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Staff ad octors Bartels and Parramore want to
thank you for your vote! see our ad on page 3.
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Dr. Charles W. Bartels & Dr. Parramore ¢ (863) 763-3937 m
606 N. Parrott Ave, Okeechobee -+ Visit: BigLakeEyeCare.com .\l!l_l!ﬁﬂ
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IBESTOF THE\

Our winners are.:
Gilbert Chevrolet
e Service Department
e New Car Dealer
Gilbert Collision Center

* Auto Body Shop RENE

* Auto Glass Repair:

2= | CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED
CHEVROLET |

i 2019
' Chevrolet

' Traverse LS
STK# A2207B

$31,888

#=05 | CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED
CHEVROLET |

2019
| Buick

STK# AU4795

"1$36,888

FIND NEW ROADS

3550/US Highway 441 South « Okeechobee, FL. 34974 WWMW.GilbertChevrolet.com
(863)763-3154

ENJUAREZ

IBestleAdministrativeJAsstid

Enclave Essence |

Congratulations
0 the 2022

S -
MIXGN
[BeStkBossgWinnery

=07 | CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED
CHEVROLET |

2019
Chevrolet
Trax LT

STK# AU7899

$23,888

2= | CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED
CHEVROLET |

2020
Chevrolet
| Malibu LT

| STK# AU7300

$26,788

Instant Trade Appraisal!
Text SELL (863)/204-1606

CHEVROLET _(;ﬁ

Dealer not responsible for tyographical errors or omissions. Tax, tag, title, anddealer fees extra. All offer expire on date of publication. See dealer for details.




£1 We Offer the
~ Following
.‘ Services:

* Comprehensive
Eye Exams

~ '« Contact Lens
. Fitting
* Variety of
Colored Contacts

Optical Service

e Glaucoma Exams
& Treatment

* Diabetic

; : . Eye Exams
Dr. Charles W. Bartels Dr.Janna Parramore [RECEER

Board Certified Optometric Physician Board Certified Optometric Physician Evaluations

* Foreign Body

(863) 763-3937 Rivigy

We Accept and Bill Most Major Insurance, ;I'realljtmegts
Medicaid, Medicare & BlueCross Blue Shield Healthy Kids orbry tye

| epaime —

606 North Parrott Ave = Okeechobee = 863-763-3937 - Visit : www.biglakeeyecare.com




Welcome to the Best of the Lakel

Advertising
Manager

If there is one thing that I have found
to be true about the hard-working people
throughout the Lake Okeechobee region is
the pride that they take in their work! Lake
Okeechobee News is pleased to salute that
dedication through our Best of the Lake
Award Series.

It started out simple enough. We put a
submission portal online on our regional news
site SouthCentralFloridaLife.com and ran
newspaper ads in Lake Okeechobee News and
Caloosa Belle beginning in December 2021
asking our readers and social media followers
to tell us about their favorite businesses.

That effort resulted in over 1,100 different
businesses and individuals being nominated.
Top nominees then appeared on the final
ballot that was open February 14 through
March 31, 2022 and received over 51,000
interactions! Talk about passionate people!
We were forced to adjust our timeline not
once but twice due to the overwhelming
response from the community!

We heard about customers sharing the
ballot in social media encouraging others
to vote for their favorite small business. We
heard about employees of local businesses
running secret internal campaigns to get

their receptionist or boss recognized. But
our favorite part of the entire promotion
was simply the opportunity to connect
with as many of this year’s nominees as we
possibly could, yet we know we were unable
to connect with all 660+ and look forward to
doing so as we deliver the awards directly to
area businesses in the coming weeks.

Each winner and runner-up will receive a
plaque or certificate and have the opportunity
to utilize the Best of the Lake logo. To arrange
for delivery or pick-up of your awards, please
contact me at jlimoges@iniusa.org or call
(863) 824-5934.

To you, our readers, we thank you for your
enthusiastic support of the businesses in
and around the communities of Okeechobee,
Moore Haven, LaBelle, Clewiston, Belle
Glade, South Bay, Pahokee and Indiantown.
We encourage you to patronize the small
businesses who do more than sell their
products or services.. they donate to
fundraisers, coach little league teams, plan
community events and pay taxes that support
infrastructure.

Our businesses are the backbone of our
communities... and we salute youl!

Best of the Lake is an advertising publication of Lake Okeechobee News.

