are 
going another.

Golf, like all sports, belongs to the 
youth.

With an exception or two, they'll be 
the ones battling for the green jacket 
at Augusta National this weekend. 
Patrick Reed. Rory McIlroy. Jordan 
Spieth. Justin Thomas. Rickie Fowler. 
All members of  the 20-something club.

As Stephen Colbert once joked in 
his previous job as a fake talk show 
host, "Folks, I don't trust children. 
They're here to replace us."

Indeed, they are.
For all the warranted excitement 

over Woods' remarkable comeback 
from back fusion surgery — and make 
no mistake, no one gets the patrons 
going like Tiger — he'll head to Satur-
day a daunting 13 shots behind the 
front-running Reed.

The largest 36-hole comeback at the 
Masters was Jack Burke Jr. rallying 
from eight shots down to beat Ken Ven-
turi in 1956, and only because the ama-
teur soared to an 80 on the final day.

Woods has no shot of  chasing down 
a star-packed leaderboard that in-
cludes eight major winners among the 
top 14 players, not to mention the guy 
considered the best without a major 
title (Fowler) and another potential 
star in the making (Reed).

The average age of  the top 14 play-
ers is 32 years old — a decade younger 
than Woods.

Six of  them are under 30.
Sure, there are a few outliers in the 

group, including a pair of  41-year-olds, 
Henrik Stenson and Charley Hoffman. 
There will always be a place for those 
with experience — especially at a 
course such as Augusta National.

Sixty-year-old Bernhard Langer 
made the cut. Ditto for 58-year-old 
Fred Couples.

While it hasn't shown this week, the 
Masters will likely be Woods' best shot 
at winning another major champion-

ship, something he hasn't done since 
hobbling to a playoff  victory at the 
2008 U.S. Open.

But he even on a course that he 
clearly knows so well, winning four 
green jackets, finishing in the top 10 
nine other times and never missing 
the cut at a professional, Woods looked 
largely overmatched in the first two 
rounds. After opening with a 73 — and 
boldly proclaiming that he was right 
in the mix of  things — he struggled to 
a 3-over 75 Friday.

That matched the second-worst 
score on his Masters record. The only 
other time he went higher was a 76 in 
the opening round of  the 2003 tourna-
ment.

The bravado was all gone.
"I need help. I'm not in control of  my 

own destiny," he moaned. "I'm so far 
back."

Since 1900, only 18 players have won 
a major championship at age 42 and 
older. The only member of  that group 
to win twice is Julius Boros, who was 
43 when he captured the 1963 U.S. 

Open and, at age 48, became the oldest 
major champion with his victory at 
the 1968 PGA Championship.

Woods has been stuck on 14 major 
titles for nearly a decade.

Even though his health is as good as 
it's been in years — and that's certainly 
good for the game — he is now facing a 
staggering array of  young guns who 
barely remember a time when Woods 
was the man to beat on the PGA Tour.

They certainly aren't the least bit in-
timidated by him.

In Augusta, Woods played the first 
two rounds with 34-year-old Aussie 
Marc Leishman and 27-year-old Eng-
lishman Tommy Fleetwood, who is 
easily recognized by his thick beard 
and long, flowing hair.

Even with the biggest galleries on 
the course following them around — 
and pleading over and over again, 
"You can do it, Tiger!" — they outshot 
Woods both days.

They certainly saw no reason to fear 
Woods when he made a mess of  the 
fifth hole, pushing his tee shot into the 

trees right of  the fairway and knock-
ing his second shot into the thick 
brush left of  the green. He struggled 
just to find the ball. There was no 
chance of  getting it out.

Woods was forced to take an unplay-
able lie , leading to a double-bogey 
that pretty much left him scrambling 
the rest of  the day.

Before the Masters even began, Woods 
conceded that most of his best days are 
behind him. There's no more talk of  
chasing down Nicklaus. He seems con-
tent just being able to play without pain, 
for however long that lasts.

"Six months ago, I didn't know if  I 
was going to play again," Woods said. 
"It's incredible. I'm just so thankful to 
have this opportunity to be able to 
play golf  again. Playing at a champi-
onship level, playing at a Tour level, is 
such a bonus. I wanted to play golf  
again. It's something I've done virtual-
ly my whole life. I missed it."

We missed him, too.
And if  this is as good as it gets, 

that's good enough.
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Reed ran off  three straight 
birdies around the turn, and 
he stretched his lead to as 
many as five shots with his 
eagles.

He made a 15-foot eagle 
putt on the 13th, and then he 
showed he was not in the 
mood to play it safe on the 
15th. From just under 270 
yards, as the rain made the 
air heavy, Reed hit 3-wood 
just over the water and short 
of  the bunker, and his chip 
from 80 feet slammed against 
the pin and dropped. Reed 
pumped his fist, the kind of  
emotion he typically saves for 
the Ryder Cup.

He narrowly missed a 10-
foot birdie putt at the end and 
was at 14-under 202.

McIlroy can only hope he 
didn't use up all his luck.

A chip that likely would 
have gone off  the green at 
the par-5 eighth banged into 
the pin and dropped for 
eagle. He managed to find 
his second shot among the 
azaleas on the 13th to escape 
with par. And he got into the 
final group, an ideal posi-
tion as he goes after the 
final leg of  the career Grand 
Slam.

"There's a lot more players 
in this tournament than just 
Patrick and I," McIlroy said. 
"It won't be quite as intense, 
but we'll still be feeling it. 
Patrick is going for his first 
(major), and I'm going for ... 
something else."

He paused to smile when 
he heard a few chuckles. That 
"something else" is a collec-
tion of  four majors that only 
five other players can claim.

"It's going to be good fun," 
McIlroy said.

Rickie Fowler made eagle 
on the par-5 second and was 5 
under through eight holes. 
He cooled until the end of  his 
round, when a pair of  birdies 
over the last two holes gave 
him a 65 and left him five 

shots behind. Jon Rahm of  
Spain also chipped in for 
eagle on No. 8 and saved par 
on the 13th after hitting into 
the creek in his round of  65. 
He was at 8-under 208.

Tiger Woods had to signifi-
cantly lower his goal this 
week. He shot 72, was 18 
shots behind and now hopes 
to finish the tournament 
under par.

So many others who start-
ed the third round with a 
chance didn't do nearly 
enough to stay even remotely 
close to Reed. Justin Thomas 
(70), Jordan Spieth (71) and 
Dustin Johnson (71) all are at 
least nine shots behind.

Reed and McIlroy are 
linked so indelibly to that sin-
gles match at Hazeltine in 
2016 when they produced the 
highest quality of  golf  amid 
ear-splitting cheers, making 
big putts on top of  the other. 
Reed prevailed on the 18th 
hole in a rare U.S. victory at 
the Ryder Cup.

Now it's about stroke play. 
Now it's about history of  
their own, not a trophy they 
share.

"All the pressure is on 
him," McIlroy said. "He went 
to Augusta State. He's got a 
lot of  support here. I'm hop-
ing to come in and spoil the 
party."

McIlroy has plenty on him, 
too.

The Masters is where he 
threw away a four-shot lead 
in the final round, and now 
it's the missing piece of  a ca-
reer slam.

"Hopefully, all I did learn 
seven years ago, I can put 
into practice," McIlroy said. 
"I've been waiting for this 
chance."

Reed doesn't have a major. 
He doesn't have experience of  
a big stage, a big crowd and 
enormous pressure. That 
came from Hazeltine and a 
match described as "one of  

the best we ever played."
"The biggest thing I can 

pull from it is going head-to-
head with Rory and I was 
able to put together a good 
round," he said.

But he shrugged off  any 
other comparisons, starting 
with the decorum outside the 
ropes at Augusta National 
compared with a flag-waving 
crowd at the Ryder Cup.

Reed also doesn't buy into 
the idea that the pressure is 
all on him.

"I am leading," he said. "At 
the same time, he's going for 
the career Grand Slam."

THE MASTERS

Tiger Woods no longer dominant, and that’s OK

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Tiger Woods, left, didn’t have the magical comeback at the Masters in Augusta, Georgia, this weekend for which so many had hoped. 
Woods won’t return to the dominance he showed earlier, but that’s OK.

MASTERS FROM PAGE B1

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Rory McIlroy looks for his ball in the azaleas on the 13th hole during the third round of the Masters on 
Saturday in Augusta, Georgia. McIlroy managed a par on the hole and is just three shots behind leader 
Patrick Reed entering today’s final round.

SATURDAY
At Augusta National Golf Club
Augusta, Ga.
Purse: TBA ($11 million in 2017)
Yardage: 7,435; Par 72
Third Round
a-denotes amateur

Patrick Reed 69-66-67—202
Rory McIlroy 69-71-65—205
Rickie Fowler 70-72-65—207
Jon Rahm 75-68-65—208
Henrik Stenson 69-70-70—209
Tommy Fleetwood 72-72-66—210
Bubba Watson 73-69-68—210
Marc Leishman 70-67-73—210
Justin Thomas 74-67-70—211
Jordan Spieth 66-74-71—211
Dustin Johnson 73-68-71—212
Cameron Smith 71-72-70—213
Justin Rose 72-70-71—213
Louis Oosthuizen 71-71-71—213
Jason Day 75-71-69—215
Jimmy Walker 73-71-71—215
Bernd Wiesberger 70-73-72—215
Matt Kuchar 68-75-72—215
Charley Hoffman 69-73-73—215
Tony Finau 68-74-73—215
Matthew Fitzpatrick 75-74-67—216
Si Woo Kim 75-73-68—216

Kevin Kisner 72-75-69—216
Francesco Molinari 72-74-70—216
Satoshi Kodaira 71-74-71—216
Russell Henley 73-72-71—216
Adam Hadwin 69-75-72—216
Hideki Matsuyama 73-71-72—216
Haotong Li 69-76-72—217
Paul Casey 74-75-69—218
Adam Scott 75-73-70—218
Daniel Berger 73-74-71—218
Ryan Moore 74-72-72—218
Jhonattan Vegas 77-69-72—218
Zach Johnson 70-74-74—218
Webb Simpson 76-73-70—219
Bernhard Langer 74-74-71—219
Fred Couples 72-74-73—219
Rafa Cabrera Bello 69-76-74—219
Tiger Woods 73-75-72—220
Bryson DeChambeau 74-74-72—220
Branden Grace 73-73-74—220
Kiradech Aphibarnrat 79-70-72—221
Xander Schauffele 71-78-72—221
Martin Kaymer 74-73-74—221
Kyle Stanley 72-74-75—221
Tyrrell Hatton 74-75-73—222
a-Doug Ghim 72-76-74—222
Chez Reavie 76-71-75—222
Phil Mickelson 70-79-74—223
Ian Poulter 74-75-74—223
Brian Harman 73-74-76—223
Vijay Singh 71-74-79—224

MASTERS SCORES
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SATURDAY PUZZLES

THE ANSWERS TO THESE PUZZLES CAN BE FOUND ON 
TODAY’S DAILY PLANNER PAGE.

THE DAILY CROSSWORD PUZZLE

ACROSS
1 Where 

thoughts can 
be organized

11 __ punk: No 
Doubt genre

14 Not go off-
script

15 Zero-star fare
16 They’re 

hidden 
annually

17 Holds up
18 Got into a 

pickle?
19 Xi preceders
20 Kind of 

baseball 
league for 
pre-Little 
Leaguers

22 Duplicates
24 Dogs follow 

them
26 Ruled by 

thieves
30 Like some 

restaurant 
boxes

33 Crispy 
triangle

34 One of two 
possible 
Passover 
mos.

35 Indignant 
reply

37 “It’s Raining 
__”: The 
Weather Girls 
hit

38 Sip
40 Charge
41 Lost control in 

a big way

44 Throw below 
deck, say

45 Bolo ties or 
bell-bottoms

48 “Camptown 
Races” refrain 
syllables

49 Brick partner
53 Graduates
55 One using 

bugs
56 Media co. 

based in D.C. 
and Fla.

57 Best Actress 
between 
Jennifer and 
Julianne

58 Targets
62 Building 

blocks for 
tots

63 They take 
forever

64 Kinda 
equivalent

65 “Quit it with 
the attitude!”

DOWN
1 Begin to fast?
2 Raccoon kin
3 Start over
4 Grisham hero, 

often: Abbr.
5 Carbolic acid
6 Read carefully
7 They may be 

blonde or red
8 Glutton
9 University 

dept.
10 Franklin 

spelled  
it out

11 What you 
might get on 
a day off

12 Laker great, 
familiarly

13 Arcing recess
15 Former Fox 

News anchor 
Van Susteren

21 2001 scandal 
subject

23 Ring stats
24 Extend
25 Expression 

maker
27 College in 

Claremont, 
California

28 __ jure: by the 
law itself

29 Word with 
neck or cut

30 Row
31 Ancient 

performance 
halls

32 Shares 
expenses, in a 
way

36 Star-studded 
hunter

39 Intervention 
target

42 Like much 
table salt

43 Depresses
46 Development 

units
47 Lawn grass 

genus
50 Arab Spring 

city
51 “__ begins 

in delight 
and ends in 
wisdom”: 
Frost

52 Certain cycle
53 Antioxidant-

rich berry
54 Chocolates, 

e.g.
55 Kind
59 WWII arena
60 Han and 

Leia’s son 
Kylo __

61 “__ a date!”

Claire Muscat

Previous Puzzle Solved

4/7/18

SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY:
Each row, column and 
set of 3-by-3 boxes 
must contain the 
numbers 1 through 9 
without repetition.

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

JUMBLE
THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

PRO BASKETBALL

Toronto tops in East, but road 
likely goes through LeBron

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Toronto guard Kyle Lowry (7) has helped the Raptors earn the No. 1 seed in the Eastern Conference 
heading into the NBA playoffs.

MIAMI — It only looks like 
parity.

Consider it an April tradi-
tion: A new postseason, a 
new No. 1 seed in the Eastern 
Conference. This time, it's To-
ronto doing the honors — the 
Raptors' win over Indiana on 
Friday makes them the sev-
enth different club in the past 
seven years to get the top line 
on the East bracket, following 
Chicago, Miami, Indiana, At-
lanta, Cleveland and Boston.

It's an unprecedented run 
of  top-seed diversity for the 
NBA, at least since the league 
started seeding by conference 
in 1973.

Of  course, those top seeds 
usually find out that finish-
ing ahead of  LeBron James 
in April is much easier than 
ousting him in May.

"Listen, it doesn't matter to 
me if  I'm a 6 seed, or a 3 seed, 
or a 2 seed, or an 8 seed," 
James said. "If  I come into 
your building for a Game 1, it 
will be very challenging."

So make no mistake, the 
East still goes through 
James.

He is trying to reach the 
NBA Finals for the eighth con-
secutive season. James' teams 
are 24-2 in East series as the 
higher seed, 6-2 in East series 
as the lower seed. And while 
the Raptors will be the favor-
ites, there will be a certain 
amount of skepticism until 
someone knocks James off his 
perch atop the conference.

"What he does in a playoff  
series is very unique," Atlan-
ta coach Mike Budenholzer 
said.

It's been almost predeter-
mined for the past few years, 

regardless of who's seeded 
where, that James' team would 
be the one winning the East.

But this year, it might not 
be so simple.

"You've got to go through 
whoever it is anyway," Cava-
liers coach Tyronn Lue said.

The Raptors are enjoying 
their best season in history, 
with a franchise-record 57 
wins and counting and now 
knowing that the road for 
anyone to win the Eastern 
Conference title will go 
through Canada. But while 
the Raptors haven't exactly 
been sprinting across the fin-
ish line there have been some 
teams hitting their best 
stride, namely Cleveland and 
Philadelphia.

And when the East bracket 
is set, the Raptors know plen-
ty of  pundits won't be pencil-
ing them in for a trip to the 
NBA Finals, even with the 
knowledge that Kyrie Irving 
— who has had some incredi-
ble playoff  moments with 
James and Cleveland in re-
cent years — won't be playing 
for Boston in these playoffs 
because of  knee surgery.

"We really just have to 
maintain focus on ourselves 
and not worry about who 
says this, that, what hap-
pens," Toronto guard Kyle 
Lowry said. "All we can do is 
focus on our team, our orga-
nization and the things that 
we do. We don't really care to 
be talked about. We just go 
out there and have to prove 
what we need to prove."

Thing is, in the East this 
year and with all due respect 
to the way James has been 
playing of  late — so well, he 
has said he would vote for 
himself  as the league MVP — 
it's hard to envision any team 

being fearful of  any other.
With the exception of  Mil-

waukee, which was swept 3-0 
by Miami, every team in the 
East has beaten every other 
playoff  team in their confer-
ence at least once during this 
regular season. The Cavaliers 
are 15-10 against the other 
East playoff-bound clubs; the 
Bucks are 9-16 and the 76ers 
are 10-16 against the other 
East qualifiers.

Everyone else falls some-
where in the middle.

"Eastern Conference bas-
ketball," Miami coach Erik 
Spoelstra said, "it's the height 
of  competition."

The West seems much easi-
er to forecast.

Houston has separated it-
self  from everyone, and Gold-
en State — which has been 
decimated by injuries, but is 
hopeful of  having Stephen 
Curry back by the second 
round — is probably still 
going to be thought of  by 
many as no worse than a co-
favorite to reach the NBA Fi-
nals for the fourth consecu-
tive time.

The East probably has 
more teams capable of  reach-
ing The Finals.

But beating James four 
times is not going to be easy 
for any of  them, regardless 
of  home-court advantage.

"Toronto's having a heck of  
a year, (so is) Boston and ev-
erything they're doing with a 
lot of  injuries themselves, 
and I think some of  the teams 
in the middle and back of  the 
pack are interesting," Buden-
holzer said. "But until some-
body beats whatever team 
LeBron's playing for, it al-
ways feels like the team that 
he's playing for is the team to 
beat in the East."

BY TIM REYNOLDS
The Associated Press

PRO BASKETBALL

Nuggets eliminate Clippers in 134-115 rout
LOS ANGELES (AP) — After four games 

with their defense leading the way, the Den-
ver Nuggets turned to their offense Saturday 
and regained control of  their playoff  destiny.

