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OHS 2020 seniors marked 100th graduating class

By Richard Marion
Lake Okeechobee News

OKEECHOBEE — When 2020 Okeechobee
High School seniors walked across the stage at the
Okeechobee County Agri-Civic Center on May 30
and pick up their diplomas, they were the 100th
graduating class to earn that honor.

The first high school class to graduate in
Okeechobee was in 1920 and was considerably
smaller than the Class of 2020. There were only
four in the 1920 graduating class: Beryl Lovvorn,
Alma Camp, Willie Dubois and Dorothy Darrow.
The principal at the time was W.R. Terrel, the
younger brother a former judge on the Florida
Supreme Court, Glenn Terrell.

One hundred years later, the Class of 2020
followed in the footsteps of those first four, in
more ways than one. In 1920, Okeechobee
graduates were coming into a world reeling from
the Spanish Flu pandemic. Now, 2020 graduates
find themselves enter a world rocked by a
pandemic also, one that drastically altered the last
half of their senior year.

“This Class of 2020 was destined to make
history as the 100th graduating class of
Okeechobee High School,” said OHS Principal
Lauren Myers. “Little did they know that the
significance of this particular ceremony would
be this monumental. In this 100th year and in
the midst of incredible difficulties of all kinds, we
are seeing a true partnership of support between
the school system, the family unit and our
surrounding community. Okeechobee has come
together to adopt seniors, some they have never
even met, and shower them with gifts and well
wishes. There has been an outpouring of love and
positive encouragement, alongside their traditional
cheerleaders.”

Former OHS Principal and current Assistant
Superintendent of Administrative Services Dylan
Tedders says he is proud of the Class of 2020
members’ perseverance.

“They will go down as one of the toughest
classes to walk across the stage,” Mr. Tedders said.
“They dealt with loss, isolation, and remained
focused on the importance of the finish.”

Mr. Tedders graduated from OHS in 1991, as
part the 71st class. He was able to come back to
the school as a coach in 2001, before moving on
to become assistant principal and principal.

“I feel OHS was, and is, a big part of my history
and my life,” Mr. Tedders explained. “I always

believed my responsibility
was to leave it better than
[ found it. By what I've
witnessed this year and
with the leadership of
Principal Lauren

Myers and her

staff, [ know OHS

is in good hands.”

In honor of this
being the 100th
graduating class, the
Historical Society, Our
Village and the Grad Nite
committee purchased
commemorative lapel pins
for each senior.

Mrs. Myers is hopeful that
the outpouring of support that
the community has shown
to 2020 graduates will be
something that continues and
grows for future graduating
Brahmans for the next 100
years at OHS.

“Kids need to know that
they have adults in their
corner,” Mrs Myers stated.

“Students need to hear

advice and encouragement to

persevere from more than just the familiar
voices of their families and teachers.
Everyone could use accountability partners
who push them to be the best version of
themselves and to finish each race that they
start.”

Research shows that mentoring works,”
continued Mrs. Myers. “We see that trend
in IRSC’s successful Take Stock scholarship
program. The mentoring begins during
the freshman year and continues through
to graduation. Think about the positive
outcome and futures that could be affected
if we were to invest time and support over
the course of the entire four years of high
school. How many more students would
we get to this moment right here?”

On behalf of the
Okeechobee Historical Society.
Our Village Okeechobee,
and
The Grad Nite Committee,
we want to congratulate you on your
accomplishment and recognize you for
being a member of the
IOOth Graduating Class of
Okeechobee High School.
Please wear this pin proudly on your
graduation robe.

Special to the Lake Okeechobee
News/Magi Cable
The Okeechobee Historical
Society, Our Village and
the Grad Nite committee
created commemorative
lapel pins (shown above)
for each 2020 senior to
wear on their gown.

Special to the Lake Okeechobee
News/Magi Cable

4 The picture to the left

shows the building that

| first served as the school
| for grades 8-12 in 1916

in Okeechobee. That
former school is now the
administration building for

.| the district.
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" COVID-19 erisis changed everything for Class of 2020

By Katrina Elsken
Lake Okeechobee News

In the fall of 2019, area high school
seniors started the year with the normal
hopes and expectations for their senior
year, with the full school calendar
of sports, club and social activities
normally associated with the final year
of high school.