Okeechobee

V4

News

000

Designed by Tom Maglio & Kris Schwartz  SouthCentralFloridaLife.com ¢ 863-763-3134 < Advertising: jlimoges@iniusa.org
Subscribe: SouthCentralFloridaLife.com/subscribe

‘ ! % ;IBESTR‘TH \
NEIGHBORHOOD'[ \ 1
STORE

Store Hours: N
Sun 6:30am to 8:00pm
Mon to Sat 5:30am to 9:00pm

; : Visit us on Facebook
or at handyfoods.com

- =

Propane

:' Friendly Service
+» Clean Restrooms
‘0
0
XX

Diesel Fuel

2790 Hwy 441 South

Okeechobee, FL 34974

863-467-5066

Save $S on
Fuel with
Rewards To

Go! Points!
Visit Your Local
Store for Details

4 | Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022
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The core values sf Heartland Discount Pharmacy are Caring, Compassion
& Empathy for Ouwr Patients

HEARTLAND DISCOUNT

22 PHARMACY :

HITESH PATEL.'
PHARMACY MAJ

. BEST OF THE
Harry Patel Dev Patel
Pharmacist Pharmacist
A »

Thank you for choosing Heartland Discount Pharmacy
We are personally committed to providing the service and value you deserve.

Thank you for trusting us with your healthcare needs.
— Family of Heartland Discount Pharmacy of Okeechobee
OUR GOAL IS TO MAKE HEALTHCARE MORE AFFORDABLE | PHARMACY THE WAY IT’S SUPPOSED TO BE

Here is how we are different... Best cash price in town

Does your pharmacy accommodate Does your pharmacy have time to FREE same day home delivery
your special needs? find ways to save you money on We help patients not to fall into Medicare coverage gap or donut hole
Does your pharmacy keep your your prescriptions? We match all Competitors’ Generic Prescription Drug Programs

prescriptions up to date with refills Does your pharmacy handle We Accept All Insurances including Medicaid, Medicare, Part D and
and stock status, etc.? SPECIALITY PRESCRIPTIONS and Worker’s Comper_wsatlon_
Does your pharmacy have spare on demand COMPOUNDING? * Flu, Pneumonia, Shingles, all 3 COVID-19 and other

time to discuss your health? vaccines available _
i i . Now providing RX Compounding
We have ways to help Medicare patients not fall into coverage gaps or donut holes Medication Synchronization

Now...it’s time to think about changing your pharmacy! Special Weekly Bubble Packaging

863.763.7633
Tired (0/[' (///ait[/(zg/? 4

i The Fastest, Most Convenient & Friendliest Service in the Area! ‘7“\t'
Other Pharmacies Heartland Discount Pharmacy e
EXTENDED HOURS:
Monday-Friday 8am - 8pm | Saturday 9am - 5pm
407 S. Parrott Ave. | Okeechobee (Next to Arby’s on Hwy. 441)
HeartlandDiscountPharmacy.com
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I"’Re Coun’rry Feed

UIINNEH 1852 NW 9th St » Okeechobee, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
Tractor Supply Co. * Walpole Feed & Supply

T

) 2 g J
zozz . Chris
(lake Bailey
UIINNEH"
RUNNER-UP

Stark’s Equine Solutions Farrier Service

Implemeni DeaIeJ
Y. 2022 .

: Everglades
|” 1 (-3 Equipment Group

l“ INN E }{ Okeechobee, Belle Glade & throughout
Florida

RUNNERS-UP
Kelly Tractor Co. * Matt Miller Tractors

BEST OF

| || (&) Farm Equipment

UIINNEH 820 US Hwy 98 ¢ Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Kelly Tractor Co. * WCE Equipment

BEST OF

(B reed & Supply

UIINNEH-’ 2595 NW 8th St. * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Okeechobee Feed ¢ Rabon’s Country Feed

E|| S Wes’rern
Y Wear

RUNNERS-UP
Rabon’s Country Feed
Walpole Feed & Supply

Tomdermlsi

o 2022+

BESTOF

Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022

. Florida Ga’ror

| /(-3 Trophy

UIINNEH-" 310 NE 6th Ave. » Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Bart McGee ¢ Newt Matson