The Nuggets made 10 of  their first 12 shots 
and they ran off  to a 134-115 victory over the 
Los Angeles Clippers on Saturday.

They will reach the postseason if  they win 
their last two games.

"At this time of  the year, it's all about find-
ing a way to get wins," Nuggets coach Mike 
Malone said.

"We're playing 'Get-It-Done' basketball. 
We're getting it done. Going into tonight, we'd 
been playing good defense. We controlled the 
game, won all four quarters, another big step 
in the right direction."

Will Barton scored 31 points and Nikola 
Jokic added 23 points, 11 rebounds and 11 as-
sists as the Nuggets posted their fifth straight 
win to pull into a tie with the Minnesota Tim-
berwolves for eighth place in the Western 
Conference with two games to play. Both 
teams are 45-35.

The Nuggets finish the regular season at 
home against Portland on Monday night.

"I think overall — offensively, defensively, 
controlling our turnovers, I think we're play-
ing overall our best basketball," Paul Millsap 
said. "Not our best offense we've played all 
year, not necessarily our best defense, but to 
be a good team you have to have balance."

It all sets up for the Nuggets' season-ending 
game against the Timberwolves in Minneapo-
lis on Wednesday night. Minnesota, which 

holds the tiebreaker over the Nuggets, hosts 
Memphis on Monday night.

"Our guys have really taken that to heart," 
Malone said. "There's a belief  in that locker 
room, a lot of  positivity. I think we're all in, 
100 percent, believing in each other."

Meanwhile, the injury-riddled Clippers 
were eliminated from the playoff  race. The 
Clippers suffered their fourth loss in five 
games, falling to 42-38, 2½ games out of  
eighth place with two to play. The elimination 
ends a run of  six consecutive postseason ap-
pearances for the Clippers, who previously 
missed the playoffs in 2010-11.

"I don't think I have been more proud of  a 
group, maybe ever, than I have been of  this 
group," said Clippers coach Doc Rivers, who 
has been forced by injuries to field 35 starting 
lineups. "We have asked a lot of  guys to do a 
lot of  stuff  they should not have had to do 
and yet they did it."

On Saturday, the Clippers simply could not 
keep up with the Nuggets as they had 36 as-
sists on 53 field goals.

"The stat that jumps out at me was the fact 
that we had 36 assists, and eight turnovers," 
Malone said. "We actually had more assists 
than rebounds. I've never seen that before."

Jamal Murray added 19 points and Wilson 
Chandler 13 for the Nuggets, who shot their sec-
ond-best shooting percent (62.4) of the season.

"When the ball is moving around like it was 
tonight, and you're able to shoot 62 percent, 
guys definitely made shots, but we passed up 
good shots to get great shots," Malone said. 
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ELFRIEDE A. LITTLE 
Elfriede Arndt Little ("Frie-

da"), age 91, beloved wife of  
the late James Edward Little 
("Ed"), died on Sunday, April 

1, 2018, in Naples, 
Florida.

Born in Ger-
many on June 
26, 1926, she was 
the daughter of  
the late Karlo 
Arndt ("Opa") 
and Toni Arndt 
("Oma"). She 

lived in Sumter for more than 
50 years until moving to Na-
ples, Florida, more than 1 1/2 
years ago and becoming part 
of  the Carlisle Senior Retire-
ment Center family. 

Ms. Little worked at the 
Shaw Air Force Base Officers 
Club. She went on to spend 
many years managing the 
Shaw Air Force Base Bowling 
Lanes prior to her retirement. 
She was a life-long bowler, 
winning many titles including 
the South Carolina State 
Women's Singles Champion-
ship and the South Eastern 
United States Championship. 
She became a certified bowl-
ing instructor and coached all 
leagues from Bantam to Se-
nior. She held many offices in-
cluding president of  the Shaw 
Women’s Bowling Association 
and was a life member of  the 
USBC. She was a member of  
Shaw Air Force Base Chapel 
and while in Naples, Florida, 
she attended North Naples 
Methodist Church.

She was a past member and 
officer of  the Order of  the 
Eastern Star, Hillcrest Mason-
ic Lodge #397 and a part of  
the Daughters of  the Nile. 
Also she was a member of  the 
Colorettes, Jamil Shrine Tem-
ple Color Guard. She was a 
member and president of  the 
Midlands Retired Military As-
sociation Club ("MRMA") 
Auxiliary, as her husband was 
a charter member.

She was an avid Atlanta 
Braves, South Carolina Game-
cocks, Wake Forest Demon 
Deacon and Carolina Pan-
thers fan and her newest love, 
the Kansas City Royals.

Surviving are: two children, 
Heinz Little and his wife, Deb-

bie, of  Naples, Florida, and 
Nola Anderson and her hus-
band, Warren Newhouse, of  
Gainesville, Florida; three 
grandchildren, Tracey Wood-
son and her husband, Mike, 
Kelly Rabalais and her hus-
band, Brian, and Ryan Ander-
son and his wife, Stephany; 
and three great grandchil-
dren, Chandler, Kayla and 
Scarlett.

A funeral service will be 
held on Tuesday at 1 p.m. in 
the Bullock Funeral Home 
Chapel with Mr. Wayne West 
officiating. Interment will be 
private.

The family will host a re-
ception following the service.

A celebration of  life will be 
held on Saturday, April 14, 
2018, at 4 p.m. at the Carlisle 
Senior Retirement Center.

In lieu of  flowers, memori-
als may be made to the Shri-
ners Children’s Hospital, 950 
W. Faris Road, Greenville, SC 
29605.

You may go to www.bullock-
funeralhome.com and sign the 
family's guest book.

The family has chosen Bull-
ock Funeral Home for the ar-
rangements.

LISA LAFRELL LANE

GREENSBORO, N.C. — Lisa 
LaFrell Lane, 53, passed away 
on April 4, 2018, at High Point 
Regional Hospital.

Born Aug. 24, 1964, in Sum-
ter, she was a daughter of  the 
late James I. and Lillie Mae 
Tindal Lane.

The family will receive 
friends beginning Tuesday at 
the home of  James and Shir-
ley Lane, 1700 London Road, 
Sumter.

Wright Cremation & Funer-
al Service of  High Point, 
North Carolina, is in charge 
of  arrangements. 

ROBERT LEE GREENE
Robert Lee Greene, 68, de-

parted this life on Monday, 
April 2, 2018. 

Born on July 19, 1949, Rob-
ert Lee was a son of  the late 
Jim and Albertha Singleton 
Greene. Robert received his 
formal education in the public 
schools of  Sumter County. 
Robert believed in giving his 
best as an employee and had 
excellent work ethics. He was 
employed for 30 years with 
Russel Logging. Robert had a 
unique personality and a keen 
sense of  humor. There was al-
ways laughter whenever you 
were in his presence.

Survivors include five 
brothers, Carlisle Greene, 
Jimmy Greene, Earl (Elouise) 
Greene, Lawrence Greene and 
John Edward (Carolyn) 
Greene, all of  Sumter; four 
sisters, Gladys (Lindsey) 
Woodson of  Baltimore, Bettye 
(Albertus) Tomlin, Roberta 
Greene and Linda Greene, all 
of  Sumter; seven nephews; 15 
nieces; 58 great-nieces and 
great-nephews; and 15 great-
great-nieces and nephews. 

Robert was preceded in 
death by his parents, grand-
parents, a nephew, and sever-
al aunts and uncles.

Public viewing will be held 
from 2 to 6 p.m. today at Job's 
Mortuary.

Mr. Greene will be placed in 
the church at 1 p.m. on Mon-
day for viewing until the hour 
of  service.

Funeral services will be 
held at 2 p.m. on Monday at 
Salem Chapel & Heritage Cen-
ter, 101 S. Salem Ave., Sumter, 
with the Rev. Randolph Green 
Officiating. Interment will fol-
low at the Billie-Simon Ceme-
tery.

The family will receive 
friends at the home of  his sis-
ter, 358 Mooneyham Road, 
Sumter.

Job’s Mortuary Inc., 312 S. 
Main St., Sumter, is in charge 
of  arrangements.

Online memorials may be 
sent to the family at jobsmor-
tuary@sc.rr.com or visit us on 
the web at www.jobsmortuary.
net. 

RUTHIE WRIGHT
Prophetess Ruthie Wright, 

59, entered eternal rest on 
Tuesday, April 3, 2018, at her 
home. 

Born on Dec. 26, 1958, in 
Sumter, she was a daughter of  
the late Charlie Wright Sr. 

and Ruth Devoe Wright. She 
attended the public schools of  
Sumter County and was a 
graduate of  Sumter High 
School Class of  1977. Ruthie 
studied at and graduated from 
Central Carolina Technical 
College, where she earned 
various credentials, which in-
cluded a diploma in account-
ing and a certificate in early 
childhood development. She 
was employed at Silver Moon 
Diner in downtown Sumter, 
as a domestic employee for 
different employers through-
out Sumter County and as a 
Special Needs substitute 
teacher for the Sumter Coun-
ty School District.

 Ruthie decided to listen to 
her heavenly father and walk 
with him. Thus, she began 
her missionary work and trav-
eled throughout several states 
while being committed to the 
Lord as a "Strong Woman of  
God." She attended the Wom-
en’s Institute of  Ministry, At-
lanta, from 2002 to 2007, where 
she earned her title as proph-
etess and was ordained to 
preach the gospel. She was in 
the top of  her class. 

Prophetess Ruthie has left 
an imprint and a legacy that 
will continue through her de-
voted daughters, Regina M. 
Wright and Vanessa G. 
(Moses) Gary, both of  Sumter; 
two granddaughters; seven 
grandsons; three sisters, Bar-
bara J. (Danny) Fickens, Deb-
orah A. (Ronnie) Witherspoon 
and Jeanette (Leroy) Bland-
ing; three brothers, Charlie 
Wright Jr., Wilford (Adelle) 
Wright and Stanley (Audrey) 
Wright; a host of  aunts, un-
cles, nieces, nephews, cousins, 
other relatives and friends. 

The family is receiving rela-
tives and friends at her home, 
43 James Village, Sumter, and 
at 218 Gamble St., Sumter. 

Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Tuesday at 
New Bethel Missionary Bap-
tist Church, 3249 U.S. 15 
South, Sumter, with the Rev. 
Willie A. Wright, pastor, eulo-
gist.

The remains will be placed 
in the church at 10 a.m.

The procession will leave at 
10:20 a.m. from 218 Gamble 
St., Sumter.

Burial will be at Bradford 
Cemetery. 

Services directed by the 
management and staff  of  Wil-
liams Funeral Home Inc., 821 
N. Main St., Sumter. 

Online memorial messages 
may be sent to the family at 
williamsfuneralhome@sc.rr.
com. Visit us on the web at 
www.WilliamsFuneralHo-
meInc.com.

DEBORAH H. ARDIS
Deborah Holliday Ardis, 55, 

wife of  William Daniel “Boot” 
Ardis, died Wednesday, April 
4, 2018, at her home.

Born Nov. 13, 1962, in Sum-
ter, she was a daughter of  the 
late William Sidney Holliday 
and the late Dorothy McLeod 
Whitcomb. 

Survivors include her hus-
band of  Sumter; a step-son, 
Donald Eugene Holliday Jr. of  
Sumter; and two sisters, Pa-
mela Jennings (Larry) and 
Patricia Atkinson, all of  Sum-
ter. 

She was preceded in death 
by a brother, Billy Joe Walker.

A graveside service will be 
held at 2 p.m. Tuesday in the 
Paxville Cemetery with the 
Rev. Kenny Griffin officiating.

The family will receive 
friends at the home, 4045 Bush 
Branch Road.

Elmore-Cannon-Stephens 
Funeral Home and Crematori-
um of  Sumter is in charge of  
the arrangements.

JOSEPH F. KOLAR JR.
Joseph “Joe” F. Kolar Jr., 

79, husband of  Frances 
“Fran” Pierson Kolar, died 
Saturday, April 7, 2018, at Cov-
enant Place.

Services will be announced 
by Elmore-Cannon-Stephens 
Funeral Home and Crematori-
um of  Sumter.

JAMES HOLLAND
James Holland, 76, died Fri-

day, April 6, 2018, at Palmetto 
Health Richland in Columbia.

Born March 30, 1942, in 
Sumter County, he was the 
son of  the late Mandow Ben-
bow Holland and Linzy Hol-
land Sr. 

The family will receive 
friends at 210 Kirven St., Pine-
wood. Funeral arrangements 
are incomplete at this time 
and will be announced by 
Summerton Funeral Home 
LLC.

OBITUARIES

LITTLE

Megan Phillips pitched the final 
6⅔ innings to get the win. She had 
eight strikeouts and didn’t walk a 
batter while allowing three hits and 
one run.

In the second game, Sumter 
scored six runs in the first three in-
nings and never looked back for the 
5-run win.

The Fire Ants led 6-1 after three 
innings. Union cut the lead to 6-4 be-
fore USCS put the game away with 
three runs in the fifth.

Shaw was 3-for-3 with a run and 
three RBI. Bettencourt and Brooke 
Ward both had two hits in Sumter’s 
10-hit attack. Ward had two runs 
and an RBI, while Bettencourt had a 
double, a run and an RBI. 

Lyles had a hit, two runs and two 
RBI.

Phillips came on in relief  in this 
game as well to get the win. She 
worked the final five innings, allow-
ing five hits while walking two and 
striking out four. She allowed three 
runs, but only one was earned.

The Fire Ants are scheduled to 
play a pair of  doubleheaders with 
Spartanburg Methodist College this 
week, in Sumter on Friday and in 
Spartanburg on Saturday.

SMC is normally the frontrunner 

in Region X, but was just 3-3 head-
ing into this weekend.

“This is a very big series for us,” 
Cataldo said. “We have a lot of  re-
spect for Spartanburg, and we know 
we’ll have to play well. If  we do well 
then the series against Louisburg 
(on April 21-22) will be for first.”

That will be the last series of  the 
regular season. The Region X tour-
nament will be played at Patriot 
Park April 27-29.

ANTS FROM PAGE B1

PRO BASEBALL

Mets win 4th in row; send Harper, Nats to 4th straight loss
WASHINGTON (AP) — As-

drubal Cabrera hit an RBI 
double and scored the go-
ahead run in the seventh in-
ning, helping the New York 
Mets come back to beat the 
Washington Nationals 3-2 Sat-
urday for their fourth straight 
win despite Bryce Harper's 
fifth homer.

Dave Martinez was ejected 
for the first time as a manager 
as the NL East champions lost 
their fourth consecutive game 
to fall to 4-4. Washington's 
rookie skipper put on quite an 
old-school show, too, throwing 
his cap and kicking at the dirt 
near home plate when he was 
tossed by umpire Marty Fos-
ter in the third.

Martinez came out to argue 
after third baseman Anthony 
Rendon was ejected when he 
flipped his bat in reaction to 
being called out on strikes by 
Foster. Rendon was one of  a 
handful of  Nationals batters 
who registered displeasure 
about called strikes in the 
early innings.

The score was 1-all when 
Harper led off  the bottom off  
the sixth against reliever Han-
sel Robles (1-0) by taking a 94 
mph fastball the opposite way, 
putting it in the back of  New 
York's bullpen.

That lead didn't last long 
against a Mets club that is 
now 6-1 under new manager 
Mickey Callaway, a year after 
the team went 70-92.

Nationals righty Brandon 
Kintzler (0-1) came on in his 

usual role for the seventh and 
promptly gave up consecutive 
hits to Amed Rosario and Ca-
brera to make it 2-2. Then 
after an out and an intention-
al walk, Kintzler — who al-
lowed Jay Bruce's grand slam 
in the series opener Thursday 
— got Todd Frazier to hit a 
bouncer up the middle. Mi-
chael Conforto was running 
from first on the play and was 
safe when second baseman 
Howie Kendrick bobbled the 
ball before throwing over to 
get Frazier, allowing Cabrera 
to get home.

Jeurys Familia, New York's 
sixth pitcher, recorded five 
outs for his fourth save.

Mets starter Steven Matz 
went five innings and allowed 

one unearned run and three 
hits. He struck out eight, in-
cluding five in a row in one 
stretch. His Nationals counter-
part, Gio Gonzalez, put up simi-
lar numbers, going 5 1-3 in-
nings, with one earned run, six 
hits, six strikeouts — and one 
face-saving catch of a come-
back liner that was headed di-
rectly for his head in the third.
CARDINALS 5
DIAMONDBACKS 3

ST. LOUIS — In the coldest 
home start in Cardinals' histo-
ry, Jose Martinez homered 
and drove in four runs as St. 
Louis ended the Arizona Dia-
mondbacks' four-game win-
ning streak with a 5-3 victory 
on Saturday.

It was 37 degrees at game-
time with a wind chill of  29. 
The previous recorded low in 
St. Louis was 37 degrees for 
the first pitch on April 16, 
1961, against Cincinnati.

Michael Wacha (1-1) out-
pitched Zack Greinke (1-1) de-
spite matching a career high 
with five walks in the chilly 
weather. Four of Wacha's passes 
came in the first two innings.

Both starters went five in-
nings. Dominic Leone and 
Matt Bowman each pitched a 
perfect inning of  relief  for the 
Cardinals and Jordan Hicks 
gave up an unearned run in 
the eighth. Bud Norris struck 
out the side to earn his first 
save of  the season.
AMERICAN LEAGUE

YANKEES 8
ORIOLES 3

NEW YORK — Sonny Gray 
pitched six effective innings, 
rookie Miguel Andujar hit a 
tiebreaking sacrifice fly and 
the New York Yankees 
downed the Baltimore Orioles 
8-3 on Saturday to snap a two-
game skid.

New York broke a 3-all tie in 
the sixth on Andujar's sacri-
fice fly, scoring Didi Gregori-
us with his first RBI of  the 
season.

Austin Romine hit a soft 
pop to shallow right later in 
the inning that bounced out 
of  first baseman Chris Davis' 
glove, allowing Tyler Austin 
to score and chasing starter 
Chris Tillman (0-2).