The school year started as expected.
Students enjoyed the fall semester
with Friday night football games, other
sports, crowning the homecoming
royalty, band competitions, rodeo,
spending time with friends and all of
the other activities that fill a high school
senior’s calendar.

In January, those who pay attention
to international news started hearing
about an outbreak of a new (novel)
coronavirus. On Jan. 11, China reported
the first known death, a 62-year-old
man in Wuhan.

On Jan. 20, the World Health
Organization reported cases outside
China. The following day, the United
State announced the first confirmed
case in Washington state.

On Jan. 30, WHO declared a global
public health emergency with more
than 9,000 cases reported worldwide.

Travel restrictions were put in

place. Cruise ship passengers found
themselves quarantined.

On Feb. 11, WHO officially named
the virus COVID-19.

As concerns about the spread of the
virus grew, communities debated the
best course of action in regard to public
events. The traditional handshake
greeting was discouraged. Increased
hand washing was encouraged.

February fairs and festivals continued
as planned in South Florida. The
Okeechobee Music Festival went on
as scheduled over the first weekend
in March, with extra hand washing
stations and health notices.

Stores sold out of hand sanitizer and
toilet paper.

By the second week in March,
Florida communities made some hard
decisions to cancel public events, since
the virus appeared to spread at mass
gatherings. The Okeechobee County
Fair was canceled the day before it was
scheduled to open. The Okeechobee
Youth Livestock Show moved online.

Some schools started spring break
a week early. Others extended spring
break to two weeks.

When they left for spring break,
students did not know they had left the
classrooms for the remainder of the

Congrats to
Cera and the
Ruarantined
class of 2020

from sSonny § Cecilin

school year.

School officials spent the extended
spring break coming up with plans for
“distance learning.” Schools provided
students with computer tablets.
Teachers scrambled to put together
lessons for online classes. Parents found |
themselves supervising their children’s
lessons.

At first, both the schools and local
officials did not know how long the
“social isolation” period would last.
They hoped to return to school in April,
and then in May, and finally declared
students would not return until the fall
semester ... at the earliest.

Traditional “senior year” activities
such as prom, honors awards night and
grad night were canceled or moved
online. The local communities tried to
make things a little more special for
the graduates by putting up signs and
organizing “adopt a senior” programs.

With this special keepsake section,
the Lake Okeechobee News
congratulates the Class of 2020 on a
successful completion of an unusual
and challenging senior year, one never
to be forgotten.

Lake Okeechobee News/Richard Marion
Kamini Smith, voted Mr. OHS by his peers, wears the mandatory mask for
COVID-19 safety precautions.
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Abrge Bowganlt, Ahawn Penred,  Damian Stephens Trever Teele

Valedictsian

Okeechobee Christian Academy plans to hold live graduation

Special to the Lake Okeechobee News accomplish this transformation the Grace Brethren middle school and high school students switching heart, soul, mind and strength and who seek to be
. g _invited other churches to partner with them in this  classes throughout the day. a transforming influence in their world.

OKEECHOBEE — Okeechobee Christian Acad new venture. They offer Music, Critical Thinking, and Spanish Okeechobee Christian Academy is accredited

the Grace Brethren Church of Okeechobee. Florida The school’s name was changed to Okeechobee along with Abeka, Bob Jones Press, and Purposeful with AdvanceED and has been since 2015.

X ! » Christian Academy to reflect this new commu- Design curriculum. Although it was a difficult final year for their

in August of 1976. The student body totaled 18, nity-wide character and inter-denominational Okeechobee Christian Academy exists to sup-  seniors, staff and teachers pulled together to make
ith three grades and two teachers. ) composition. port parents and the church in the common goal it the best year possible for the students. Principal

In 2007 the Grace Brethren Church recognized The school now offers programs from kinder-  of “raising up a child in the way he/she should go.” Melissa King said they plan to hold a live, in person

the need to expand the scope of this ministry by~ garten through 12th grade, with some students Their mission is to equip the minds and nurture graduation ceremony as soon as things open up

offering a top-quality, holistic Christian education  participating in dual enrollment at Indian River the hearts of young people, preparing them to be  a bit more, but they do not have a date set for the

for the Greater Okeechobee area. In order to State College. They have 20 teachers on staff, with ~ Christian leaders who love Christ with their whole  event yet.

emy began as Grace Christian School, a ministry of

2020 Henws?t fradunates
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Mize mMerrchamt, dwbrey Pearice, Flevinda
Cea, Kemdall Harvisen
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“Experience Speaks For Itself”
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“ Current Deputy Supervisor of Elections

I am the only Republican candidate with over
20 years experience in business and elections.