500 NW 6th St. ¢ Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Higginbotham & Sound, PA ¢ LaBelle CPA

a  Arnold’s i-c‘il,i-f
Rehab Center

Caloosa Humane Society
Veterinarian Clinic

Trail of Hope Animal Rescue

SouthState
Bank

Okeechobee, Clewiston, Belle Glade,
Indiantown

RUNNERS-UP
Bank of Belle Glade ¢ First Bank

[ *2022*

I!.'IL";‘\ OF THE

i \_._.':’ k“

Ba rbel‘;-_-__,,..-.,_.z__l\:al"orlh Lake

g

P

/7 x2022+

( IuL‘fn OF THE

\WINNER

Downtown
Barbers

116 SW 5th Ave ¢ Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Joe’s MVP Barber Shop
The Grooming Spot Barbershop & Beauty

BESTOF THE

ELGY Gilbert Family of
VIITTHY Companies

RUNNERS-UP
Michelle Chandler ¢ Natalie Clegg

RUNNERS-UP
Lee Green * Kathie Papasso

J Barber

64 W Ave A * Belle Glade, FLL

[ *2022*

I!.'IL";‘\ OF THE

RUNNERS-UP
Carlos Muniz - C-los Barbershop
Clarence Young

-

e

*2022*

J.D. Mixon

Iake Gilbert Family of
I Companies

RUNNERS-UP
Judge William L. Hendry
Rebecca & Chase Marcoscci

Best of the Lake 2022 | Lake Okeechobee News 7




RUNNERS-UP

Play2Learn ¢ Stepping Stones Academy

3261 US 441 * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Everglades Federal Credit Union
Suncoast Credit Union

Grace Place of
Okeechobee

RUNNERS-UP
Ascension 33 Dance Studio
The Dance Company

1676-1700 S. Parrot Ave. * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Affordable Dry Cleaning
Feathers’ Dry Cleaning

Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022

Indian River State College
Dixon Hendry Campus

2229 NW 9th Ave. * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Florida SouthWestern State College
Palm Beach State College

1505 FL-78 ¢ Okeechobee, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
Gilbert Chevrolet
Gretchen Roberfson State Farm Insurance Agent

RUNNERS-UP
Deanna Holley * Shewmaker Animal Hospital

gheas TSR

al oIe Feed
& Supply

\mlunﬁﬂ 2595 NW 8th St ¢ Okeechobee, FL

RUNNER-UP
Fast Break, Inc



B S

7/ %2022* \\ ¥
<I BEST I OF THE>
WINNER

Pastor Preston Fields
Pastor St. Hilare

Winner (tie)

RUNNERS-UP
Loy Merschiver ¢ Mike Hanlon

Best of the Lake 2022 | Lake Okeechobee News
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(Iake Sugar

‘mlNNEH 111 Ponce De Leon Ave. ¢ Clewiston, FL

RUNNER-UP
Florida Crystals

ﬂ

Gymnastics-School

@ Crace Place of
(Iake Okeechobee

\mlNNEH 3037 SW 3rd Terrace ¢ Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Okeechobee Xplosion
Sissy’s Athletic Ambitions

*2022*

BEST|OF THE

lake T\,

‘mlNNEH 1008 W. Sagamore Ave * Clewiston, FL

g Pritchards and
[E-17¢-} Associates, Inc

\mlNNEH 1802 S. Parrott Ave ¢ Okeechobee, FLL
RUNNERS-UP
David Diehl Insurance

State Farm Insurance - Gretchen Robertson
Ins Agcy Inc

] O Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022

P

//

"+2022 a  Buxton and Bass
’Iake Okeechobee Funeral
Home & Crematory

\mlNNEH 400 N. Parrott Ave. * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Akin-Davis Funeral Home
Seawinds Funeral Home & Creamtory

, 4
[ *2022*

Bella Rose
-1 &) Day Spa & Salon

‘mlNNEH 311 NE 2nd St » Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Main Street Salon ¢ Salon Safari

Lindsey Hart

e The Beauty Bar SoFlo

RUNNERS-UP
Paul Knode - Salon Safari
Tiffany Whitlock - Bella Rosa
Day Spa & Salon

Gretchen Robertson
State Farm
309 NE 2nd St. * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Erin Drake - John Perry Insurance
Joanne Jordan - State Farm



g Hoskins, Turco,
EY ') Lloyd & Lloyd

mlNNEH 1910 S. Parrot Ave * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Jeffrey A. Fadley, PA ¢ Mcgahee & Perez Pl

A~ Howa rd E Hill
[E17C-} Foundation Inc.