The day after the Yankees 
used eight pitchers in an ex-
tra-inning marathon, Gray 
gave his team some much-
needed length. The righty was 
charged with three runs on 
four hits, walking two and 
striking out four.

Gray (1-0) dodged trouble 
with his final batter thanks to 
newcomer Jace Peterson, who 
was signed to a major league 
contract before the game. With 
runners on second and third 
and two outs, Peterson snagged 
RED SOX 10
RAYS 3

BOSTON — Xander Bo-
gaerts hit the first grand slam 
by a Boston player since the 
end of  the 2016 season and 
drove in a career-best six runs 
to carry the Red Sox to a 10-3 
win over the Tampa Bay Rays 
on Saturday for their seventh 
straight victory.

J.D. Martinez hit his first 
home run since signing a $110 
million, five-year contract 
during spring training as a 
free agent. Rafael Devers also 
connected.

This is just the second time 
in franchise history that the 
Red Sox have lost their season 
opener and won the next 
seven. The other came in 1904 
when Boston captured the AL 
pennant.

The Rays have lost seven 
straight and are off  to their 
worst start ever after rallying 
for a win at home over the 
Red Sox on opening day.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Washington’s Michael A. Taylor (3) steals third before New York Mets 
third baseman Todd Frazier (21) can apply the tag during the fifth in-
ning of their game at Nationals Park on Saturday in Washington. Um-
pire Doug Eddings (88) watches the play. New York won 3-2.
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All four Stewart-Haas cars are in the top 
11 in season points through the first six 
races. Harvick is seventh, followed by Bow-
yer at eighth, Busch 10th and Almirola 
11th.

Hendrick Motorsports also has all four of  
its drivers in the top 20. But Alex Bowman, 
Jimmie Johnson, Chase Elliott and William 
Byron are all below the Stewart-Haas driv-
ers in the standings.

Busch is the first three-time Cup pole sit-
ter in Texas, where he and Harvick will 
make their track-record 31st starts. TMS, 
which opened in 1997, is hosting its 35th 
race. Both have one win there.

When asked why Stewart-Haas is having 
so much success this season, Busch was ad-
mittedly biased in his assessment. Tony 
Gibson, his former crew chief  including for 
the 2017 Daytona 500 win, is now off  the 
road in what the driver calls "a perfect role" 
for Gibson, who is involved in building the 
cars for all four teams.

"If  you go ask him now, he will say it is all 
about the people and process around him," 
Busch said. "But he has found some good 
people, rearranged them into different posi-
tions and I think that our team is doing a 
really good job of  creating continuity be-
tween the four cars."

Harvick won at Texas last November, and 
this season has won the only two races on 
1½-mile tracks , at Atlanta and Las Vegas, 
during his three-race winning streak.

This is only Stewart-Haas Racing's second 
season with Ford, after the team switched 
from Chevrolet.

"When you see what Stewart-Haas Rac-
ing has done with Ford, we still haven't 
reached the potential of  where we can be," 
Harvick said. "We have, in my opinion, the 
most stable team in the garage. When you 
have the most stable team in the garage 

from a financial standpoint and manufac-
turer standpoint, that attracts good people. 
... We are the drivers lucky enough to be in 
a position of  where Stewart-Haas racing is 
right now. We have a very solid founda-
tion."

Three-time Cup champion Tony Stewart 
was still driving with Joe Gibbs Racing in 
2008 when he announced he would join 
forces with Cup owner Gene Haas to form 
Stewart-Haas Racing. The team made its 
debut in 2009 and is in its 10th season, 
marking 1,000 starts in the top series when 
all four drivers take the green flag in 
Texas.

RACE FROM PAGE B1

Villanova's Jay Wright received the John 
R. Wooden Legends of  Coaching honor.

Other winners were:
— Purdue's Carsen Edwards won the 

Jerry West shooting guard of  the year for 
his team-leading 18.5-point average to go 
with 3.9 rebounds and 2.9 assists. West 
presented his namesake trophy.

— Angel Delgado of  Seton Hall received 
the Kareem Abdul-Jabbar center of  the 
year. He was the Big East's top rebounder 

for the third time in four years, averaging 
11.8 rebounds. He also averaged 13.6 points.

— Villanova's Mikal Bridges received 
the Julius Erving small forward of  the 
year for a season that saw him average 
17.7 points and shoot 51 percent from the 
field.

— Deandre Ayton of  Arizona accepted 
the Karl Malone power forward of  the 
year award from the Hall of  Famer. He 
was the Pac-12 player of  the year and led 
the league in rebounding. The 7-foot-1 
freshman had 24 double-doubles, the most 
in school history.

AWARDS FROM PAGE B1

MONDAY
Varsity Baseball
Brookland-Cayce at Lakewood, 6:30 p.m.
Lamar at East Clarendon, 6 p.m.
Wilson Hall at Camden, 6:30 p.m.

Varsity and JV Baseball
Trinity-Byrnes at Robert E. Lee, 4 p.m.
Sumter Christian at South Pointe Christian, 4 
p.m.

Junior Varsity Baseball
Hartsville at Crestwood, 6 p.m.
Lakewood at Darlington, 6 p.m.
Manning at Timberland, 6:30 p .m.

Junior Varsity Boys Golf
Camden at Sumter (at Beech Creek Golf 
Club), 4:30 p.m.

Varsity Softball
Conway at Sumter, 6:30 p.m.
Sumter Christian at South Pointe Christian, 4 
p.m.

Varsity and JV Softball
Lakewood at Manning, 5:30 p.m.

Varsity Boys Tennis
Sumter at Manning, 5 p.m.
Manning at Berkeley, 5 p.m.

Middle School Track and Field
Ebenezer, Furman, Hillcrest at Chestnut 
Oaks, TBA
Alice Drive, Bates, Mayewood (at Crestwood 
High), TBA

TUESDAY
Varsity Baseball
West Florence at Sumter, 6:30 p.m.
Crestwood at Hartsville, 6:30 p.m.
Darlington at Lakewood, 6:30 p.m.
Timberland at Manning, 6:30 p.m.
Lake View at East Clarendon, 6 p.m.

Varsity and JV Baseball
Orangeburg Prep at Wilson Hall, 4 p.m.
Florence Christian at Laurence Manning, 4 
p.m.

Junior Varsity Baseball
East Clarendon at Green Sea-Floyds, 5:30 
p.m.

B Team Baseball
Wilson Hall at Hammond, 4:30 p.m.
Robert E. Lee at Pee Dee, 6 p.m.

Varsity Boys Golf
East Clarendon, Brookland-Cayce at Manning 
(at Wyboo Golf Club), 4:30 p.m.
Wilson Hall, Laurence Manning, Florence 
Christian, Orangeburg Prep in SCISA Region 
II-3A Match (at Wyboo Golf Club), 3;30 p.m.

Varsity Boys Soccer
Darlington at Lakewood, 7:30 p.m.
Laurence Manning at Wilson Hall, 6 p.m.
Calhoun Academy at Thomas Sumter, 6 p.m.

Varsity and JV Boys Soccer
Carolina Forest at Sumter, 6 p.m.

Varsity Girls Soccer
Darlington at Lakewood, 6 p.m.

Varsity and JV Girls Soccer
Sumter at Carolina Forest, 6 p.m.

Varsity Softball
Lake View at East Clarendon, 5:30 p.m.
Wilson Hall at Florence Christian, 4:30 p.m.
Maranatha Christian at Sumter Christian, 4 
p.m.

Varsity and JV Softball
West Florence at Sumter, 5:30 p.m.
Crestwood at Lakewood, 5:30 p.m.
Timberland at Manning, 5:30 p.m.
Williamsburg at Laurence Manning, 4 p.m.

Junior Varsity Softball
East Clarendon at Green Sea-Floyds, 5:30 
p.m.

Varsity Boys Tennis
Carolina Forest at Sumter, 5 p.m.

Varsity Track and Field
Lakewood at Sumter, 5 p.m.
East Clarendon, North Central, Lake City at 
Crestwood, 5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Varsity and JV Baseball
North Central at Crestwood, 5 p.m.

Junior Varsity Baseball
Lugoff-Elgin at Sumter, 6 p.m.
Lakewood at Manning, 6 p.m.
East Clarendon at Lamar, 5:30 p.m.
Wilson Hall at Camden Military, 4:30 p.m.

B Team Baseball
Pee Dee at Thomas Sumter, 5:30 p.m.

Varsity Boys Golf
Wilson Hall in Home Match (at Sunset 
Country Club), 4 p.m.

Varsity Girls Soccer
Lakewood at South Florence, 6 p.m.

Junior Varsity Boys Soccer
Wilson Hall at Hartsville Middle, 6 p.m.

Varsity Softball
C.A. Johnson at lee Central, 6 p.m.

Varsity and JV Softball
Sumter at Crestwood, 5:30 p.m.
Robert E. Lee at Wilson Hall, 3:45 p.m.

Varsity Track and Field
East Clarendon at Manning, 5 p.m.

Wilson Hall, Laurence Manning at Porter-
Gaud, 3:45 p.m.

THURSDAY
Varsity Baseball
River Bluff at Sumter, 6:30 p.m.
Robert E. Lee at Northside Christian, 6:30 
p.m.

Varsity and B Team Baseball
Heathwood Hall at Laurence Manning, 4:30 
p.m.

Junior Varsity Baseball
Crestwood at Hartsville, 6 p.m.
Darlington at Lakewood, 6 p.m.
Timberland at Manning, 6:30 p.m.

Varsity Boys Golf
Manning at Orangeburg-Wilkinson, 4:30 p.m.
Wilson Hall at Pinewood Prep, 4 p.m.

Junior Varsity Boys Golf
East Clarendon Varsity at Sumter (at Beech 
Creek Golf Club, 4:30 p.m.

Varsity Boys Soccer
Manning at Bishop England, 7:30 p.m.

Varsity and JV Boys Soccer
Lugoff-Elgin at Lakewood, 5:30 p.m.

Varsity Girls Soccer
Crestwood at Governor’s School of Science & 
Math, 6 p.m.

Varsity Softball
Pee Dee at Laurence Manning, 4:30 p.m.

Varsity and JV Softball
Sumter at Lakewood, 5:30 p.m.
Wilson Hall at Northwood, 4:30 p.m.

Junior Varsity Softball
East Clarendon at Latta, 5:30 p.m.
Laurence Manning at Andrews, 5 p.m.

Varsity Boys Tennis
Berkeley at Manning, 5 p.m.

Varsity Track and Field
Lee Central at Marion, 5 p.m.

Middle School Track and Field
Thomas Sumter, Robert E. Lee at Wilson Hall, 
3:45 p.m.

FRIDAY
Varsity Baseball
Conway at Sumter, 6:30 p.m.
Hartsville at Crestwood, 6:30 p.m.
Lakewood at Darlington, 6:30 p.m.
Manning at Timberland, 6:30 p.m.
Lee Central at Cheraw, 6 p.m.
Green Sea-Floyds at East Clarendon, 5:30 
p.m.
Carolina Academy at Robert E. Lee, 6:30 p.m.
Sumter Christian at Step of Faith Christian, 
5:30 p.m.

Varsity and B Team Baseball
Williamsburg at Thomas Sumter, 4 p.m.

B Team Baseball
Robert E. Lee at Wilson Hall, 4 p.m.

Varsity Boys Soccer
Hartsville at Crestwood, 7:30 p.m.
Thomas Sumter at Northwood, 6 p.m.

Varsity and JV Boys Soccer
Sumter at West Florence, 6 p.m.
Pinewood Prep at Wilson Hall, 5 p.m.

Varsity Girls Soccer
Hartsville at Crestwood, 6 p.m.
Lakewood at The King’s Academy, 6 p.m.

Varsity and JV Girls Soccer
West Florence at Sumter, 6 p.m.

Varsity Softball
Green Sea-Floyds at East Clarendon, 5:30 
p.m.
Thomas Sumter at Williamsburg, 6 p.m.

Varsity and JV Softball
Crestwood at Hartsville, 5:30 p.m.
Lakewood at Lugoff-Elgin, 5:30 p.m.
Manning at Timberland, 5:30 p.m.

Varsity Boys Tennis
Sumter at West Florence, 5 p.m.

Varsity Track and Field
Lakewood in Bojangles Classic (at Spring 
Valley High in Columbia), 10 a.m.

SATURDAY
Varsity and JV Equestrian
Wilson Hall in SCISA Equestrian Competition 
(at Tally Ho Equestrian Center in 
Timmonsville),  TBA

Varsity and JV Sporting Clays
Wilson Hall in SCYSF Event (at Back Woods 
Quail Club in Georgetown), TBA

Varsity Track and Field
Sumter, Thomas Sumter in Gamecock 
Invitational, 9 a.m.
Wilson Hall at Heathwood Hall, TBA

Middle School Track and Field
Sumter Middle School Conference 
Championship Meet (at Lakewood High), 10 
a.m.

SUNDAY
Varsity and JV Equestrian
Wilson Hall in SCISA Hunt Seat Equestrian 
State Championship (at Tally Ho Equestrian 
Center in Timmonsville), TBA

PREP SCHEDULE

Friday’s qualifying; race Sunday
At Texas Motor Speedway
Fort Worth, Texas
(Car number in parentheses)
1. (41) Kurt Busch, Ford, 197.368 mph
2. (4) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 197.116
3. (14) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 196.829
4. (12) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 196.600
5. (11) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 196.257
6. (78) Martin Truex Jr., Toyota, 195.979
7. (22) Joey Logano, Ford, 195.922
8. (18) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 195.773
9. (48) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 195.603
10. (42) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 195.030
11. (2) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 195.023
12. (10) Aric Almirola, Ford, 194.995
13. (6) Trevor Bayne, Ford, 194.840
14. (19) Daniel Suarez, Toyota, 194.812
15. (43) Darrell Wallace Jr., Chevrolet, 194.763
16. (88) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 194.742
17. (3) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 194.546
18. (37) Chris Buescher, Chevrolet, 194.539
19. (21) Paul Menard, Ford, 194.426
20. (9) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 194.321
21. (20) Erik Jones, Toyota, 194.175
22. (47) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet, 193.952
23. (13) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 193.819
24. (1) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet, 193.736
25. (31) Ryan Newman, Chevrolet, 193.514
26. (17) Ricky Stenhouse Jr., Ford, 193.458
27. (34) Michael McDowell, Ford, 193.417
28. (95) Kasey Kahne, Chevrolet, 192.651
29. (38) David Ragan, Ford, 192.294
30. (32) Matt DiBenedetto, Ford, 191.598
31. (15) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 190.644
32. (23) Gray Gaulding, Toyota, 189.016
33. (24) William Byron, Chevrolet, 188.193
34. (72) Cole Whitt, Chevrolet, 186.445
35. (00) Landon Cassill, Chevrolet, 178.359
36. (51) Harrison Rhodes, Chevrolet, 164.991
37. (55) Reed Sorenson, Chevrolet, 0.000

O’REILLY AUTO PARTS 500 LINEUP
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Kurt Busch comes out of Turn 4 during a practice session on Saturday for the O’Reilly Auto Parts 500 
set for today in Fort Worth, Texas. Busch is the pole sitter.

MIDDLE SCHOOL ALL-CONFERENCE
The Sumter Middle School Conference 
named its all-conference girls basketball 
team. Members of the team are first 
row, left to right: Quanayzha Pearson, 
Dajnay VanBuren, Kalayah White, Anti-
yona Roach and Avianna Johnson of 
Chestnut Oaks and Stevye Sinkler, Ke-
wanna Stearns and Amaya Coleman of 
Alice Drive. Second row: India Dowling-
Green, Ma’Leah McCormick, Trinity 
Smalls and Iasha Graham of Furman and 
Shataisya Lammie, Alyssa Johnson and 
Alicia Spann of Bates. Third row: Staclyn 
Bell and Quawnteona Billups of Man-
ning, Jaunayasha McCracy and Nia Eng-
lish of Ebenezer, Sabrina Scarborough 
and April Goodman of Mayewood and 
Destyni Crim and Amoni Washington of 
Hillcrest.

The Sumter Middle School Conference 
named its all-conference boys basket-
ball team. Members of the team are first 
row, left to right: Nakeem Isaac, Joseph 
Durant, Ryan McCants and Malik McK-
inzie of Alice Drive and Zayvion Wells, 
Kori Green, Khalil Peoples and Raequan 
Baker of Chestnut Oaks. Second row: 
Quinton Harrison, Joshua Mack and Der-
rick Prince of Mayewood, K’Shawn Boyd 
and Zyeir Gamble of Bates and Leslie 
Owens and Brent Staley of Hillcrest. 
Third row: Maki Williams and Andre 
Myers of Ebenezer, Nizhajuan McFad-
den, Justin Daniels and Gerkedz Sharpe 
of Manning and Jahquel Cheverez and 
Jamond Lewis of Furman.

PHOTOS BY DENNIS BRUNSON / THE SUMTER ITEM
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SOURCE MassMutual ‘You Get What You Give’ 
study of 10,000 adults
JAE YANG, JANET LOEHRKE/USA TODAY

2 in 3
 adults consider themselves 

“savers”, but the same portion 
describes their friends and 

children as “spenders”. 

AMAZON

President Trump has
been criticizing the
e-commerce company
over the past several

days on everything from the Postal
Service to taxes and retailing.

$1,000

$2,000

March 9 April 6

$1,405.23

TESLA

The electric-car com-
pany made 2,020 Mod-
el 3 sedans a week vs.
a forecast of 2,500 in

the first quarter. It remains confident
of making 5,000 a week next quarter.

APPLE

The iPhone maker
hired Google’s artificial
intelligence executive
to help catch rivals

such as Amazon, Google and Micro-
soft in the AI race.

$150
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March 9 April 6

$157.20
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March 9 April 6

$299.30

$150

$200

March 9 April 6

$168.38

FACEBOOK

The social media net-
work said data from
most of its 2 billion us-
ers could have been ac-

cessed improperly. The company re-
moved its personal contact search tool.