I'm asking for your vote.
Primary Election:
August 18, 2020

General Election:

i November 3, 2020

Please visit my website for more information:

ElectFaithNielson.com

Cwmifande: i
Dntenis\Vean =HermamdeZ QrtenmisVints, ﬂiv
Juircdwio Rees sz et Casasiadeny,
Ko Wil arcid = Aias e leamer Q)

OKEECHOBEE COUNTY SHERIFF

Experienced in all functions of your Okeechobee
County Sheriff’s Department including:

* Currently the Sheriff at O. C. S. O.

* Detention Deputy

* Road Patrol

» Criminal Investigation
* 19 years of command experience

Law Enforcement Education- wﬁ: ;
Specialized Classes: L iaad¥ §

" -
» Federal Bureau of Investigations {;{‘ =
* Florida Department of Law Enforcement R *-—;.»

* Florida Criminal Justice Exe. Institute
* Indian River State College
* South Florida Community Colleg

%> CenterState [N

We believe in you!

Okeechobes, FL 54974 32 Years with the Okeechohee County Sheriff's Office

OFFICE: 863-763-5573

Political advertisement paid for and approved by Noel Stephen, Republican, Sheriff of Okeechobee County.
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With life’s Social
Disruptions, Social
. Adversities and Social
Wiy z Pandemic, this year’s
Senior Class has left
_ the indelible mark of
o conquering it all!

Congratulations to the
100" Graduating Class of
Okeechobee High
School,
the Class of
2020!

p 4

Whether by mail or at the polls, your vote is your voice

aeS"Mark
BRANDEL

FOR OKEECHOBEE

COUNTY.COMMISSIONER

DISTRICT ONE, REPUBLICAN

Veteran, United States Army,
Honorably Discharged

Okeechobee Resident for 42 Years

Active Member of Peace
Lutheran Church, Past President
Congregational Council

Member and Past Chairman,
Okeechobee Construction Industry
Licensing Board

Member & Past Chairman, Citizens
Aavisory Committee - Agri-Civic Center

Past Member Martha’s House Board
Past President, Okeechobee Jaycees
Past President, Florida JCI Senate

Founding Member and Past President,
Okeechobee Amateur Radio Club

Self-employed State Certified General

A Fresh Voice for Okeechobhee!

POL. ADV. PAID FOR & APPROVED MARK BRANDEL,
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A Simple Path to Success:

g Step 1:
Graduate from OHS

|:| Step 2:

Move forward with
confidence and rise
above life’s challenges

[ ] Steps:
Repeat Step 2
(as needed)

ALISA RODRIGUEZ

= “- SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS

PAID BY LISA RODRIGUEZ, NO PARTY AFFILIATION, FOR SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS

Contractor for 24 Years REP. FOR OKEECHOBEE COUNTY COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT ONE
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Natalie Banmelos Emilny Barnes Chantavia Banl  Buighton Bawman  Matthew Beard, Kanvylee Bell

Jeadan Blackbwin Braeden Blow
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v Memesny of Jonathan Brewer  Katibym Broadrick Brienna Bhrsckman
Qabriel Brewerv

Brenmden Chovistmas  Scottie Dewayne
Clark, J*
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Kevin Jamesen
mckind Clansedl
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“Make It Your Home”

FURNITURE

APPLIANCES & BEDDING




Jovannd Zspineza,  Jesymar Estradas Hailery Farkery

enrrEERe s CONGRATULATIONS
| c020 GRADUATES!
)

OHS

Centennial

Trust in the LORD with all your heart; and lean not on
your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct
your paths
Proverbs 3:5 & 6

Real Estate of Florida

Lasha Boree, Lic. RE Broker
Certified International Property Specialist

101 SW 3rd Avenue | Okeechobee, FL 34974
Office: 863-484-8588
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Karen Qodimer