\mlNNEH 1324 S Main St. » Belle Glade, FL
\ RUNNERS-UP

Disabled American Veterans
Her Movement Inc. with Labrena Coleman

Local Radio

g Billy Dean -
|ake WOKC Okeechobee

\WINNER

RUNNER-UP
Taylor Marie English -
WOKC Okeechobee

/ *Zozz.w qu's CombCﬂ'
[Y7C2) Kickboxing

\“IlNNEH 415 SW Park Street ¢ Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Alcazar Academy Tae Kwon Do
Boxfit Okeechobee

Lo__hNon Proﬂfbijm

Organlzahon North Lake
// £ zozz-“..""‘" O ur

(Ik -3 Village

mlNNEH 3355 SE 2nd Terrace * Okeechobee, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
Arnold’s W|Id||fe Rehab Center ® Martha’s House

*2022*

BESTOF THE

B I Hazellief
\WINNER

RUNNERS-UP
Michaoel Swindle ¢ Sheriff Whidden

Local Radio DJ -
Souih Lake

Nicole Reid -
WAFC Clewiston
Keisha Web

y »zozz-

I!.'IL";‘\ OF THE
N

RUNNER-UP
Farm Credit of Florida

Best of the Lake 2022 | Lake Okeechobee News ] ]



(Iake Spa & Salon

mlNNEH 311 NE 2nd St. « Okeechobee, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
Pro Nails ® Salon Safari

a Brandi Watford
-1 7¢=)) Photography LLC

RUNNERS-UP

Janelle (Folk) Photography LLC
Morgan Decker - xo.mo.foto

Nikki Lawrence Photo

Tede dre
Y Daycare & Pre-School

604 SW 5th St. « Okeechobee, FL

RUNNER-UP
Covenant Academy Preschool

] 2 Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022

memw‘ ul

Musigllnstructor:

RUNNERS-UP
Mr. B’s Music Lessons
Okeechobee Music Inc.

| Y Pet Parlor

RUNNERS-UP
Fur-Tastic Pet Grooming by Mary Royal
Zoomiez LLC - Pet Salon

RUNNERS-UP
First United Methodist Church
Okeechobee PresbyTerlcm Church

( Iake Preschool

\
\‘-w l N N E H 1002 Louisiana Ave. ¢ Clewiston, FL



B S

/* 2022:\\\
lake
“lwﬂ Jessica

Conroy

RUNNERS-UP
Carly Berner

Donna Dennison
John Sufficool
Josh VanWormer
Nicole Korpi

Best of the Lake 2022 | Lake Okeechobee News ] 3



Glades Day
School

RUNNER-UP
Clewiston Christian School

=

RUNNERS-UP RUNNERS-UP
Brandon Tucker © Mixon Real Estate Darius Cochran ¢ Luan Walker

Thank you
for voting us

BEST
PRIVATE
SCHOOL -
NORTH LAKE!

g?ww% L/oyg%%/ wilhs, fgﬂw

Serving children and their families since 1983

750 NW 23rd Lane | Okeechobee, FL

/(1011 E Oak St , 27995 I-IWY27 3
863.494.6088", ' 863.439.6655

WWW.ELISWESTERNWEAR.COM

863.763.7566
peacelutheranschool-okeechobee.org

14 | Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022



*2022*

BESTOF THE

VG Group

[ﬂmﬂﬁﬂ 1306 SW 2nd Ave. * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Anderson Realty Co. ° The Tucker Group, LLC

*2022*

-2022- [gelelle
VD Tanning

RUNNERS-UP
Glow Beauty Bar * Southern Glow

_— Southern Heritage
' Real Estate &

Iake Investments
mIHNEH 180 Bridge St. « LaBelle, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Sugar Realty * Weatherford Realty Group

Tattoo Parlor

#2022+ | Muck City hTa’roos
EL G & Piercings

m INNER 909 8. Parrott Ave,, Ste 8-I' « Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Hungry Eye Tattoo Co. * Rabin Raccoon Tattoo

A ;

Ay

s b S‘Mﬂ Flog,
= —~Jog,

M The Mixon Team of Professionals

Back row left fo right: Irene Hazy-Walters, Patrick Malone, Erica Harvey, Wayne Williams, Paula Fra
Front row left fo right: Jacalyn Sutton, Lori Mixon, Melody Hodges, Cindy Brandel

inners and Finalists!