PERSONAL
FINANCE

Dow Jones
industrial average

y0.7%
week

y3.5%
month

y5.4%
3 months

S&P 500

y1.4%
week

y4.5%
month

y5.1%
3 months

Nasdaq
composite index

y2.1%
week

y6.5%
month

y3.1%
3 months

Wilshire 5000

y1.3%
week

y4.4%
month

y4.9%
3 months

Gold
Ounce, Comex

x0.7%
week

x0.3%
month

x0.7%
3 months

Oil
Light sweet crude

y4.4%
week

x1.5%
month

x1.0%
3 months

Euro
Dollars per euro

y0.0021
week

y0.0118
month

x0.0235
3 months

Yen
Yen per dollar

x0.35
week

x0.78
month

y6.29
3 months

MORE ONLINE
USATODAY.COM

Get all the market action in real time at
americasmarkets.usatoday.com

ON THE MOVE
Stock stories of the week

A new Lending Tree study on bankruptcy found:
❚ 43% with a bankruptcy on their credit file have a
credit score of 640 or higher within a year of filing.
Within two years of bankruptcy it jumps to 65%.
❚ A $15,000 auto loan incurs an extra $2,171 in borrow-
ing costs less than a year after bankruptcy but just
$799 for those who wait at least two years.

LIFE AFTER BANKRUPTCY

MARKET ROUNDUP

Earlier in my career, I had a boss
who promised me a big promotion. He
assured me that he could make it hap-
pen and that, while processing would
take a few weeks, the job was mine.

That turned out not to be true for a
variety of reasons. A few weeks later,
not only was I not promoted, he no
longer was with the company.

It was a bitter blow that left me up-
set, doubting my future with the com-
pany I then worked at and not sure
what to do next. My immediate re-
sponse was less than helpful. I still
performed well at work but was gener-
ally sullen and withdrawn.

I had no interest in proving myself
again to a new boss who seemed a
whole lot less enamored with me than
my previous one was. It was a rough
time, but one that, in retrospect, I
could have handled better.

Here’s a look at what you should do
after a career setback.

1. Don’t get hung up on it

It’s reasonable to be upset. In my
case, I had lost a significant raise, bet-
ter benefits and a major jump in pres-
tige. Being angry or sad made sense,
but letting it take me out of the fight
did not. The correct response would
have been to vent my anger in private
and get back to it at work. 

2. Do an honest evaluation

Sometimes not getting a promotion
or being passed over in some other way
hurts, but it’s not a statement on your
future with the company. In my case,
my association with the previous boss
marked me to some of the people who
had decided on his removal. Once I
came out of my funk, I was able to hon-
estly say that my chances of being
considered for a promotion where I
worked were non-existent.

3. Execute a plan

In my case, my plan involved ag-
gressively trying to leave the team I
was on, whether it was for another job
at that very large company or to go
elsewhere. For many people, a career
setback can be a lesson — an opportu-
nity to make some changes in order to
not have the same disappointment
happen again. If appropriate, talk to
your boss about why you were passed
over. Make a plan to improve and to be
ready for the next opportunity.

3 ways to
deal with 
a career
setback
It’s critical to take an
honest look at yourself 

Daniel B. Kline
The Motley Fool

Don't let a work setback define you.
GETTY IMAGES

Premium and Top Tier gas sound
good, but what’s really best for your
car — and your budget?

In some cases, these types of fuel
are indeed better for your car — but
for different reasons. Premium gas,
as opposed to regular, is a higher
grade of fuel. It’s meant for high-
performance vehicles and can cost
as much as 50 cents more a gallon.
Gas that meets Top Tier standards,
on the other hand, has higher levels
of engine-cleaning additives. It
costs about three cents more per
gallon, according to AAA.

So, when is an upgrade worth it?
❚ Premium gas: The decision is

simple, says Michael Calkins, AAA’s
manager of technical services.
When to use it comes down to two
words: required or recommended.

Required: If your car’s owner’s
manual (or inside of the gas door)
says premium gas is required, then
you have to use premium to avoid
damaging your engine.

Recommended: When your
owner’s manual (or inside of the gas
door) recommends premium, you
can still run your car on a lower-
grade fuel. For cars that merely rec-
ommend it, premium gasoline may
very slightly improve performance
(increased horsepower) and fuel
economy, according to a November

2017 study from AAA. 
Bottom line: If your car doesn’t

require premium, don’t bother. 
❚ Top Tier gas: When it comes to

Top Tier gas, Calkins says the bene-
fit is worth the slightly higher price.
Top Tier gas, which applies to all
grades of fuel, is recommended by
AAA because it prevents carbon
buildup in your engine. This build-
up can reduce fuel economy and
cause rough idling, acceleration
hesitation or engine knock. Fuel
must meet a set of standards to use
the Top Tier label. Oil companies
essentially create their own blends
of gas by mixing in detergents and
additives to improve the quality of
the bulk fuel they get from refiner-
ies. The additive package in Top
Tier gas is more effective than the
minimum standards for additives
required by the government.

Top Tier gasoline, introduced in
2004, was designed to surpass
these minimum standards “to bet-
ter protect increasingly sophisticat-
ed engines from carbon buildup and
deposits on the intake valves,” ac-
cording to Consumer Reports.

Calkins adds that if you’ve been
using non-Top Tier fuel and have
carbon buildup, switching to Top
Tier gas will clean those deposits
out of your engine. You can find re-
tailers carrying Top Tier gas on the
Top Tier program’s website, or you
can check for a sign at the pump.

DARWEL GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Premium or 
‘Top Tier’ gas?
When you should upgrade
Philip Reed
NerdWallet
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If you’ve deleted old apps in your
Facebook account, don’t forget other
apps on your smartphone that soak up
too much personal information.

Those programs can raise some of
the same privacy risks as Facebook
apps if they ask for data that they don’t
need to do their jobs — especially if you
accepted that request long ago and
haven’t checked the app’s settings
since.

Remember, any information an app
collects doesn’t necessarily stay within
the app.

The Android version of Facebook
Messenger, for example, requests your
phone’s calendar, contacts, phone and
SMS. Letting older versions of Facebook
Messenger sync your contacts led that
app to upload your text-messaging and
calling history to the site.

That logging no longer happens, but
the Android messenger app remains
thirsty for your data — and the Facebook
help article meant to explain these re-
quests still doesn’t explain why the app
wants into your calendar.

Snapchat — a company that had its
own data breach four years ago — is al-
most as inquisitive. Its Android app’s
permissions include your phone’s sta-
tus and your contacts, and its iOS per-
missions list is only a little shorter. Its
explanation for needing your contacts
cites inviting friends to use the app but
also includes this open-ended line: “so
we can improve the app.”

Snapchat did not answer a request
for clarification.

And Uber’s Android and iOS apps
make their own dubious permission re-
quests. For instance, they seek calendar
access to streamline hailing a ride
across town — but is it really that hard to
type in an address or a point of interest?

Fortunately, both iOS and Android
make it easier than Facebook to review
and revoke these permissions by pro-
viding an overview of which apps can
employ which types of data and device

features. You don’t have to inspect
each app’s permissions individually to
see how many can see your contacts
list.

In iOS, open the Settings app and
tap Privacy. You’ll see a list of core
iPhone apps and components, such as
the Contacts program or the camera;
tap one to see which apps have access
to it, as indicated by a slider button
highlighted in green. To revoke the
app’s permission, tap that slider so it’s
no longer green.

To see all of any one app’s permis-
sions, however, you need to return to
the first level of Settings and scroll
down to the entries for individual
apps.

In Android, open the Settings app
and search for “App permissions,” and
you should be pointed to a similar list
of phone capabilities, like the micro-
phone or SMS. Below each, you’ll see
how many apps now use it and how
many could. The app-permissions
screen should also offer a complete list
of installed apps; to see the full set of
permissions for each, tap its entry.

In both iOS and Android, these sys-
tem-level app permissions override an
app’s own settings. 

Don’t forget that uninstalling an
app also works to end its access to your
data.

Rob Pegoraro is a tech writer based
in Washington, D.C. To submit a ques-
tion, e-mail rob@robpegoraro.com.
Follow him on Twitter @robpegoraro.

DIGITAL DOLLARS

Lots of apps are soaking up
your personal information 
Rob Pegoraro
Special to USA TODAY

Snapchat seeks permissions (such as
access to your contacts) that you
don’t need to give. GETTY IMAGES

What do Federal Reserve policy-
makers really think about the future
pace of interest rate hikes? Minutes of
the Fed’s March meeting, which fea-
tured a rate increase, could help an-
swer that question. So could the latest
reading on inflation, also out this
week. Both reports highlight a light
week of economic news.

At its March 20-21 meeting, the Fed
lifted its benchmark short-term inter-
est rate by a quarter percentage point,
as expected, and policymakers’ medi-
an forecast continued to show a total
of three rate hikes for 2018. Initially,
that eased market fears that federal
tax cuts and spending increases would
juice economic growth and inflation,
and spur the Fed to raise rates more
rapidly. But a closer look at Fed offi-
cials’ projections revealed a murkier
picture. Seven policymakers now pre-
dict four rate hikes, up from four pre-
dictions in December. Also, new Fed
Chairman Jerome Powell downplayed
the effects of President Trump’s mar-
ket-rattling, get-tough trade policy.
But the minutes, due out Wednesday,
could point to “more robust discus-
sions” about the potential impact of
tariff threats by the U.S. and vows of
retaliation by other countries, Nomura

economist Lewis Alexander says.
The pace of inflation will probably be

the key factor that determines how
quickly the Fed bumps up rates. Annual
inflation remains modest, and econo-
mists reckon that didn’t change in
March. Gas prices probably fell, Alexan-
der says. And recent, unusually sharp
increases in apparel prices probably
moderated while car price increases
likely remained tepid, he says. As a re-
sult, economists figure overall inflation
was unchanged while a core measure
that strips out volatile food and energy
costs edged up a slender 0.2%. But
there’s a wrinkle. It was in March 2017
that some factors began to push down
inflation. That means that starting this
past March, those decreases will no
longer keep a lid on annual inflation.
Economists expect the Labor Depart-
ment to report that consumer prices in
March increased 2.3% from a year ago,
up from 2.2% the prior month, while
core prices jumped 2.1%, up from 1.8%.

On Friday, Labor takes a peak be-
neath February’s 326,000 net job gains.
Its Job Openings and Labor Turnover
survey spotlights openings, hires and
quits across the country. Job openings
hit a record 6.3 million in January, re-
flecting robust demand from employers.
If they continued to hover around that
level in February, that would be encour-
aging for future job growth.

THE WEEK AHEAD

GETTY IMAGES

Fed minutes could indicate how
fast interest rates move higher
Paul Davidson
USA TODAY

Dear Pete: What are your thoughts on taking Social Security once you

retire but before reaching full retirement age? ❚ For me, full retirement

age is 66 years and 2 months. My position will be eliminated when I am

65 and 4 months, so there is a 10-month shortfall. ❚ Would you recom-

mend my taking Social Security early or should I use my 401(k) and/or

my after-tax investments to cover the 10 months when there will be no

income? I plan to no longer work after retirement due to health 

concerns. — Larry

ISTOCK IMAGE

Pete the Planner
Peter Dunn

USA TODAY

Dear Larry: Congrats on the impend-
ing retirement, Larry. I bet you feel like
your years in the workforce flew by. 

You’ve clearly done your research.
Those folks born between 1943 and 1954
are able to retire with full Social Security
retirement benefits starting at age 66.
And for every year after 1954, those fil-
ing simply add two months to age 66 to

determine their full retirement
age until the year 1960 when full
retirement age tops out at 67.
Since you told me your full retire-
ment age is 66 and 2 months, then I
know you were born in 1955.

You’re right that, if you choose to
take your Social Security retire-
ment benefits early, you will perma-
nently reduce your benefits under
the current rules. If you took the
benefit at age 62, your benefits
would be permanently reduced by
about 25%.

But you’re not looking at taking
income at 62, you just want your in-
come 10 months early. In that case,
I’ve got good news and bad news. The
good news is there’s a calculation for
that. The bad news is that the calcula-
tion isn’t the easiest math. The per-
centage reduction is five-ninths of 1%
per month for the first 36 months and
five-twelfths of 1% for each additional
month.

If you were to take the benefit 10
months early, your benefit would be re-
duced by a total of 5.56% based on the
reduction formula. Therefore, if your
benefit at full retirement age is $1,800
per month, taking the benefit 10 months
early would reduce your benefit perma-
nently by $100.08 per month.

Now that you know what’s at stake,
it’s time to figure out how you’re going to
make this work for you. If you need in-
come during those 10 months (which it
sounds like you do) and you don’t want
to take the reduced benefit, then you
will be forced to find $18,000 until you
reach 66 and 2 months.

That is, of course, if you truly need
$1,800 per month to survive. Frankly, it
behooves you to find a way to withdraw
less during this time frame. Going by the
latest guidelines on retirement with-

drawals, you should have approximate-
ly $540,000 in retirement assets, which
would then allow you to draw down only
4% (a debatably safe rate of withdrawal
during retirement) of those assets dur-
ing this 10-month period.

If your health concerns are severe
enough in nature that you fear your re-
tirement will be a short one, then you
might consider taking the early benefit
and preserving your personal assets for
your heirs. The longer you think you will
live, the better off you will be waiting to
take Social Security. It’s much easier to
take $100.08 per month out of their fu-
ture inheritance each month than it is to
take $1,800 per month for 10 months at
the very beginning of your retirement.

Think of it this way: Taking the bene-
fit when your job is eliminated means
you will only need to supplement your
income with your assets for about
$1,200 a year.

There are several different opinions
about when to take Social Security
benefits. I don’t particularly believe in
Social Security rules of thumb because
everyone’s situation is different. Your
decision on when to take your benefit
should be based on a few different fac-
tors: your health, your spouse’s health,
your income sources and your asset lev-
els. 

Based on the information you provid-
ed, my opinion is you should take your
Social Security benefits early, as op-
posed to liquidating your retirement as-
sets for 10 months. Again, ask five other
financial people their opinions, and you
will likely get five different opinions. 

Peter Dunn is an author, speaker and
radio host, and he has a free podcast:
“Million Dollar Plan.” Email him at Ask-
Pete@petetheplanner.com. 

The views and opinions expressed in
this column are the author’s and do not
necessarily reflect those of USA TODAY.

Do the math
before enrolling

in Social Security

If your health concerns are
severe enough in nature that
you fear your retirement will
be a short one, then you might
consider taking the early 
benefit and preserving your
personal assets for your heirs. 
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When you apply for a job, find an
apartment or switch insurance compa-
nies, routine personal background
checks can reveal how much money you
make, whether you’ve been late with
rent or whether you’ve filed an insur-
ance claim in the past seven years.

Businesses use the information to
determine how much risk you bring as a
customer — and you have the right to
see the reports others might check.

Reports from the credit bureaus —
Equifax, Experian and TransUnion —
are the most well-known. The Fair Cred-
it Reporting Act gives you the power to
see these reports for free once every 12
months and the ability to dispute them.

Five other reports businesses may
use and how to get a copy of the data: 

1. The work number

Data type: Background check
This is one way potential employers

verify information you’ve provided on
an application and how government
agencies determine public assistance
eligibility. This data is also used to de-
termine child support collections and
enforcement. TALX Corp., a subsidiary

of Equifax, runs it.
To see your report: 
❚ Go online to https://www.thework-

number.com/Employees/DataReport/
index.asp. 

❚ Call 866-604-6570 
❚ Write Equifax Workforce Solutions

Attn: EDR, 3470 Rider Trail South, Suite
337, Earth City, Mo. 63045, and enclose
the data request form from its website. 

2. Screening Reports, Inc.

Data type: Rental background
This report offers screening for mul-

tifamily and student housing. Informa-
tion includes rental and employment
verification, credit reports, eviction his-
tory, criminal and sex offender reports
and foreign asset compliance. 

To see your report: 
❚ Check the company website at

https://www.screeningreports.com. 
❚ Call 866-389-4042 
❚ Write Screening Reports, Inc., 220

Gerry Drive, Wood Dale, Ill. 60191

3. CLUE (Comprehensive Loss
Underwriting Exchange) Inc. 

Data type: Insurance
A CLUE report can show a potential

insurer your seven-year history of

claims associated with a car and per-
sonal property, such as your home.
CLUE Inc. is affiliated with LexisNexis
Risk Solutions.

To see your report:
❚ Go online to https://personalre-

ports.lexisnexis.com/fact_act_disclo-
sure.jsp. 

❚ Call 866-312-8076 
❚ Write CLUE Inc. Consumer Center,

P.O. Box 105295, Atlanta, Ga. 30348 

4. VIP Preferred

Data type: Gambling
If you frequent casinos, racetracks or

other gambling establishments, you
may have a file. The company helps
gambling venues assess the risks with
cashing customers’ checks.

To see your report:

❚ Call 800-638-4600, ext. 410 
❚ Fill out and print the FACT Act Dis-

closure Form and send the completed
form to Global Payments Gaming Ser-
vices, Inc., Attn: FACT ACT Support, P.O.
Box 59371, Chicago, Ill. 60659. 

5. LexisNexis

Data type: Various
Your professional and financial life

are revealed in a LexisNexis Full File
Disclosure, similar to credit reports. 

To see your report:
❚ Request a form at https://personal-

reports.lexisnexis.com/ac-
cess_your_full_file_disclosure.jsp.

❚ Call 866-897-8126 
❚ Write LexisNexis Consumer Center

Attn: Full File Disclosure, P.O. Box
105108, Atlanta, Ga. 30348-5108 

Five ways to see
what data reports
reveal about you
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Bev O’Shea
NerdWallet

In his book Being Mortal, surgeon,
writer and public health researcher Atul
Gawande notes that few people have
discussed their end-of-life wishes with
family members or other caregivers. 

The reasons are many, but the conse-
quences are the same: Many people die
without expressing the kind of care they
would want to receive if they were inca-
pacitated with injury or illness.

To be sure, it can be hard to discuss
death. Yet personal, medical and finan-
cial conversations can help make the
end-of-life time as peaceful as possible. 

Here’s how to approach this topic.