Cynthwya arnzas  Edward, Gancin, J*. Deandre Taylor Jibsen
Janle -Jackson

Duick Qenzaler

_ Lawrence Insurance Agency .
cmmz ﬁﬂﬂbﬂ\f _ )K[ G )f[- “PRICES YOU CAN AFFORD... SER\\I/\I/CI;S Y0|U (iAN TRUST” Q“hu::éd
Cassof  (H\U)A\L ST e

I?(:_é‘i ="+ Farm & Ranch Em
512 NW Park Street
Okeechobee, FL 34972
Badcock & more e

+ Commercial Liability & Property

+ Contractors Insurance & Bonds -
PROGRESSIVE  (Over 30 Years Contracting Experience) JRAVELERS |

'kilﬂwrl\ Mutual * Workers Comp ‘u:ncuw
HOME FURNITURE Linda Ballinger, Owner 2020 S. Parrott Avenue e across from walmart

www.lawrenceinsuranceagency.com

@

You have overcome and achieved beyond your own expectations.
Go forward with pride and enjoy your new path. I'm so proud of you! 863.946.6200
T tove gow, Py www.GladesElectric.com “Neighbors Working for Neighbors”

A _

Electric Cooperative, Inc.




W iathi Jonzalez

il
Witliam Genzalez  Kyle Anstin Jesman  James Jounghlery
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Clascof "
HW ! 2 IIII 2 l“‘
Wishing you a wonderful graduation day and all the success in the

world! You all certainly deserve it. Congratulations on your important
accomplishment!

Hazellief & Prevatt Realty
863.763.2 104 * Se Habla Espanol

Gi

“We Meet By Accident”

to
y 4 Patrick Lehman,
Seth Hendrix,
(863) 467-1691 Austin Childs
Fax: (863) 467-7674 & the rest of the
2020
www.LehmanAutoBody.com gradu ating class!

Okeechobee, Florida

AG 98 Trailer Sales

Parts and

Service
863.763.3555

455 US-98 | Okeechobee, FL 34972
www.AG98TrailerSales.com

Fax
863.763.3035

Sales
863.763.3033
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TJe/wru'mxg/y Antheniy Jimenez  Yamilet Jimenez Bwyce Johmson

WO 0)/Ps
Jacee Jwmpery Malcslm Keblry
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Markeze Keblry mmm&.,

The Mixon Team of Professionals
©y b . I @ = ’ OKER é f| (’

1306 SW 2nd Ave, Ollosl:hohae, FL34974 |

Offering: |
"] Matterport 3D- Virtual Tours |
'SE HABLA ESPANOL |

aw%m LOMm
mﬁiﬁ’"@

Best wishes for an
= ible future!

Mohawk

__;_?NSTRUCTION INC.

wishes all the 2020 Graduates
Congratulations and best wishes
for a prosperous future

Reach for the stars .
/ 18™ Terrace
623-5274

and achieve your dreams!
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X

ongratulatione!
Clace of 2020

Take Pride 1in how far you have come and have taith in how far you can go.

Cace Durrance

Always remember YOU get to decide the legacy you leave.

/{v?v' ELI'S WESTERN WEAR, INC.

@’ &
ELI'S TRAILER SALES, LLC



Reynalde AMnyssa McConts

MmMartinez, J*.
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Junan Rebolls, ([ Vintasia Rembeat

Awin Reyes
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DAVID
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COUNTY COMMISSIONER
DISTRICT 1
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Sharon Robertson
urt and Comptroller

Lanwaa Sanchez
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f/

Junam Carls

Sanchez -Omten, J%.

Nervma Sancher

CONGRATS BRAHMANS
CLASS OF 2020

We are proud of you!

Since 1975, we have been here for you.
Echols Plumbing & Air Conditioning
was started by Tommy and Brenda
Close (pictured right). Our mission has
always been to be your elite

plumbing, AC, and septic provider.
Echols is always available with 24/7
emergency service through these
challenging times.

Class of 1963
Belle Glade High Shcool

Jerry Coleman oversees our AC
department to ensure each and every
client receives the quality service they
deserve. His nine years of experience,
EPA certification, and outstanding
reputation, make him the perfect
manager.

New Management

Jerry is looking for experienced AC
technicians to join his team. Please
forward your resume to:

office@echolsplumbingandac.com
www.echolsplumbingandac.com

J Air Conditioner Repair
4 AC Maintenance .
J Certified A/C Technicians '

PLUMBING
A EDIB[IHII_I_IE
— 0

Lic: # CFC022585, CAC05373
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CONGRATULATIONS OKEECHOBEE HIGH SCHOOL
CLASS OF 2020!