bt £

863.763.6000
EJ Matterport”
3D- Virtual Tours

, Amy Moyer, Lairen & Jimmy De La Luz, Natalie Hubbard

.‘

- " J'_
Best of the Lake 2022 | Lake Okeechobee News | 15



RUNNERS-UP
LaBelle CPA ¢ McCallum & Swindle, LLC

R O eechobee |
723 Veterinary Hospital

2949 FL-70 West ¢ Okeechobee, FL
RUNNERS-UP

Northlake Veterinary Hospital

Animal Emergency & Referral Center (Dr. Lyman)

Dr Jim Horvey, D.V.M.

- Okeechobee Veterinary
Hospital

RUNNERS-UP
Dr. Jay Stinson, D.V.M. - Northlake
Veterinary Hospital

Dr. Laurie Cook, D.V.M - Cowtown Animal Hospital

FE Animal Hospital
UL 1095 N Bridge st. « LaBelle, FL

ceLesRATNC

vw=*JM LARSON, INC.
LARSON DAIRY, INC.

We are proud to announce our partnership
with Brightmark Energy to become

“CARBON NEUTRAL”

Producers of Quality Milk for Floridians!

L4 )

Producing Food
sustainably for

FUTURE
GENERATIONS

Thank you Okeechobee County
for supporting agriculture!!

Okeechobee

Outlet Store

FINH “5] A kitchen
L= and more store

A mixture of wholesale, retail
and liquidated merchandise

V) +2022« \\

I BESTR THE‘.

Specializing in housewares &
home décor at great prices

*****************
Thank you for
your service!
We appreciate
all you do!
i 10% Military, Law
" “Enforcement & First
Responder Discount

%k % %k %k %k Kk ok k ok ok ok ok k

Located at Trading Post Flea Market ¢ Air Conditioned Office Building
3100 US 441 S, Okeechobee * Open Saturday & Sunday 8:00am-3pm

16 | Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022




RUNNERS-UP
China Taste Buffet
King House Chinese Restaurant

RUNNERS-UP
Brahma Bull * Brenda’s Place

lakeé Sweetery

HITTTTTTE L 108 SW Park St. « Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Jamrock Bakery ¢ Short Cakes

RUNNER-UP
Sunshine BBQ and Cafe

Quik-Change

O1l & Lube Service Center

DRIVE IN « NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED
We Service Motor Homes

Transmission Flushes &
Differential changes available

Most Major Brands

Of Oil Available

Diesel air & Fuel Filters \
Motor Vehicle repair #MV2106 l“l N“EH

Family owned and operated since 1987

@_ CaStm l Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 - 5:30

Saturday 8:00 - 12 noon
708 N. Parrott Avenue 863-467-5599

V., (0]
I BES"I’OF TH
| II | |

/;\/&\
HIGHLAND

PEST CONTROL, INC.

Residential . Commercial

We provide quality service for all of your pest control needs!

804 SW 2nd Ave. Family Owned and
Okeechobee, FL 34974 Law?gg::;;gmals
863'467'6707 Ants ¢ Fleas ¢ Rodents

* Termites Animal Trapping
* Pretreats

www.highlandpest.com

Best of the Lake 2022 | Lake Okeechobee News | 17
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¥2022%

<Ik -} BBQ

g Good iri’rs

<| 51 () Lounge
UIIHNEH 245 US-441 » Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Scotty’s Tiki Bar ® Shenanigans

Senting, qm.w&;urfgﬁz
FREE ESTIMATES!

- FENCE REPAIR
- FENCE INSTALLATION

7
/
/ \
IBESTDF THE) )
\
|
|

Winngs

- VINYL

- CHAIN LINK

- GATES

- PRIVACY

- COMMERCIAL
- ALUMINUM

- Fully Licensed & Insured -
Servicing the Treasure Coast and Lake Okeechobhee

1-800-282-5172
www.adronfence.com
18 | Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022

[ﬂl“NEH 480 W Hickpochee Ave. * LaBelle, FL

a0y Kahootz
<| 'C-3 Draft House

llIINNEH 702 NW Park St. * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Beef ‘O’ Brady’s ¢ Scotty’s Tiki Bar

RUNNERS-UP
Lakeside Grill ¢ Landing Strip Cafe

@ YAMAHA

Your
#1 Source
for Boat Repair!