Think about those final years now

Discuss wishes with family and
friends well before death nears, says
Kathy Cerminara, a law professor at No-
va Southeastern University who spe-
cializes in end-of-life decision-making.

“No one wants to think about it,” she
says, but it’s important to get this con-
versation going early and to have it of-
ten. 

It’s much easier to have these discus-
sions before any dire situations arise,
says David Henderson, a principal of fi-
nancial planning firm The Henderson
Group and former board member of the
Hospice of the Shenandoah. 

“Folks who are counting months, or
even weeks, recognize the need” for
such a discussion, he says, yet “they or
their spouses and close family are often
in denial and don’t want to broach the
subject.” 

Use current happenings 
to drive discussion 

Even if you are ready to talk about
death, some loved ones may not be open
to the conversation, Cerminara says.
Her suggestion on how to handle that:
Capitalize on the moment when death
comes up on a movie or newscast, or
when the conversation turns to some-
one who has recently died. 

Seize that moment “to ask family or
friends if they would be willing to par-
ticipate in a later group discussion
about the topic,” she says. 

This gives loved ones advanced no-
tice that you would like to talk about the
subject in-depth, she says. 

“That way, they can wrap their minds
around the concept and can prepare if
they feel they need to,” Cerminara says.

“Then follow up by scheduling a family
meeting or friends’ gathering for a dis-
cussion of your values, wishes and
goals.” 

Karl Pillemer, author of 30 Lessons
for Living and director of the Cornell
Legacy Project, which collects wisdom
from elders, also suggests capitalizing
on any mentions of death to get the con-
versation started.

He says to say something like, “My
friend Alice was in an accident, and her
family had to make some hard deci-
sions. I’ve been thinking about what I
would like to have happen. Have you
ever thought about this?” 

Pillemer also suggests bringing up
death as part of a general conversation.
For example, he says to mention articles
about people who decide not to have
treatment when they are terminally ill,
and then to ask others what they think
of that decision.

Get the help of financial
professionals 

Estate-planning attorneys and finan-
cial professionals can help prepare the

documents needed to make sure end-
of-life instructions are carried out.
Those documents might include ethical
wills, a prewritten obituary, a living will,
a health care proxy, information on
powers of attorney and advance direc-
tives. 

Non-profit consumer advocacy
group Medicare Rights Center provides
detailed descriptions of such financial
documents on its Medicare Interactive
website. 

“Many people assume that their fam-
ily members would automatically be
able to make decisions about medical
treatments if they were to become inca-
pacitated. 

However, rules vary greatly from
state to state,” Medicare Rights Center
says on the site. “In some cases, deci-
sions are left up to the health care pro-

viders and institutions in charge of your
care unless you have appointed some-
one as your legal representative.”

Also employ medical assistance 

Schedule time to discuss end-of-life
wishes with medical professionals, Cer-
minara says.

“Yes, they are busy,” she says. “But
billing codes are available for them to
use in conversations about advance di-
rectives and end-of-life wishes.”

Some health professions may be un-
comfortable with this topic, she says,
but in general, those in this field are be-
coming more aware about how impor-
tant it is to engage in such discussions.

“I’m optimistic that more and more
such professionals are going to become
accustomed to engaging in them,” Cer-
minara says.

Robert Powell is the editor of
TheStreet’s Retirement Daily and con-
tributes regularly to USA TODAY. Email
rpowell@allthingsretirement.com.

The views and opinions expressed in
this column are the author’s and do not
necessarily reflect those of USA TODAY. 

How to plan a peaceful end of life

Even if you are ready to talk about death, some loved ones may not be open to the conversation. GETTY IMAGES

Discussions with your family need to happen long before you die, experts say 

Robert Powell
Columnist

USA TODAY

Capitalize on the moment

when death comes up on a

movie or newscast. 
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Historic homes adorn Sumter’s downtown

This issue of  Reflec-
tions focuses on the 
exceptional number 
of  historic homes 

within the Sumter communi-
ty. From 1890 to 1940, the city 
experienced a period of  un-
precedented growth and de-
velopment brought on by the 

influx of  new 
businesses 
and the 
growth of  the 
rail industry. 
Fortunately, 
a number of  
families have 
been able to 
preserve a 
number of  
these historic 
treasures 

which illuminate our commu-
nity’s history and illustrate 
the changes in architecture 
with the passage of  time. 

The ensuing article features 
several of  the structures that 
remain and provides informa-
tion on others that are no lon-
ger standing. The information 
used in preparing this article 
was obtained from The Item 
archives. Some editing was re-
quired.

In 1890, it was reported in 
the Watchman and Southron 
that “the growth of  Sumter 
had been so rapid in the last 
five years and the demand for 
houses within the limits of  
our city were so great to have 
induced some of  our enter-
prising citizens to open up for 
residences in a portion of  the 
city hitherto utilized only as 
farming lands.” 

“During the last few days, 
the surveyors have been busy 
staking off  streets and blocks 
in the northwestern portion 
of  the city, extending from 
Main Street opposite the place 
of  Mr. J. B. Roach and resi-
dence of  the late Judge Green, 
westward to the Corbett 
lands. These streets were 
broad and laid out with such 
regularity as to make a beau-
tiful suburb to our growing 
city.”

“The extension of  Church 
Street one third of  a mile be-
yond the residence of  Col. 
Jos. H. Earle made it one of  
the handsomest streets and 
the pleasantest drives in the 
city; we hope to see elegant 
residences being built on ei-
ther side, where the land is 
said to be 6 feet higher than 
at the intersection of  Main 
and Liberty streets. The 
blocks will be of  convenient 
size. The lots are about 80 feet 
front by 200 deep and we are 
informed will be sold at rea-
sonable figures, so that all 
may be able to secure for 
themselves desirable loca-
tions for houses. There will 
be several streets running 
from Main Street westward 
through the entire tract of  
land and others in the city.”

“Westward on the Stateburg 
Road beyond Capt. Gaillard’s 
residence, including the Dar-
gan place, there will be quite 
a number of  fine building lots. 
These streets will be in a very 
short time graded, and should 
oak trees that grow so quickly 
in our soil be set out on either 
side, this will certainly be the 
most attractive portion of  the 
city of  Sumter.”

“We view with pleasure 
the increasing interest of  
our citizens in the prosperity 
of  our town and feel assured 
that in the near future with 
its present and increasing 
railroad facilities, its educa-
tional advantages, its facto-
ries, cotton compress and 
other enterprises it will soon 
become the most thriving 
and prosperous city within 
the state. We have no sudden 
abnormal boom but a steady 
growth that shows itself  
upon our streets, in our busi-
nesses being erected, and 
now this latest enterprise of  
extending the city, that our 
friends Dr. Hughson and 
Messrs. A. S. and W. A. 
Broyn have entered upon, 
show the demand that is 
being made for more eligible 
building lots by those who 
are desirous of  making their 
homes in our midst.”

In 1891, it was reported that 

several “large, airy, well-built 
and comfortable homes” were 
built or were under construc-
tion by several of  Sumter’s 
leading citizens. “The resi-
dence of  Mr. Horace Harby on 
Church Street is one of  the 
finest in the state and com-
bines beauty of  architecture 
with the best materials and 
workmanship. It contains 15 
large rooms besides the 
halls.”

“Mr. Ernest Bultman of  
Ducker and Bultman on Main 
Street, next to the Presbyteri-
an parsonage, built a large 
home which was a model of  
neatness and comfort.”

“Mr. C. T. Mason Jr. is pro-
ceeding with the greatest 
elaboration to make his home 
one of  the gems of  architec-
ture and completeness. It will 
be heated with a furnace and 
provided with all modern ap-
pliances.”

“Mr. D. Rosendorf’s home 
next to the Mason House on 
Main Street is built in a style 
of  a modern city house and 
has many novel attractions. 
The beautiful hard driveway 
on West Liberty Street leading 
to Charleston Sumter and 
Northern Rail Road depot was 
ornamented by some of  the 
loveliest homes in the town. 
Among them were the elegant 
residences of  Messrs. Ferdi-
nand and Mitchell Levi.”

On Washington Street were 
the new and handsome homes 
of  Messrs. W. F. Shaw, W. H. 
Ingram, Schwartz Bros., Chas. 
McFadden, W. A. Pringle and 
others. Gen. Moise’s new 
home, which we have men-
tioned before, was one of  the 
prettiest in Sumter.”

“In 1912, several homes 
were being constructed in-
cluding the W. B. Boyle two-
story, eight-room house, 
brick-veneered structure, 
Robert Shelor on Calhoun 
Street, an eight-room brick-

veneered structure. F. C. Man-
ning was building a small cot-
tage on North Main Street on 
what was formally the Mc-
Dowell property. A residence 
was being put up by Mr. J. L. 
McCallum and was a two-sto-
ry, seven-room building. “

“On the corner of  Salem 
Avenue and Liberty Street, 
Mr. J. Z. Tisdale has just com-
pleted a nice two-story resi-
dence, having eight rooms.”

 “Three practically new 
buildings were those of  the 
Rev. Friday K. Kershaw, 
Thomas Jefferson and James 
L. Foggie, which were being 
remodeled near the corner of  
Council Street and Oakland 
Avenue. The owners were 
black men living in Sumter. 
The buildings are six- to eight-
room two-story structures. 
One of  them was already oc-
cupied.”

“In 1941, a unique housing 
development was announced 
for the Sumter community by 
the Henry P. Moses Co. The 
plans called for the building 
of  a court of  houses on Hayn-
sworth Street on what was 
generally referred to as the 
Judge H.L.B. Wells property. 
The land in question consist-
ed of  a peach orchard (i.e. the 
name given to the develop-
ment was “Orchard Place”) 
and was located ‘between the 
two houses once occupied by 
H. A. Mood Jr. and Julius 
Pitts.’ There was to be a 
50-foot-wide street cut down 
the middle of  the court. ‘On 
each side of  the street, there 
were three small houses, ei-
ther frame or brick veneer 
construction making six 
houses in all.’”

“Plans called for the con-
struction of  a large apartment 
building at the end of  the 
court. The building was to 
have a U-shape configuration, 
and the apartments would 
vary in size.”

Sumter has undergone a 
steady growth since its incep-
tion. The homes constructed 
have varied in size, and the 
architecture has been consis-
tent with the fashionable ar-
chitecture of  the different pe-

riods. Sumterites are blessed 
to have many of  these beauti-
ful historic homes to visit and 
study. We are also fortunate 
that photographs and studies 
on the histories of  many of  
the razed structures remain. 

Sammy Way
REFLECTIONS

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTOS
The Harby Home at southwest corner of Church and Haynsworth streets, built circa 1892.

Bland-
Tiller home

ABOVE: The Haynsworth House 

BELOW: Home of Dr. Mood
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YESTERYEAR

Yesteryear 
in Sumter
SAMMY WAY

POW letters limited to 25 words; Shaw Field band performs
75 YEARS AGO — 1943
Oct. 31 — Nov. 6

• All enlisted men were to 
be admitted free of  charge to 
the Sumter County Fair-
grounds as long as the gates 
are open. Secretary J. Cliff  
Brown of  the Fair Association 
announced today. The exposi-
tion is scheduled to open next 
week. Soldiers will be wel-
comed at any time, according 
to Mr. Brown, and an invita-
tion is extended particularly 
to the men of  Shaw Field and 
to local men in the service at 
home on leave. Although en-
trance will be gratis, it was 

suggested 
that the sol-
diers will 
save their 
money for 
spending in 
the fair’s 
amusement 
area and at 
sale booths.

• An in-
crease from 
three to four 
cents in 
charges on 

out-of-town letters was voted 
in today by the House of  Rep-
resentatives Ways and Means 
Committee. The revenue 
group previously had raised 
the local letter rate from two 
to three cents. The committee 
decided to cut back the air 
mail rate from a tentatively 
approved 10 cents to 8 cents. 
The present rate is 6 cents.

• Beginning Friday of  this 
week the Sumter Theater will 
celebrate its seventh anniver-
sary. Kermit Ward, manager, 
stated that September was re-
ally the theater’s anniversary 
but that everyone at the the-
ater was so busy selling War 
Bonds that it was decided to 
postpone the celebration.

• The second qualifying test 
for the Army Specialized 
Training program and the 
Navy college program, V-12, 
will be conducted at Edmunds 
High School from 9 until 12 
o’clock Nov. 9, according to 
William Henry Shaw, superin-
tendent of  the city schools. 
These training programs 
present an opportunity to per-
sons to secure at government 
expense and education ap-
proximately equivalent to that 
secured in a college course of  
equal length, according to Mr. 
Shaw.

• Letters to prisoners of  war 
and civilian internees held by 
the Japanese must be limited 
to 25 words, the Red Cross of-
fice has been notified by na-
tional headquarters. The pre-
vious ruling was 25 words or 
less, but the present order 
means that not more than 24 
words may be used. Red Cross 
officials warned Sumter peo-
ple who may write to Japa-
nese-held friends or relatives 
that unless they comply 
strictly with the regulation, 
the prisoners of  war and in-
ternees may not receive their 
letters.

• Ed and Ted, the Silar twins 
from Wrightsville, Pennsylva-
nia, are identical in only one 
respect—their enthusiasm for 
the Air Corps. On that subject 
they think as a single entity. 
On practically everything 
else, they differ as widely as 
any two brothers could. It 
even goes as far as Ed’s left-
handedness versus his twin’s 
traditional right-handedness. 
Ted is slightly the taller of  the 
two, but as to which is the 
older, that’s a well-kept family 
secret. Knowing her sons ex-
ceptionally well, Mrs. Silar 
was always afraid the truth 
might bring on a feud.

• The Social Security Act 
has been in operation eight 
years, and it has been paying 
off  since Jan. 1, 1940. Yet an 
astonishing proportion of  
Americans still think of  it 
only as a system that bright-
ens the lives of  people who re-
tire from work after they are 
65. There is a good deal more 
than that to Social Security. 
For example, to many widows 
with young children, the sur-
vivors insurance payments 
provided to families of  de-
ceased workers have proven 
an unexpected and heartening 
windfall.

• Another class of  aerial 
triggermen to guard Army 
Air Forces’ bombers graduat-
ed from Harlingen aerial gun-
nery school, and among the 
qualified “sharpshooters of  
the sky” was Cpl. Robert G. 
Boney. Along with his diplo-
ma, he received a pair of  aeri-
al gunner’s wings at brief  
graduation exercises held 
here. After a delay en route to 
visit relatives, he will join an 
aerial combat team, unless he 
is retained at Harlingen Army 
Air Field to serve as an in-
structor.

• The untimely passing of  
Mr. J. J. Britton, besides leav-
ing this board and the entire 
community shocked and sad-
dened, leaves a vacancy in his 
community and in the ranks 
of  the officials of  the County 
of  Sumter which will be hard 
to fill. The board has lost a 
friend and a co-worker whose 
long years of  service speak 
for the high esteem in which 
he was held by all, and we, the 
County Board of  Commission-
ers, feel that it is fitting that 
we seek to honor his memory.

• This Friday the teenage 
youth of  Sumter will congre-
gate on the third floor of  the 
YWCA for an afternoon of  in-
formal recreation. The hall is 
equipped with a juke box and 
a piano, ping pong, darts, 
magazines and table games—
and enough floor space to ac-
commodate a large crowd of  
boys and girls. There will be 
several adult hostesses on 
hand to see that everybody is 
having a good time.

• Funeral service for Sgt. 
Robeson Sherred, who was 
killed in the crash of  a light 
bomber near Thomas, Okla-
homa, was held at Grace Bap-
tist Church of  Sumter. Sgt. 
Sherred’s widow was the for-
mer Miss Jean Sweatte of  
Sumter. He was stationed at 
Shaw Field for a period of  
time. The plane was based at 
Woodward Army Air Base in 
Oklahoma.

• The Shaw Field post band, 
under the direction of  War-
rant Officer Robert Simpson, 
will furnish the music for the 
ceremonies in which Sonoco 
Co. of  Hartsville, manufactur-
ers of  paper products, will re-
ceive the Army-Navy E. 
award. The awards are made 
to factories which produce 
with excellence materials for 
one or more of  the branches 
of  the service. The people of  
Sumter have a particular in-
terest in the Hartsville plant 
because the paper collected in 
a recent drive by schoolchil-
dren, and that gathered by the 
Children’s Home has been 
sold to that factory.

50 YEARS AGO — 1968
June 30 — July 6

• A stone-laying ceremony 
signaled virtual completion of  
the 60-unit Mt. Pisgah Apart-
ments on College Street off  
Lafayette Boulevard. Painting 
of  the apartments is now in 
progress, and paving of  park-
ing areas still must be done. 
But otherwise the housing 
project is practically com-
plete. The $620,000 project, 
first of  its kind in South Caro-
lina, was built under a pro-
gram to allow private enter-
prise in the form of  nonprofit 
corporations to provide hous-
ing for low-income families 
and individuals. Sponsor for 
the local project is Mt. Pisgah 
A.M.E. Church.

• To race fans who were on 
hand at Sumter Speedway, 
Barnum and Bailey should 
never have called their circus 
“The Greatest Show on 
Earth,” because never in the 
history of  the track has there 
been so much going on all 
night. From the warm-ups in 
the afternoon until the final 
lap later in the night, fans 
were treated with pile-ups, 
wrecks and spins every min-
ute in every division, with the 
largest field of  cars in many 
years assembling for the ac-
tion.

• Sumter’s bats, quiet all 
season, came to life for a 
while pushing across six runs 
in the very first inning, and 
the league-leading P-15’s went 
on to rip Manning 10-2 for 
their 10th victory of  the cam-
paign. Coach Bernie Jones’ 
club collected 12 hits, 11 of  
them singles, for their highest 
number of  safeties in one 
game this year. Big men for 
the P-15’s attack were Donnie 
Branham, who had three hits 
in four at bats, and Mike New-
man, who had two hits, one a 
booming triple, to deep left-
field. Al Harris, who managed 
to survive danger for seven in-
nings, was credited with the 
triumph, his first of  1968.