High-quality, affordable education is as close as IRSC and
your high school diploma guarantees your admission.

« High-tech training for in-demand jobs
and trades careers

« Associate degrees for university transfer

« Bachelor’'s degrees in high-growth
careers

 Flexible scheduling, online and hybrid
class options

« Graduate debt-free—91% of IRSC
students do!

REGISTRATION BEGINS JUNE 29.

(I&Sg INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE
== Dixon Hendry Campus

2229 N.W. 9th Avenue * 863-824-6000 * www.irsc.edu
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: | = - Congratulations
AND. TO, THE ENTIRE BN |Bes ¥ B ROHSGraduates
OHS GRADUATEDEL 5 | [N I | [P 7 ) Classic "

CLAss Ve N - You dld' Itﬁ |

Hmtwnq thelClass 1o¢ 72020} LosiCocos and lyouy Oﬁeecﬁﬂbe@ Community
(Wishlyowiattitheiveny best

_| Sos Crrrs

SERVICE « INTEGRITY » EXPERIENCE 7)
Mexican Seeslauran!  pinenorTo Go:

(863) 763-4010 Fajitas Steak Chicken & Shrimp (863)467-0922
L b T B e S L Tacos - Tostadas - Enchiladas 107 NW 6th Ave
Lic. Real Estate Brokerage Company www.o/—ucévt*?gm,n-m Burritos - Quesadillas - Nachos Okeechobee, FL 34972
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Acott Yates Kelby Yerkes Kelby Yingling

Stndents ot Poctnred

Wendoly Hernander Wilbernt Bubmare Lepez
Lugh Jerhand, Hugh Tatiana Meritus

To our \ the Graduating
Graduate, ||\ Class of 2020

Logan, we are so
proud of you!

Remember, always,

dream big and reach
for the stars! You can

do anything you put
your mind fo, nothing

is impossible! Stand

firm in your beliefs and go after your dreams! Love

and live life to its fullest!

We Love You So Much,
Dad, Mom, Justin and Caysen

Love What’s Real

JMLarson
Larson Dairy Family Tree

~ Chase Joani Nelson Lopez Tuniel
Aenold Edpinoza Komezo  Meza

- Slephanie Ao 5% o N
- Odeplundle  Heander — Veraw
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Republican for State House

To the 100th graduating class
of Okeechobee High School...

The challenges of this year
have prepared you for the ups

and downs that come with

life. You have faced them

with grace and excellence,

which | am confident will be
defining traits of your

generation.

CONGRATS
CLASS OF

2020

YOU DID IT!

Paid by Ned Hancock, Republi:‘:ah, for State Representative, District 55.
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Congratulations to the gradualing
ctaaaquOZO"l/l/earewproudquouall’

Colby,

We are so very proud of you and can’t wait
to see what your future holds! Always try
your hardest and you’ll succeed!

Tuis,
Your future is wide open,
go do amazing things!
We are so very proud

of you.

) - rre S,

’ PROPERTY SERVICES, Inc.

"-—

owned, operated, licensed and insured for over 15 years

Everything you need to succeed is
within you, embrace it! We are so
very proud of you!

Locally

Demolition of Our Tree Services

< Mobile Homes “<Building +<Houses include:
“<Sheds “Y<Barns “L<Pools ¢ Tree removal

2¢ Tree trimming
2¢ Stump grinding
2¢ Stump removal

v< Landscaping ¥ Complete Tree Works s ii—

- < Bol:;:t Services B o qs Daniell today
Land Clearing %< Demolition Clean Up 2¢ Annual tree & ~ . M A
v< Debris Removal & Hauling bush maintenance f OI’}/ gur.free esﬂmate’

e oo \m 9104

Demo License Number OCSL3234 < Mulch

L Decks < Concrete Removal




inadvertantly
left out of the
Graduation
Keepsake
published on
June 17.

Lake

Okeechobee
News

offers a sincere |

apology for
the oversight D“’W/ kia:  fSimone Washington Veyon Washingten  Breok Watford
and wishes 2 —

the graduates

lw/gla/ Villatsrre Adilenne Vints Atemie Viste Jou. Zara Vezzella
-

a prosperous
future.