*2022+

Iake 2435 Hwy 441 SE
Okeechobee, FL 34974
www.camsmobilemarine.com



RUNNERS-UP
Forrey Grill  Lakeside Grill

S Okeechobee
-Y Livestock Market

RUNNERS-UP
Lakeside Girill
McDonald’s/Nisbet Enterprises

Voted

= )
IBEQPﬁT | ) Seafood Restaurant

/ BEST
HHNNEH

Comfort Food
Date night restaurant e Dessert

Finalist for:
Dining in Okeechobee County Family Restaurant
Fish ¢ Gator Tail e Key Lime Pie ¢ Sports Bar

Check our
Facebook Page
for All Specials!

’QISHHSH&ODD‘OOQ
Restaurant & Bar
301 N. Parrott Ave. | 863-357-0722

Mon - Sat: 11:00am - Midnight | Sun: 11:00am - 10:00pm

RUNNERS-UP
China Buffet * China Taste Buffet

RUNNERS-UP
Nutmegs Cafe * Scotty’s Tiki Bar

UNITED METHODIST

#)) CHURCH

CLEWISTON, FLORIDA

ChurchontheCouch.org

77 Years of Following Jesus and
Making Jesus Known!

Best of the Lake 2022 | Lake Okeechobee News | 19



RUNNERS-UP

Flavors 27 Restaurant & Bar
Hole in the Wall

. Screnity
EY () Coffee Shop

ml“NEH 601 SW Park St. « Okeechobee, FL.

(

RUNNERS-UP
Dunkin” Donuts ® Nutmegs Cafe

204 NE 7th Ave. * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Banyan Tree Restaurant
Crumbs Country Grill

Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022

RUNNER-UP
441 BBQ & Grill and Ccferlng

Parrott
Island

1001 S. Parrott Ave. * Okeechobee, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
Beef ‘O’ Brady's
Shanty Lounge - KOA Resort

RUNNERS-UP
Crumbs Country Grill *

Dixie Fried Chicken

Iake Viejo

T 3415 US-441 = Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Scotty’s Tiki Bar ¢ Tin Fish Restaurant



Swee’ryT' ‘

211 SW Park St. ¢ Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Jersey Mike’s Subs ¢ Nufmegs Cafe

RUNNERS-UP
Nutmegs Cafe ¢ Tin Fish Restaurant

Aruba S
¢} Bar and Grill

1073 Old Lakeport Rd NW
Moore Haven, FLL

RUNNERS-UP
Faimus Wings ® Papa John's Pizza

RUNNERS-UP
Crumbs Counfry Grill » Ortona Tavern

RUNNERS-UP
RUNNERS—UP . Guatemex Restaurant
Forrey Grill » Sal-Cal Pizza The Outpost Bar and Grille

S Pa rro’r’r
- Island

1001 S. Parrott Ave. * Okeechobee, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
Lightsey Fish Co & Seafood
Tin Fish Restaurant

EY ) Caffish & More
‘ml““ﬁ“ 149 S. Lake Ave. ¢ Pahokee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Coffees Carmen ¢ Pahokee O’s Shaved Ice

.
/

*
< BEST {e]

Best of the Lake 2022 | Lake Okeechobee News




RUNNERS-UP
Jalepeno’s

Log Cabin BBQ

RUNNERS-UP
Forrey Grill

. McDonald’s/
Nisbet Enterprises

* Lightsey Fish Co & Seafood

Coming Soon!

New

Construction 3 Models

to choose
from

Sugar Realty,

626 West Sugarland Hwy, Clewiston, FL 33440

“The Sweetest Deal in Town”

Hours of Operation:
Monday- Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday by appointment only

Luan Walker , CRB

Lic. Real Estate Broker/Owner
Luan@sugarrealty.com

(863) 983-2933

www.SugarRealty.com

1

22 | Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022

Restaura nte

RUNNERS-UP
The Quart House

* Tin Fish Restaurant

[TITIa;7 7841 FL78 » Okeechobee, FLL

RUNNERS-UP
Lightsey Fish Co & Seafood
Tin Fish Restaurant

YOuR SMILE

‘SAYS IT ALL

We've been creating
beautiful smiles in
Okeechobee for over
35 years. Isn't it time
to see' what we can do
foryou?

Eamily,Orthodontics

Making a difference one smile at a time

2025 Hwy 441 North
863.467.2332




Lake Okeechobee News presents. ..