• The Wesmark Plaza Mer-
chants Association will spon-
sor a gala 4th of  July celebra-
tion, starting at noon, featur-
ing free pony rides, refresh-
ments and entertainment for 
all. A free pony-drawn cart 
ride for children will be held 
from 2 until 6 p.m., and free 
slices of  watermelon and soft 
drinks will be served. Picnic 
tables will be available to en-
courage families to bring a 
picnic lunch. The Sumter Jay-
cees will promote a car wreck-
ing “happening” at the Wes-
mark Plaza parking lot, and 
anyone wishing to take a 
sledge hammer to the car may 
do so for 25 cents a blow.

• “Sumter really kicked it 
around out there, didn’t they,” 
said Camden Coach Arthur 
Robinson after his team had 
walked over Sumter, 12-3, to 
throw the League III race into 
a first-place deadlock between 
the two squads. Robinson was 
referring to the fact that the 
P-15’s had committed eight er-
rors in aiding the Camden 
cause.

• Camp Mac Boykin, the 
Sumter YMCA’s day camp, 
opened June 10 for the sum-
mer season with more than 70 
boys and girls attending the 
first session. The camp is di-
rected by Bob Partin, “Y” 
youth director. This is Par-
tin’s sixth year on the camp 
staff  since he was a counselor 
before serving as director for 
the past three years. Camp 
Mac Boykin is 22 miles from 
Sumter in Manchester State 
Forest and consists of  a 35-
acre plot with a five-acre lake 
used for swimming, boating, 
canoeing and fishing.

• An automatic hydraulic-
lift elevator is being built into 
the Manning Post office, a 
two-story contemporary brick 
building constructed in 1958 
as a post office and federal of-
fice building. A total of  $41,000 
has been provided for addi-
tion of  a small lobby to the 
left of  the present entrance, 
installation of  the elevator for 
the convenience of  persons 
using the upstairs offices, in-
stallation of  22,000 square feet 
of  acoustical tile in the vari-
ous offices and a complete re-
pair and paint job inside.

• Sumter city Police Chief  L. 
W. Griffin announced that be-
ginning Friday, July 5, two-
hour parking will be enforced 
at the parking lot at the cor-
ner of  Sumter and Liberty 
streets where the old Sumter 
YMCA was located. Chief  
Griffin stated that two-hour 
parking has been in effect for 
some time at the parking lot 
but up until now has not been 
enforced. The two-hour limit 
will be observed as of  Friday 
when tagging of  cars in viola-
tion of  the time limit will 
begin.

• Some $38,000 in federal 
funds are being made avail-
able to Sumter County Eco-
nomic Opportunity Corp. for 
establishment of  a compre-
hensive job placement, recre-
ation and cultural program 
for young people. Approval of  
the program, designed pri-
marily to assist senior high 
school and college students 
during vacation periods, was 
coupled with approval of  
$20,000 in supplemental funds 
for the existing day care pro-
gram. The additional day care 
funds will restore the four 
centers to the level of  service 
they were able to provide 
prior to a 20 percent cut in ap-
propriations.

• The American Forces Net-
work observed its silver anni-
versary July 4. Only a few 
thousand Americans in Brit-
ain heard the first broadcast in 
1943, which was aired in Lon-
don over five 50-watt transmit-
ters fed by telephone lines. It is 
doubtful if  any of  the listeners 
imagined that the embryonic 
network would one day grow 
to span a continent with pow-
erful 150,000-watt transmitters 
and an estimated peak audi-
ence of  25 million.

• Anthony Kennedy Dawson 
of  Sumter will be a library in-
tern during the summer at 
Sumter County Library. 
Under the joint sponsorship 
of  the South Carolina State 
Library Board and local li-
braries, the library intern 
project provides a work-train-
ing program for college un-
dergraduates who are inter-
ested in the fast-growing field 
of  librarianship. Dawson, the 
son of  John H. Dawson, will 
work on a paid basis for three 
months. He will be given an 
opportunity to become ac-
quainted with the various du-
ties and responsibilities of  a 
professional librarian.

25 YEARS AGO — 1993
April 2 — April 8

• Clarendon School District 
1 trustees have called a public 
hearing to help name the dis-

trict’s soon-to-be-constructed 
high school. The hearing will 
be held in the Scott’s Branch 
High School cafeteria, accord-
ing to Clarendon 1 Superin-
tendent Dr. Milt Marley. Mar-
ley said the district is inviting 
the public as well as members 
of  Summerton Town Council, 
Clarendon County Council, 
local ministers, Summerton’s 
Mayor Charles Ridgeway and 
the Clarendon County legisla-
tive delegation for their input.

• The Sumter High School 
boys’ tennis program didn’t 
have one of  the better days in 
its history. The Gamecocks 
dropped a 6-0 decision to Re-
gion IV-4A owner Richland 
Northeast at the SHS tennis 
courts. Head coach Tony 
Shorter was not down on his 
team for its performance, not 
even close. He realizes what 
he has, and that is a young 
team that is still maturing. 
“Playing these (kind of  teams 
and matches), it’s a learning 
experience,” said Shorter, 
whose Gamecocks dropped to 
4-4 with the loss.

• Sumter County officials 
are close to hiring a director 
for a South Sumter resource 
center, and city officials hope 
to negotiate buying a building 
for it soon. City officials plan 
to purchase the old Manning 
Avenue Piggly Wiggly grocery 
store and turn it into a satel-
lite operation for local and 
state government agencies, as 
well as private volunteer orga-
nizations. Schools and state 
agencies will be asked to pro-
vide programs on child care, 
pregnancy, literacy and drug 
abuse.

• Sumter County Council 
will ask sponsors of  a retire-
ment center seeking approval 
for $9 million in tax-free loans 
to get the approval from the 
governor’s office instead of  
the county. Sponsors of  Cove-
nant Place, a nonprofit corpo-
ration that plans to build a re-
tirement center at the inter-
section of  Carter and Terry 
roads, asked council last 
month to authorize a $9 mil-
lion low-interest, tax-free loan 
to build the center. The loan 
would come from banks in the 
form of  a bond issue, and the 
county would have no fiscal 
responsibility for repaying the 
loans.

• Mayewood High School’s 
softball team took advantage 
of  C.E. Murray’s 17 errors 
and defeated the Eagles 20-4 
in five innings. Mayewood im-
proved its Region VII-1A re-
cord to 3-0. C.E. Murray 
scored two runs on four hits 
in the first inning but then hit 
a dry spell.

• Charging fees to use the 
county’s landfills and public 
roads could help balance next 
year’s budget without raising 
property taxes, Sumter County 
councilmen said. Council 
began considering ways to 
squeeze $21 million in requests 
into an $18 million budget dur-
ing a work session. Because 
revenues from tipping fees at 
the Sumter County Landfill 
won’t quite produce the $1.1 
million county officials had 
hoped for this year, council-
men are wondering how to pay 
for the public works depart-
ment’s $1.2 million budget next 
fiscal year. Equally challeng-
ing is generating the money 
needed to maintain Sumter 
County’s roads. Although no 
decisions were made Friday, 
councilmen did agree to con-
sider charging a flat fee to 
trucks that cross the landfill’s 
scales (trucks now go across 
freely), and instead of  taxing 
all residents for trash service, 
council discussed charging 
each user a flat fee, too.

• Ring up the main Sumter 
office of  the Sumer-chartered 
NBSC, and you may get a free 
long-distance call to Colum-
bia. If  you ask for someone 
who happens to be at the 
bank’s corporate headquar-
ters in Columbia that day, 
your call will be transferred, 
in seconds, to the capital city. 
But you would not know that 
your call had even left the 
family building opened in 1957 
on Sumter’s North Main 
Street unless someone at the 
bank told you.

SUMTER ITEM FILE PHOTO
1993 — Anna Tootle of Bishopville shows off her jump-rope skills at 
Old Grammar School Park in Bishopville. She was attending a birth-
day party for Anna Hancock, who turned four.
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MARRIAGE LICENSES
• Jay Allen Tolson of Pinewood and Haley 
Leanne McCoy
• Wilbur Kingwood Jr. and Deanna Emily 
Myers
• Rahjanaye Sheree Bailey and Brittney 
Leigh Shaw-Simpson
• James A. Brisbon of Dalzell and Rosa Mae 
Johnson
• Shayne Edward Shockley and Leonardo 
Quiros Aradanas, both of Dalzell

• Javin Devante Knox and Ticianna Vaneia 
Quenet Watson, both of Manning

• Lorenzo Lamar Dingle and Altrina Meakera 
Jones
• Jaclyn Rose McCord and Stephanie Ann 
Szelc
• Christopher Scott Yarbrough and Rachel 
Dale Rodriguez
• Kevin Devon Gamble and Shailynn Charis-
ma Woods
• Henry Lamont Richardson and Felicia 
Wright
• Michael Brezicky and Lisa Lucille McAllis-
ter, both of Wedgefield

• Willie Alonzo Vaughn and Andrea Danielle 
Matthiew
• Matthew Lucas Ross and Crystal Paige 
White
• Brandon Corey Mitchum and Kristen Alexis 
Gray
• Alison Brooke Armstrong and Aaliyah De-
nise Carter, both of Wedgefield

• Timothy Ryan Driggers and Rose Marie 
Ray, both of Wedgefield

• Stephen Francis Stafford Jr. and Samantha 
Catherine Lamb
• Matthew Jay Wilkie Jr. and Amber Nicole 
Johnson
• Matthew Neil Waynick and Jennifer Lynn 
Gamble
• Michael Taylor McLeod and Lauren Brianna 
Watts
• Kimberly Dawn Townsend and Tamara 
Lydia Reardon
• Douglas Alan Stevens and Cynthia Danielle 
Post, both of Bradenton, Florida

• Eugene Miller Jr. and Stacey Lynn Mitchell
• Marco Lorenzo Johnson of Dalzell and 
Kayla Christine Carraway
• Jeffrey Burgess Cummings and Erin Leeann 
Cook
• Ladarryl Lamont Monroe and Jania 
Kanekeia Harrison, both of Turbeville

• Rusty Leroy Brown and Kathleen Aisha 
Carley
• Travis Santell Benjamin of Horatio and 
Keystonna Marie Bolden
• Arthur James Weir and Elizabeth Kurzen-
berger Hill
• Jonathan Neal Leviner and Cindy Collins 
Pierson
• Tyler Kenneth Kuhn and Nichole Marie Bai-
ley, both of Dalzell

• Matthew Curtis Carson and Alyssa Jade 
Montelongo
• Colby Jacob Dupree and Leslie Marie Hut-
sell, both of Port Wentworth, Georgia

• William Daniel Staniec III and Cheyenne 
Kenzie Thornhill
• James Gregory Mains of Manning and Re-
bekka Danielle Eaddy
• Micheal Wayne Staley and Teresa Elaine 
Staley
• Matthew Brain Brizel and Kelli Nichole Mo-
bley
• Rubin Carnel Gathers and Sheyvon Latonya 
Fullwood
• Brain David Nesbitt and Linda Lanette 
Newman, both of New Zion

• Charles Bobo Bostic III of McBee and Kel-
ley Alysa Hodge
• Christopher James Hodge and Whitney 
Anne Bellamy, both of Paxville

• Anthony Ray Haselden and Jeannie C. 
Gulledge, both of Wedgefield

• James Wyman Bilton and Donna Brown 
McCullum
• Justin Keith Loughrey and McKayla Starr 
Lopez
• Timothy Wayne Varner and Sharon Kay 
Burr of Dalzell
• Jordan Kenneth Young and Jasmine Ange-
leetia Halley
• Jared Christopher Lynch Sr. and Carrie 
O’Neal Tucker
• Alvin Johnson Jr. of Opa-Locka, Florida, 
and Luqette Tarnsha Thames of Miami

• Edward C. Lavender Jr. and Mary Katherine 
Koone of New Zion
• Demdrge Sevon Floyd and Sydney Michelle 
Wade, both of Shaw Air Force Base

• Akino Jay Cockfield of Lauderhill, Florida, 
and Tanique Sashay Powell of Shaw Air 
Force Base

BUILDING PERMITS
• Creech Family Limited Partners, owner, 
William Lee dba Lee’s Roofing Co., con-
tractor, 118 McQueen St., $7,000 (remove 
/ replace shingles, residential).

• GTG Properties LLC, owner, George Wil-
son dba Wilson Roofing and Bui, con-
tractor, 844 S. Harvin St., $3,000 (remove 
/ replace shingles, residential); GTG 
Properties LLC, owner, George Wilson 
dba Wilson Roofing and Bui, contractor, 
101 Morgan Ave. / 5 Jackson St., $5,700 
(replace shingles, residential).

• Jimmy J. Caywood, owner, Charpy’s Pool 
Service, contractor, 10 Monticello Lane, 
$20,700 (swimming pool, residential).

• Sumter County (Robert E. Galloway), 
owner, Atkins Roofing & Maintenance 
LLC, contractor, 155 Haynsworth St., 
$242,000 (reroofing project, commer-
cial).

• CBT Enterprises LLC, owner, South Caro-
lina Tel-Con, contractor, 480 Builders 
Way, $9,400 (add RRU fiber to existing 
tower, no electrical work, commercial).

• Julian J. Singleton, owner, South Caroli-
na Tel-Con, contractor, 3940 Horsetrail 
Lane, $9,400 (add RRU fiber to existing 
tower, no electrical work, commercial).

• Steven and Katharine E. McCaskey, own-
ers, South Carolina Tel-Con, contractor, 
1021 Cockerill Road, $9,400 (add RRU 
fiber to existing tower, no electrical 
work, commercial).

• Kenneth A. Smith Sr. and Rosemary Smith, 
owners, Paul Joyce, contractor, 2905 

Joyce St., $30,911 (roof mount solar 
panel system, residential).

• Charles M. Brown Jr., owner and con-
tractor, 4395 Camden Highway, Dalzell, 
1,400 unheated square feet, $5,280 
(downsize utility building to 1,400 
square feet, residential).

• Terry Osteen, owner, Harvey McDonald, 
contractor, 3921 Blackberry Lane (mo-
bile home, residential).

• Caudell J. Ross and Veronica Vand, own-
ers, Avant Construction LLC, contractor, 
3501 Drayton Drive, Dalzell, $3,000 (re-
place shingles, residential).

• Bennie Lee and Jennifer Wilson, owners, 
Randolph Wells dba Wells Builders, con-
tractor, 121 Fagan St., $7,850 (remove / 
replace shingles, residential).

• Robert M. and Nancy S. Branham, owners, 
Carolina Post Frame Construction LLC, 
contractor, 605 Antlers Drive, $20,000 
(tear out kitchen / install new cabinets, 
electrical and plumbing, residential).

• Capital Concrete Co., owner, Hightower 
Communications Inc., contractor, 370 
Builders Road, $16,100 (add antenna, 
fiber and RRU’s — no electrical work, 
commercial).

• Eddie Davis and Brenda Jennings, owners, 
John Porter Jr. dba JP & Son Construc-
tion, contractor, 40 Corona Court, $2,880 
(reroof, residential).

• Annie Mae Jackson, owner, Baxley’s 
Bestway Transportation, contractor, 
2450 Stover Lane, Dalzell (mobile home, 
residential).

• City of Sumter (Michael Geddings), owner, 
Hawkins and Kolb Construction Co., 
contractor, 130 S. Harvin St., 9,219 heat-
ed square feet, $2,000,000 (new water 
department, commercial).

• Mungo Homes Inc., owner and contrac-
tor, 1762 Ruger Drive, 2,241 heated 
square feet and 541 unheated square 
feet, $92,052 (new dwelling, residential); 
Mungo Homes Inc., owner and contrac-
tor, 1775 Musket Trail, 1,548 heated 
square feet and 528 unheated square 
feet, $82,631 (new dwelling, residential).

• Randy and Linda and Ronald Leasure, 
owners, Cherokee Builders LLC, contrac-
tor, 2901 Frierson Road, Dalzell, 376 un-
heated square feet, $6,712.20 (detached 
enclosed storage shed, residential).

• Joseph and Simone Benedict, owners, 
Davis Home Maintenance LLC, contrac-
tor, 3125 Oldyork Road, $2,850 (six foot 
wood fence, residential).

• Allen L. Kinsey, owner, Chris Collett dba 
C&C Remodeling and Repair, contractor, 
5 Catie Court, $7,737 (install metal roof / 
soffit and trim, residential).

• Lamon J. and Dorothy J. Oneal, owners, 
Dwight Coleman dba D&C Carpentry 
Contractor, contractor, 2170 Avalon 
Drive, $35,700 (enclose existing attached 
patio, residential).

• Marc Echols, owner, Larry Timmons dba 
T&T Metal Roofing, contractor, 1490 
Mooneyhan Road, $4,400 (install metal 
roof, residential).

• Charles Joe, owner and contractor, 606 
Brockington St., 400 unheated square 
feet, $1,500 (attached open carport, resi-
dential).

• Randy and Kristen Wright, owners, James 
P. Dennis, contractor, 5240 Bethel 
Church Road, Pinewood, 1,260 unheated 
square feet, $20,000 (detached enclosed 
storage building, residential).

• John H. Harden Jr., owner, Hoover Build-
ings of Lexington, contractor, 3445 Saw-
mill Drive, 3,800 unheated square feet, 
$77,000 (new utility building, residen-
tial).

• Barnie L. and Mariko Nail, owners, Timo-
thy Kelley dba Kelley Construction, con-
tractor, 2905 Steeplechase Drive, Dalzell, 
$7,560 (install new shingles, residential).

• Essie Allen McDaniel, owner, JL Floyd & 
Sons Co., contractor, 15 Reese St., $2,000 
(residential demolition of burned house, 
residential).

• Brogdon McKinley, owner, Michael Par-
tin dba Partin Construction, contractor, 
920 Reedroman Road, $7,800 (roof, resi-
dential).

• Theresa Simmons, owner and contrac-
tor, 1844 Kolb Road, 112 heated square 
feet, $2,500 (add new washroom, resi-
dential).

• Jill Taylor Jones, owner, Danny Marshall, 
contractor, 1 Frank Clarke St., $8,900 (19 
vinyl replacement windows — same size 
and style, residential).

• Adaptive Lifestyles Inc., owner, Metro 
Dwellings LLC, contractor, 883 Club 
Lane, $7,713.33 (roof replacement, resi-
dential); Adaptive Lifestyles Inc., owner, 
Metro Dwellings LLC, contractor, 1155 
Briar Bend St., $7,713.33 (roof replace-
ment, residential).

• First Flight Inc., owner, Metro Dwellings 
LLC, contractor, 2800 Drake St., $7,713.33 
(roof replacement, residential); First 
Flight Inc., owner, Metro Dwellings LLC, 
contractor, 687 Kingsbury Drive, 
$7,713.33 (roof replacement, residential).

• Sumter County Disabilities, owner, Metro 
Dwellings LLC, contractor, 2940 Wise 
Drive, $7,713.33 (roof replacement, resi-
dential).

• Abilities Unlimited Inc., owner, Metro 
Dwellings LLC, contractor, 305 Burns 
Drive, $7,713.33 (roof replacement, resi-
dential).

• City of Sumter, owner, G&S Sign Co., 
contractor, 154 S. Main St., $2,700 (new 
wall sign — The Sidewalk Cafe, commer-
cial).

• Paul Anthony Smith, owner, Newman 
Builders of Sumter LLC, contractor, 3101 
Cains Mill Road, 9,600 unheated square 
feet, $52,200 (hay barn — agricultural, 
commercial).

• Stillwater of Sumter LLC, owner, South-
ern Roofing Services, contractor, 5780 
Broad St., $4,100 (remove / replace shin-
gles, commercial).

• Forfeited Land Commission, owner, JL 
Floyd & Sons Co., contractor, 1947 Mc-
Crays Mill Road, $2,750 (residential de-
molition of double wide mobile home, 
residential).

• SLS Co. LTD / Kimberly Bradley, owner, 
Jacob Randall, contractor, 5815 McLau-
rin Road, Wedgefield (mobile home, res-
idential).

• Stacy L. Truett, owner, Harvey McDon-
ald, contractor, 56 Nandina Drive (mo-
bile home, residential).

• Lamont Burr et al, owner, Shelwood 
China dba China Home Improvement, 

contractor, 4670 Cotton Acres Road, 736 
heated square feet and 88 unheated 
square feet, $43,744 (bedroom and 
porch addition, residential).

• Williams Aiken Estate, owner, Eric 
Osteen Lenza dba A-Z Construction, 
contractor, 3530 Nazarene Church Road, 
$6,500 (reroof, residential).

• SLS Co. LTD (C. Stewart / Glend), owner, 
Jacob Randall, contractor, 30 Wentworth 
Court, Dalzell (mobile home, residen-
tial).

• Williamena Easley, owner, Sharon D. Tin-
dal dba Tindal Construction, contractor, 
111 E. Charlotte Ave., $20,000 (repairs to 
roof / windows / rewire / exterior door 
/ cabinets / paint interior, residential).

• Christopher M. Tate, owner, Erus Build-
ers LLC dba Erus Energy, contractor, 
2911 Lake View Drive, $24,600 (roof 
mount solar panel system, residential).

• Sabrina Jenkins, owner, Harvey McDon-
ald, contractor, 4365 Birch Court, Dalzell 
(mobile home, residential).

• Melody Collins, owner, Square It Up 
Roofing Inc., contractor, 2781 Old Field 
Road, $4,720 (reroof, residential).

• Melissa M. and Scott R. Carnelli, owners, 
Square It Up Roofing Inc., contractor, 
439 W. Calhoun St., $9,245 (reroof, resi-
dential).

• Mary G. Chew, owner, Green Acres 
Home Outlet Inc., contractor, 10135 Nero 
Circle, Lynchburg (mobile home, resi-
dential).

• Heirs of Ambrose Barnes, owner, Green 
Acres Home Outlet Inc., contractor, 
10135 Nero Circle, Lynchburg, $5,500 
(residential demolition of two room 
home / building, residential).

• Walter and Ernestine McQuillar, owners, 
Knepp Roofing Carpenter, contractor, 
8795 Black River Road, Rembert, $7,200 
(19 window replacements, residential).

• Samuel Lee and Hazelree P. White, own-
ers, Dee & Gee Builders LLC, contractor, 
80 Jacobs Circle, Wedgefield, $2,200 
(frame house / 1,000 square feet, resi-
dential).

• South Carolina Electric & Gas, owner, 
Roofco Inc., contractor, 2370 Beckwood 
Road, $5,846 (roofing, residential).

• Thomas McCaskill, owner and contrac-
tor, 100 Marshall Cemetery Road, 1,500 
unheated square feet, $15,000 (detached 
enclosed storage shed, residential).

• Laura Colclough dba LC Child, owner, 
Pye-Barker Fire & Safety, contractor, 
1360 S. Guignard Ext., $2,500 (install pre-
engineered fire suppression system 
only, commercial).

• Carol and Rosa Lee Kirkland, owners, 
Shelwood China dba China Home Im-
provement, contractor, 125 Hoyt St., 
$9,632 (vinyl siding and six windows, 
residential).

• McDonald’s Corp. 39/115, owner, B&C 
Fire Protection Inc., contractor, 360 Pine-
wood Road, $30,000 (install fire sprin-
klers, commercial).

• Gloria M. Fiorini, owner, Jeffrey Callen 
dba Callen Construction, contractor, 6 
Hilltop St., $5,896 (replace shingle roof, 
residential).

• Anna Maria Wood, owner, Ronnie V. 
Gainey dba Ronnie Gainey Roofing, con-
tractor, 3020 Brittany Drive, $4,700 (roof-
ing, residential).

• Henry Brandon, owner, Terry Wayne 
Sanford, contractor, 501 Flake Drive, 
$6,180 (replace 16 windows, residential).

• Andrew D. Yaeger, owner, Shelwood 
China dba China Home Improvement, 
contractor, 2605 Turningleaf Lane, Dal-
zell, $9,321 (reroof only, residential).

• Anderson Family Limited Partnership, 
owner, Qwiksite Inc., contractor, 745 
Dimu Lane, Wedgefield, $16,100 (add an-
tenna, fiber, RRU’s, no ground or electri-
cal work, commercial).

• Jennifer C. Jones and Dav Skinner, own-
ers, Cherokee Builders LLC, contractor, 
385 Trailwood Drive, 620 unheated 
square feet, $5,572.80 (enclosed de-
tached storage building with concrete 
slab, residential).

• Jean L. Howard, owner, Jacob Randall, 
contractor, 2340 Emil Road, Wedgefield 
(mobile home, residential).

• Samuel R. Moore, owner, Pro-Tech Fire 
Services, contractor, 5200 Live Oak 
Road, Dalzell, $2,061.20 (install and test 
kitchen fire suppression system, com-
mercial).

• Gainey Construction Co. LLC, owner and 
contractor, 34365 Sawmill Drive, 3,095 
heated square feet and 800 unheated 
square feet, $221,070 (new dwelling, res-
idential).

• Virginia L. Yonson, owner, William Lee 
dba Lee’s Roofing Co., contractor, 20 
Reed St., $4,200 (remove / replace shin-
gles, residential).

• City of Sumter (Tripper Lee), owner, Roof-
co Inc., contractor, 12 S. Main St., 
$55,000 (emergency repair remove / re-
place existing roof, commercial); City of 
Sumter (Tripper Lee), owner, Roofco 
Inc., contractor, 14 S. Main St., $55,000 
(emergency repair remove / replace ex-
isting roof, commercial).

• Robert Brandon Brown, owner and con-
tractor, 2134 Tanglewood Road, $65,985 
(flood damage repairs, residential).

• Dale D. and Deborah L. Horton, owners, 
Aycock Construction LLC, contractor, 
216 E. Clark St., Pinewood, $8,000 (re-
place roof, residential).

• Julia A. Budden, owner, Golden Con-
struction, contractor, 19 Corbett St., 
$4,800 (remove / replace shingles, resi-
dential).

• Valencia Darcella Smith et al, owner, 
Golden Construction, contractor, 409 Sil-
ver St., $5,400 (replace shingles, residen-
tial).

• Fred Compston, owner, Robert Burleson, 
contractor, 883 Kolb Road, $18,000 (13 
replacement windows, flooring, siding, 
paint interior, residential).

• Roland W. Geddings, owner and contrac-
tor, 4040 Nazarene Church Road, 280 un-
heated square feet, $2,000 (storage 
room addition, residential).

• Charlie Robinson, owner and contractor, 
30 Whiffet Lane, 450 heated square feet 
and 10 unheated square feet, $7,000 
(new dwelling, residential).

• Patsie P. and H. Barry Shuler, owners, 
Lynam Construction LLC, contractor, 110 
Haile Drive, $22,300 (wall construction / 
sheetrock / electrical, residential).

• Mark A. McLeod, owner, Ronnie V. Gain-
ey dba Ronnie Gainey Roofing, contrac-
tor, 3605 Cody Road, Pinewood, $10,000 
(roofing, residential).

• Michael E. and Marian H. Carnes, owners, 
JES Columbia LLC dba Mount Valley 
Founda, contractor, 945 Oak Brook Blvd., 
$4,200 (foundation repair, residential).

• Robert Bell for Gwendolyn Dwye, owner, 
William Wilson, contractor, 6365 Sammy 
Swamp Road, Pinewood (mobile home, 
residential).

• Dana / Hilda Fleming, owner, SLSCO LTD., 
contractor, 113 Palm Springs Drive, 
$2,000 (residential demolition of mobile 
home, residential).

• Sumter County, owner, Hawkins and 
Kolb Construction Co., contractor, 200 
General Drive (380), $900,000 (construc-
tion of new environmental center, com-
mercial).

• Jan and Joy Black, owners, John Bailey, 
contractor, 6040 Brookland Drive, 1,701 
heated square feet and 450 unheated 
square feet, $110,000 (new dwelling, res-
idential).

• Jeanne E. Madden, owner, Todd Miles 
dba Southern Heritage Builder, contrac-
tor, 3245 Green View Parkway, 320 un-
heated square feet, $37,500 (build out-
door patio / pergola / firepit / deck , 
residential).

• Mungo Homes Inc., owner and contrac-
tor, 288 Masters Drive, 2,241 heated 
square feet and 554 unheated square 
feet, $95,186 (new dwelling, residential).

• Michael L. and Connie Meldrim, owners, 
James Miller dba James Miller Construc-
tion, contractor, 2115 Watersong Run, 
320 unheated square feet, $20,000 (de-
tached storage building, residential).

• Arlene H. Corbin as trustee, owner, Culler 
Enterprises dba Culler Roofing, contrac-
tor, 2360 Clematis Trail, $10,582.05 (re-
move / replace shingles, residential).

• Peaceful Way Properties LLC, owner, G&S 
Sign Co., contractor, 434 N. Guignard 
Drive, $6,500 (change face of sign — Pal-
metto Family & Cosmetic Dentistry, 
commercial).

• David L. and Kaye L. Spencer, owners, 
Homestar Solar Solutions, contractor, 
304 Crosswell Drive, $30,250 (roof mount 
solar panel system, residential).

• City of Sumter (Michael Geddin), owner, 
Hardee Construction Co. Inc., contrac-
tor, 3495 Millgrove Lane, $2,000,000 (new 
welcome center, commercial).

• Kathryn Ahtonen, owner, Harvey McDon-
ald, contractor, 4454 Wrangler Trail (mo-
bile home, residential).

• Elizabeth W. Sweat / SLSCO LTD., owner, 
Jacob Randall, contractor, 138 W. Red 
Bay Road (mobile home, residential).

• Gloria Wells / SLSCO LTD., owner, Jacob 
Randall, contractor, 6965 Three Mile 
Branch Road, Lynchburg (mobile home, 
residential).

• Moore Rentals LLC, owner, Harvey Mc-
Donald, contractor, 105 W. Patricia Drive 
(mobile home, residential).

• Shaun Brown, owner, Harvey McDonald, 
contractor, 4195 Bethel Church Road 
(mobile home, residential).

• Bernard Griffin, owner, SLSCO LTD., con-
tractor, 5815 McLaurin Road, Wedge-
field, $2,000 (residential demolition of 
mobile home, residential).

• Elizabeth Wilson Sweat, owner, SLSCO 
LTD., contractor, 138 W. Red Bay Road, 
$2,000 (residential demolition of mobile 
home, residential).

• Lillian Evonne Woods Freeman, owner, 
SLSCO LTD., contractor, 6965 Three Mile 
Branch Road, Lynchburg, $2,000 (resi-
dential demolition of mobile home, resi-
dential).

• Kara J. and Justin I. Newcomb, owners, 
Peach Orchard General Contracting LLC, 
contractor, 1 Maplewood Drive, $6,800 
(vinyl siding and facial metal to com-
plete house, residential).

• Castile C. Wilson, owner, SLSCO LTD., 
contractor, 706 Brockington St., 
$30,283.86 (flooring / roofing / windows 
/ drywall insulation, residential).

• Coker W. Luther Inc., owner, Qwiksite 
Inc., contractor, 400 Jakiewoods Road, 
Turbeville, $16,100 (add antenna, fiber 
and RRU’s / no ground or electrical 
work, commercial).

• William T. Bramlett Jr., owner, Henry E. 
Floyd Builders, contractor, 1000 N. Main 
St., $4,000 (repairs to building soffit and 
canopy / roof on attached shed build-
ing, commercial).

• YWCA of Sumter Area Inc., owner, James 
Robert Byrd Jr., contractor, 246 Church 
St., $2,800 (four foot chain link fence, 
commercial).

• Steven A. and Pamela R. Chandler, own-
ers, Rescomm Development LLC / Power 
Home Sola, contractor, 3195 Kim St., Dal-
zell, $38,475 (roof mount solar panel sys-
tem, residential).

• Darrell Nelson, owner, Harvey McDon-
ald, contractor, 4735 Amonn Road (mo-
bile home, residential).

• Heavenly Lowe, owner, Ken-Co Homes, 
contractor, 2260 Equinox Ave., Dalzell 
(mobile home, residential).

• Great Southern Homes Inc., owner and 
contractor, 40 Revolutionary Way, 1,401 
heated square feet and 339 unheated 
square feet, $85,757.79 (new dwelling, 
residential).

• Brenda and Ronnie Brunson, owners, Mi-
chael Partin dba Partin Construction, 
contractor, 281 Gamble St., $12,000 (heat 
pumps with ducts, electrical upgrade, 
residential).

• Ida B. aka Ilie Conyers (lifetime estate), 
owner, Ilie Conyers, contractor, 408 S. 
Harvin St., $2,000 (remove and replace 
siding, residential).

• Ian More Bohnan and Kristi Britt, owners, 
James Miller dba James Miller Construc-
tion, contractor, 753 Mattison Ave., 720 
unheated square feet, $23,500 (detached 
garage, residential).

• Sumter Habitat for Humanity, owner and 
contractor, 1035 Nottingham Drive, 1,215 
heated square feet and 142 unheated 
square feet, $73,452 (new dwelling, resi-
dential); Sumter Habitat for Humanity, 
owner and contractor, 1031 Nottingham 
Drive, 1,115 heated square feet and 145 
unheated square feet, $67,715 (new 
dwelling, residential).

• Brittany A. China, owner, Daniel Gonza-
les, contractor, 1805 Lirope Way, $6,970 
(remove / replace shingles, residential).
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Child shoots her 1st turkey

PHOTO PROVIDED
Ava Lowery, age 8, got her first turkey while hunting with her Daddy. Ava is the daughter of 
Danny and Kelly Lowery.

Did you kill a big buck? Kill your first deer? 
Catch a big fish? Catch your first fish?

We want to share your outdoor photos with our readers. Email 
your photo submissions to pressrelease@theitem.com.

Please include name of person in the photo, where the catch or 
kill took place and any other pertinent information.

Gardening’s benefits jibe with 
today’s emphasis on wellness

Modern gardening isn’t just 
about growing plants — it’s part 
of  a movement toward personal 
and family wellness that includes 
everything from diet and exercise 
to a clean and livable environ-
ment.

“A lot of  things are going on 
with wellness as it applies to our 
food culture,” said Helen Lundell, 
a senior consultant with The 
Hartman Group Inc., a company 
in Bellevue, Washington, that 
studies consumer, food and bev-
erage trends. “The essential 
theme is that consumers are 
moving toward natural foods. 
First and foremost is the absence 
of  pesticides and chemicals used 
in production.”

But gardening fits the moment 
in ways beyond healthier food, 
she said.

“People want to exercise,” she 
said. “They want to connect with 
nature. They want to socialize. 
They want to have some private 
time and disconnect from social 
media. They want long-term 
weight management rather than 
crash diets.” All of  those can be 
benefits from gardening.

A trend toward outdoor living 
has blossomed in landscape de-
sign and is also health related, 
said Missy Henriksen, a spokes-
woman for the National Associa-
tion of  Landscape Professionals.

“People are recognizing that 
being outdoors benefits well-
ness,” Henriksen said. “They feel 
better when they interact with 

nature, even if  it’s simply looking 
through a window.”

If  you’re remodeling a deck or 
patio, Henriksen said, consider 
adding creative lighting, wifi, TV 
connections and shelter from 
harsh sun and wet weather. “Not 
only for nighttime use, but more 
people are working remotely 
from home, and they’re doing it 
outdoors,” Henriksen said.

When planning the garden, she 
recommended nature-scaping 
with pollinator-friendly plants 
(“Attracting wildlife is a great ed-
ucational tool for kids”) and in-
cluding edibles.

“People look at their land-
scapes and think they’re attrac-
tive, but they may be missing 
some personal benefits,” Henrik-
sen said. “Herbs, fruits and vege-
tables add texture, color and vari-
ety to residential landscapes.”

You also can hardscape to fit 
family lifestyles as they evolve. 
Include badminton or bocce ball 
courts, chessboards, pools and 
spas, fire pits and yoga spaces. 
Aside from their immediate sat-
isfaction, these also may pay off  
when selling the property.

Try your local university Ex-
tension office if  you need help. 
“Family health and wellness has 
been the mission of  Oregon 
(State University) Extension for 
over 100 years,” said Stephanie 
Polizzi, a registered dietitian-nu-
tritionist with the university.