Best of the Lake

Rathleern. Popasso Memorial
Aplistic Jowney” Award

Vil

iﬁqueﬁd.
Yanez LLC

310 US-98 ¢ Okeechobee, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
Blitzkrieg BBQ & Girill
Blue Moon BBQ

*2022 *

I!.IL‘;‘\ OF THE

lllmuﬁ

P

/"/ >
[/ +2022+

( IuL‘fn OF THE

\WINNER

D|X|e
Fried Chicken

133 Dr M.L.K. Jr Blvd W e Belle Glade, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
Banyan Tree ® The Quart House

\WINNER

( IuL‘fn OF THE

\WINNER

Kathleen Mary Papasso owned and operated Big
Lake Hobbies, Fine Art by Papasso, and Park Street
Gallery in Okeechobee. She and her husband Joe
relocated to Okeechobee in 2004 and she worked as a
nurse, retiring in 2014.

Throughout her time in Okeechobee, she worked
to promote fellow artists and was involved in many
area civic and non-profit organizations including the
Okeechobee Kiwanis, Trail of Hope and served as
Director at Large for the Arts for the Okeechobee Art
Alliance. Kathie passed away in November 2021.

Kathie was a self-taught artist who was passionate
about sharing her knowledge and techniques with
others who wanted to learn. Her work was on display
throughout the region including Park Street Gallery,
The Brown Cow and the Okeechobee Art & Cultural
Alliance in Okeechobee, the Backus Gallery in Ft.
Pierce, and the Dolly Hand Performing Arts Center in
Palm Beach County.

A Kids for Art Fund has been set up in her memory
and proceeds from sales of her art will go into a Kids
Art Program. At the Top of the Lake Art Fest, this
fund gives all students who participated in the event
art supplies to help them continue their growth in the
Arts. “Papasso Art for Kids” will support art programs
for kids through the Arts & Culture Alliance.

We humbly honor Kathie Papasso’s memory with the
founding of the Kathleen Papasso Memorial “Artistic
Journey Award” to be given out annually as part of our
Best of the Lake series to honor individuals, businesses
and organizations who enrich the community through
artistic means.
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912 NE Park St. ¢ Okeechobee, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
Beef ‘O’ Brady's
McDonald’s/Nisbet Enterprises

Ay

Parro’r’r
Island

1001 S. Parrott Ave. * Okeechobee, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
La Mariposa Mexican Restaurant
Pahokee O’s Shaved Ice
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Suﬁon MI”(/
Milking R

RUNNERS-UP
Dairy Queen Grill & Chill
Pahokee O’s Shaved Ice

s

Parrott
Island

1001 S. Parrott Ave. ¢ Okeechobee, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
La Mariposa Mexican Restaurant
Shanty Lounge - KOA Resort

Parrott
Island

RUNNERS-UP

Publix Okeechobee
Tin Fish Restaurant

Mexmcm Restaurqnt

Los Cocos

Mexican Restaurant
107 NW 6th Ave. * Okeechobee, FL
RUNNERS-UP

Jalapenos
La Mariposa Mexican Restaurant

Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022

Gator!Tailk -~
. Okeechobee

(lake Fish Co
uIIHNEH 7841 FL-78 * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNER-UP
Lunker’s Sports Grill ¢ Tin Fish Restaurant

RUNNERS-UP
Sal-Cal Pizza

Pizza Heaven °

|ak'e & Spirits

ml“NEH 601 NE Park St. « Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
A 2 Z Liquors Sugorlond Liquor

Mable S Place
Southern Cooking

204 NE 7th Ave. * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Big Kahuna's Sushi Bar
Mi Familia Mexican Restaurant
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; Aruba S Bar
B ¢ & Grill

UIIHNE 1073 Old Lakeport Rd NW
' Moore Haven, FLL

(

2022+

BESTOF THE

lakeé Heaven

RUNNERS-UP
Joey’s Supreme Pizza & Subs Il * Sal-Cal Pizza

980 Henscratch Rd.  Lake Placid, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
Sons and Daughters Farm and Winery
Summer Crush Vineyard & Winery

Ouidbor Dmmg ﬂ‘
LaBelle il
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lakeé Feshval

b

Isla nd
1001 S. Parrott Ave. ¢ Okeechobee, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
Good Spirits Lounge
Lightsey Fish Co & Seafood