“Our field faculty and campus 
specialists have expertise in nu-
trition, community food systems, 
physical activity and community 
engagement,” she said.

A fire ring in the 
backyard of a Lang-
ley, Washington, 
home is one of 
many health-related 
themed spaces be-
coming popular in 
landscape design. 
It’s the kind of hard-
scaping that pro-
vides enjoyment as 
family lifestyles 
evolve. 

AP FILE PHOTO

BY DEAN FOSDICK
The Associated Press

The hunt is on for wild turkeys
I know the fish are bit-

ing. I see the steady 
stream of  trucks head-
ed to the lake every day, 

pulling boats. I like to fish 
— especially when the 
bream are biting. The full 
moon in April, and again in 
May, is the best time to 
catch a mess of  sunfish. 

But for me — the hunt is 
on. Turkeys 
are in sea-
son, and we 
only get six 
weeks to 
hunt them. 
Some people 
say turkey 
hunting is 
an obses-
sion. It’s 
hard to say 
why, but it 

gets under your skin and is 
like nothing else. For now, 
the bream can wait. 

There are very few casual 
turkey hunters. Either you 
like it and can’t get enough, 
or you don’t care for it. I 
look forward to turkey sea-
son all year long, like a kid 
waiting on Christmas, and 
it’s here now. 

For me, the turkey season 
is the best time of  the year. 
Winter has passed, and 
spring leaps out to us. There 
are warm days and cool 
nights. The first wildflowers 
bloom, then redbuds and 
dogwoods. The bugs and 
snakes aren’t out yet. The 
sweet fragrance of  yellow 
Jessamine and honeysuckle 
hang in the air. The trees go 
from winter bare to summer 
green. The songbirds sing a 

joyous melody. And the tur-
keys gobble. 

Our fathers didn’t have 
turkeys to hunt. Heavy tim-
ber harvest, intensive share-
crop farming and a wide-
spread rural population dec-

imated wild turkey numbers 
at the turn of  the century. A 
few remnant turkey popula-
tions managed to hold on in 
some of  the big river 
swamps and isolated coastal 
plantations. Those few tur-

keys provided the stock for 
a statewide restoration ef-
fort that exceeded all expec-
tations. 

I started seeing turkeys 
here in the ’80s, and then 
along came Hugo. The hur-
ricane decimated a huge 
area of  woodlands — from 
the coast inland to Char-
lotte. Pine trees were 
snapped off, and hardwoods 
were uprooted. It was a jun-
gle out there for a while, 
and the new turkey popula-
tions needed time to recover. 

I didn’t think we would 
ever have a huntable popu-
lation of  wild turkeys in this 
part of  the state, but eventu-
ally it did happen. And boy 
am I glad. Now, all I had to 
do was figure out how to 
hunt them. Our elders 
couldn’t teach us because 
they had never hunted tur-
keys. So, many of  us were 
on our own. I went a few 
times with a friend of  mine 
from the Upstate and 
learned a little about turkey 
hunting. I read everything I 
could find about turkeys 
and turkey hunting. But 
mostly it was an exercise in 
trial and error.

Turkey hunters must have 
more patience, more perse-
verance and more woods-
manship skills than the av-
erage hunter. It’s a thinking 
game, with many decisions. 
One decision usually just 
leads to another. Success 
will come just enough to 
keep you going. 

My brother Matt and I 
hunted turkeys together for 
years. We learned a lot from 

each other. We were never 
experts by any stretch of  
the imagination, but we got 
better at it. We shared infor-
mation with each other 
about where we saw turkeys 
and saw good sign, like 
tracks and strut marks. 

We learned to keep that 
information to ourselves. 
Other hunters were some-
times after the same birds 
as we were. We didn’t come 
out and lie too much — well, 
maybe little white lies. We 
learned to not volunteer any 
MRI or “most recent infor-
mation.” We were usually 
evasive and secretive about 
our scouting — so were 
other hunters. I would ride 
the county dirt roads look-
ing for gobbler tracks. If  I 
saw some I would stop, get 
out of  the truck and step on 
the tracks to disguise them. 

Turkey hunters some-
times love to talk about 
their successful hunts with-
out giving away any useful 
information to other hunt-
ers, and usually only anoth-
er turkey hunter can appre-
ciate the story. 

Now my son Clayton is 
getting an education in tur-
key hunting. At least he has 
someone to teach him a few 
things. Maybe he will teach 
his son one day. 

In the spring, wild turkeys 
will gobble. It is the call of  
the wild, like the howl of  a 
wolf  or the honking of  a 
goose. It is the essence of  
wildness and raw nature. I 
guess we could live without 
it, but now that I know it, I 
wouldn’t want to. 

Dan
Geddings

PHOTO PROVIDED
Dan Geddings shot this wild turkey on a recent hunt in Clarendon 
County.
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All Types of Roofing & Repairs All
work guaranteed. 30 yrs exp. SC lic.
Virgil Bickley 803-316-4734.

Robert's Metal Roofing
35 Yrs exp. 45 yr warranty. Financing
avail. Expert installation. Long list of
satisfied customers. 803-837-1549.

Roofing

Lula Belle Addison
April 9, 1949

Happy Birthday Mother
We love you, but God loves you
best. From your children, grand-
children & the rest of the family.

Attorney Timothy L. Griffith
803-607-9087, 360 W. Wesmark.
Criminal, Family, Accident, Injury

Want to improve sales?
We can help with that.

mark@theitem.com
803•464•8917

CALL TODAY

MARK
PEKURI
MULTIMEDIA 
SPECIALIST

• Print Ads
• Magazines
• Digital Ads
• Video

Legal Service

Company's Name: Mount Franklin
Nutritional Job Title: Warehouse
Lead position
Brief Job Description:
Warehouse Lead, Mount Franklin
Nutritionals is searching for an
experienced Warehouse Lead for its
facility in Sumter. If you have at least
2 years of experience in a leadership
position in the warehouse area, a
forklift truck certification, high school
diploma or equivalent, excellent
communication skills, and a positive
"can-do" attitude, please submit your
resume at:
luzt@mountfranklinfoods.com
Mount Franklin Nutritionals benefits
include vacation, sick time, and
holidays paid, 401k, medical, dental
and vision insurance.
Equal Opportunity Employer
Veterans/Disabled

SBC Construction of Sumter
Metal /Shingle Roofs• Porches •
Concrete & Windows
•Water Problems •Tree removal
Call BURCH 803-720-4129

Home
Improvements

Looking for a certified mechanic
to work on Class A tractors and
trailers. Certified in annual inspec-
tions, tires and brake work. If
interested call 803-473-6553.

We are growing and looking for
managers and manager trainees.
Consumer finance experience prefer-
red but not required. Please apply at
your local Lenders Loans office.

For Sale
or Trade

Nesbitt Transportation is now
hiring Class A CDL Drivers. Must be
23 yrs old and have 2 yrs
experience. Home nights and week-
ends. Call 843-621-0943 or
843-659-8254

Help Wanted
Full-Time

Reginald "Noble" Tirrell Holmes
12/24/72 - 04/06/11

It has been 7 years and we are still
missing you. Your Mother: Mary,
Sister: Tiffany, Brothers: Chris &
Derrick, Children: Melody, Cameron,
(Heidi), Family & Friends. We Miss
You.

In Memory

Camp Bob Cooper (Clemson
University Youth Learning Institute),
Summerton, SC is now hiring for
Part-Time Food Service Workers,
no more than 28 hours per week,
shifts vary, some weekends. Must
have a valid ID, reliable transporta-
tion, and be able to pass a
background check. Please Call:
803-478-2105.

Clemson University is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Executive Director
State of South Carolina Office

of Regulatory Staff

The State Regulation of Public
Utilities Review Commission
(Review Committee) will be
accepting applications for the
position of Executive Director of the
Office of Regulatory Staff (ORS).
Responsibilities of the Executive
Director include planning,
organizing, and directing the
activities of the ORS and managing
the overall direction and operations
of the agency. The Executive
Director is accountable for
developing and implementing ORS's
positions on utility policy issues,
determining the strategy and means
of achieving those positions, and
directing resources in an effective
and efficient manner. The Executive
Director is responsible for
developing and presenting major
policy positions before Public
Service Commission, the General
Assembly and other forums.

The Executive Director must be an
attorney qualified to practice in all
SC courts and possess a minimum of
eight years practice experience. The
Review Committee will consider
each candidate's experience and
expertise in matters related to
public utilities. The Review
Committee does not hire the
Executive Director; its role is to
nominate a candidate for
consideration of appointment by the

New & used Heat pumps & A/C.
Will install/repair, Call 803-968-9549
or 843-992-2364

Legal Notice
Experienced auto detail person
wanted. Highly energetic. PT to FT
hours. Call John's Hand Car Wash
803-316-5919.

4 Cemetery Plots in Evergreen
Cemetery $6000 for all 4 OBO Call
803-775-4045

2 Cemetery plots in Evergreen
Memorial Park. $1700 per plot or
OBO. Call or text 910-315-9995

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
MEETING

GIANT RESOURCE
RECOVERY

SUMTER, INC.
EPA ID NO.

SCD 036 275 626

GIANT RESOURCE RECOVERY -
SUMTER, INC. (GRR) submitted a
Class 2 permit modification on April
2, 2018 to modify its RESOURCE
CONSERVATION AND RECOVERY
ACT (RCRA) permit as required by
t h e  S O U T H  C A R O L I N A
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL
(SCDHEC) and the UNITED STATES
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY (USEPA). GRR submitted
this modification for the addition of
a new hydropulper tank system.
However, there will be no changes in
the type or volume of waste
materials processed at the facility.
This meeting is intended to solicit
questions from and inform the
community about this permit
modification and the proposed
changes.

Public meeting location:
Central Carolina Technical College
506 N. Guignard Drive
Building 500, Room M533
Sumter, South Carolina

Date and Time:
Tuesday, May 15, 2018 at 6:00 p.m.

GRR contact person:
Sheila Buckman
755 Industrial Road
Sumter, South Carolina
(803) 773-1400, ext. 8632

If any person requires special access
in order to participate in this
meeting, please contact the facility
as noted above at least 72 hours
prior to the meeting.

Exp. Trailer switcher needed in
Sumter to move trailers in yard. Do
washouts & minor repairs. Thurs.,
Fri. & Sun. 7 am - 5 pm. Must have 2
yrs exp. CDL & clean driving record.
803-938-2708 M-F 9am-3pm lv msg
with experience.

In Loving Memory of
Desmond Rayon

Conyers
10/15/92- 04/07/08

It's been 10 years, even though you
are gone, you will never be forgotten.
You will always be in our hearts
forever. Love Mom, Dad, Big
Brother, Tiffany, Kayla , Nieces,

Nephew & your extended family.

Legal Notice
1875 sq. ft space for sale by owner.
Formerly Just Kids Furniture, 1422
Camden Hwy. Close to Walmart.
803-469-9992

3 Cemetery plots all in one lot. In O
section by Guignard Dr. $2000 each.
Call 772-217-9552

Mariachi's of Manning is in need
for 2 cashiers & 2 waiters. Call
between 10 am - 5 pm for an
interview (803)413-2503

Commercial -
Industrial

For Sale: King size bed German
Shrunk, dinning room set, assorted
small furniture, washer & dryer. Call
803-847-4854

Help Wanted
Part-Time

OWNER FINANCING! 5 acres, near
St. Charles. Call or text
803-464-5813.

For Sale
or Trade

Land & Lots
for Sale

2365 Bryson Rd Thurs, Fri., &
Sun. 10-6. Estate Sale. Incredible
low prices. Everything must go!!!!

Roofers Needed. Must have 3
years experience minimum and
Driver's license a plus. Must be able
to pass back ground and drug
screen. Serious inquiries call
803-478-2950.

The family of the late Paul Whittle-
ton would like to thank all of you for
your prayers, your support, and your
love that you've shown during the
time of the passing of our loved one.
Thank you for your cards, phone
calls, visits and prayer. Submitted by
Wife, Children and Family

Garage, Yard &
Estate Sales

Land For Sale Wedgefield area, 5
minutes to Shaw. 4.38 acres on
paved road. Buy land and get a 3 br
2 ba DW mobile home FREE! Call
803-481-8314

Exp. auto mechanic needed.
Send resume to: P-483 c//o The
Item, PO Box 1677 Sumter SC 29151

Homes for Sale
MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

Barnette's Auto Parts seeking
someone to drive tow truck.
Clean driving record req. Apply in
person at Barnette's Auto Parts
1370 N St. Paul's Church Rd.

REALREAL
ESTATEESTATE

German Shepherd Puppies $200
Black, tan and gray, Non Registered.
Call 803-968-5392 or 968-6068

Experienced Cashiers, Servers &
Grill cook needed. Must be availa-
ble to work all shifts. Please call
Cindy at 803-481-6495 for more info.

Dogs

Frances C. Prescott
4/8/29 - 6/28/15

We celebrate her birthday filled with
memories and love.

Allen, Susan, LouAnn, & Frankie

PETS &PETS &
ANIMALSANIMALS

Senior Living
Apartments

for those 62+
(Rent based on income)

Shiloh-Randolph Manor
125 W. Bartlette.

775-0575
Studio/1 Bedroom

apartments available
EHO

INVITATION FOR BIDS
The County of Sumter invites
qualified General Contractors to
offer Sealed Bids for the
RENOVATIONS & ADDITIONS to
DILLON PARK located at 1210 Clara
Louise Kellogg Drive, Sumter, South
Carolina. The Scope of Work consists
of site work for new athletic fields,
parking lots, sidewalks and the
construction of Concession, Storage
and Maintenance buildings.

A complete set of Bid Documents
may be obtained for $100.00
(non-refundable) per set from the
Architect. Contact Jackson & Sims,
Architects, 7-1/2 South Main Street,
Sumter, SC, 29150, 803-773-4329 or
email: jsarch@ftc-i.net by all
interested Bidders.

The Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference
will be held, at the project site, on
Wednesday, April 11, 2018 at 11:00
a.m.

The Owner will receive Sealed Bids
on Thursday, April 26, 2018 at 2:00
p.m. at the Sumter County
Administration Building, Third
Floor, Conference Room 13 East
Canal Street, Sumter, South
Carolina.

The County of Sumter reserves the
right to reject any or all bids, to
waive minor formalities in the
bidding, and to award the contract to
other than the lowest bidder if
deemed to be in the best interest of
the County.

Unfurnished
Apartments

Bid Notices
Johnson Tree Service
& Brush Removal LLC

Lic & insured 803-968-4020
We also do lawn care,

garage clean outs,
tear down's & haul offs.

RENTALSRENTALS

Ricky's Tree Service Tree removal,
stump grinding, Lic & ins, free quote,
803-435-2223 or cell 803-460-8747.

Tractor trailer driver needed in
Sumter. Must have CDL & clean
driving record with 2 years exp. Call
803-938-2708 lv. msg. with experi-
ence.

A Word of Thanks
On Friday, March 16, 2018 our
mother "Sarah H. Robinson" went
from labor to reward. We truly would
like to thank all the churches,
organizations, neighbors, friends
and love ones for any and all acts of
kindness that was shown to this
family during our time of sorrow.
Words cannot express how thankful
we are to all of you.
Her Sons: Roland, Leroy, George,
William and John.

THE TREE DOCTOR
Professional tree care at affordable
prices. 4 generations of expert tree
care. Over 65 yrs. exp. Tree removal,
stump grinding, pruning, lot clearing,
bob cat & lot clearing also available.
Free estimates. Call 803-720-7147

Card of Thanks

Governor.

This position is to fill the remainder
of a six-year term that expires on
June 30, 2022. Applications will be
accepted between Monday, April 9,
2018 through noon on Monday, April
23, 2018. Applications will not be
accepted after noon on Monday,
April 23rd. Additional information
and application materials are posted
on the Review Committee's website
at: www.scstatehouse.gov/Committe
eInfo/PublicUtilitiesReviewComm/P
ublicUtilitiesReviewComm.php. You
may also contact Michelle McGee at
8 0 3 - 2 1 2 - 6 6 3 4  o r  e m a i l
michellemcgee@scsenate.gov to
request an application packet or
additional information.

Camp Bob Cooper, Summerton,
SC is now hiring a

Waterfront/Aquatics Director.
Minimum Qualifications and Experi-
ence
*Previous experience in residential
camping.
*Current certification in first aid and
CPR and Lifeguarding.
*Prior experience in the development
and delivery of recreational pro-
grams.
*Experience in supervising others,
especially peers, is desirable.
Submit resumes to: helm
@clemson.edu

Clemson University is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

Camp Bob Cooper, Summerton,
SC is now hiring Lifeguards

for Residential Camp.
Lifeguards needed for waterfront at a
residential camp. Lifeguard, CPR,
and First Aid certification RE-
QUIRED. Experience as a Summer
Camp Counselor preferred. Submit
resumes to helm@clemson.edu

Clemson University is an Equal
Opportunity Employer

Today marks the one-year anniver-
sary of the passing of Hester
Goings. While we are saddened by
her absence in the physical sense,
she will always live in our hearts. The
Family

FT / PT Class A CDL Drivers. Must
possess haz mat & tanker endorse-
ments & TWIC card. Petro exp. is a
+. However, not needed to apply.
Clean 10 Yr MVR. Applicant must be
23 years of age with at least 2 years
driving experience of any kind. Home
daily. Call (803) 473-6553.

STATE TREE SERVICE
Free Estimates

Tree Service, Stump Grinding
and Land Clearing

803-773-1320

ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

Trucking
OpportunitiesTree Service Help Wanted

Full-TimeIn Memory Legal Notice

CLASSIFIEDS OR TO PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE GO TO WWW.THE ITEM.COM/PLACEMYAD

803-774-12
CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

11:30 a.m. the day before for 
Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday &  Friday edition.
11:30 a.m. Friday for Sunday’s edition.

We will be happy to change your ad if an error is 
made; however we are not responsible for errors after 
the fi rst run day. We shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from the printing or omission of 
an advertisement. We reserve the right to edit, refuse 

or cancel any ad at any time.
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