Regional:Brewery

g Sailfish

(Iake Brewing Co.
ml“NEH 130 N 2nd St * Fort Pierce, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Islamorada Brewery & Distillery
LaBelle Brewing Company

Tin Fish
Restaurant

301 N Parrott Ave.  Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Lightsey Fish Co & Seafood
Okeechobee Fish Co * Parrott Island
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" Iebee S
Bar & Grill

RUNNERS-UP
Beef ‘O’ Brady's

e Los Cocos

BEST|OF THE

107 NW 6th St. * Okeechobee FL

RUNNERS-UP
Haven Fresh
Mi Familia Mexican Restaurant

2022+

: Kahoo’rz
Y (=) Draft House

mIHNEH 702 NW Park St. ¢ Okeechobee, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
Faimus Wings ¢ Zippy's

MUCK CITY TATTOOS

P Tattoos & Piercings

) THANK YOU FOR VOTING US
#1 IN OKEECHOBEE!

7 2022

/ BEST[JOF THE
| | {

Winngs’

COME ON IN! APPOINTMENTS 24/7
909 PARROTT AVENUE e OKEECHOBEE, FL 34974, UNITED STATES

Open 7 days a week ® muckcitytattoos.com
26 | Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022

1210 Highway 70 East * Okeechobee, FL

Kahootz Draft House ¢ Tin Fish Restaurant

Y 7(-) Mexican Restaurant

¥2022%

BEST[OF THE

Y (=) Restaurant

RUNNERS-UP
Kahootz Draft House ® The Gator Shack

Take-OutiFood
Zippy's

301 SW Park St.  Okeechobee, FL

¥2022%

IL'II;‘;‘Y OF THE

WINNER

RUNNERS-UP
Blitzkrieg BBQ & Grill
Haven Fresh

ww.snlamlcnm WINNER

laBeIIe Fl 33935

IllmNen

Nisbet Enterprises, Inc.

Indiantown ¢ Belle Glade * Clewiston
LaBelle ¢ Ft. Myers « Lake Placid
Arcadia « Okeechobee



Proudly serving the residents of Hendry, Glades, and
Western Palm Beach Counties for over 70 years'

p

BEST OF THE

lllwnf

HENDRY HEGIUNA[
MEDIGAL CENTER

“Where It"8 All About Getting Better™
hrmc.us | 863-902-3000
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the establishment of the “M ”aé)quafz 74 W/ d

for Outstanding Contribution to the Dairy Industry in recognition
of environmental sustainability dedication and accomplishments

E

Left to right: Travis Larson, Woody Larson, Louis “Red” Larson, John Larson, and Jacob Larson
Photos are courtesy of Florida Dairy Farmers

Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022

Red with his sons Woody
and John

By Jaime Limoges
Advertising Manager | Events Coordinator, Lake Okeechobee News

The University of Florida called him a pioneer of the Florida dairy industry and a
statewide and national leader.

Florida Dairy Farmers called him a true leader, gentleman, and “the dean of dairymen.”

The Florida Cattlemen’s Association Vice President called attention to his hard work,
entrepreneurial spirit, business ability and willingness to embrace modern science and
cutting-edge management practices.

He served on USDA Advisory committees under multiple administrations and the
Florida Agricultural Hall of Fame credits him in developing milk marketing methods that
benefitted both the dairy industry and the consumer.

Louis E. Larson received much recognition on a national and state-wide level, but
around here, many just called him Red.

While still in school, Mr. Larson invested savings from his newspaper route to purchase
one $60 cow. Three years later, before he had even graduated from high school, he owned
six cows, rented eight more and had 21 calves.

The military put his dairy plans on hold. Faced with near certainty of being drafted
and his interest in the Air Corps, he began the testing and training to become a soldier
first, and a pilot second. His training ground was often the Gulf of Mexico. He was ready
to go to Africa and then England after the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.

Given the choice to stay in or go home, Red was soon back in Florida. He used the GI
Bill to go to college. In 1947, Red married his wife Reda, whom he referred to as his first
and best business partner. They had four children: Woody, Barbara, Kathy and John.

He would cultivate dairy operations in Dade and Palm Beach County before selling out
and moving to Okeechobee County in 1972.

Building a successful dairy operation in the heartland of Florida is just the start of
the contributions he made to the industry. An advocate of cooperative marketing, he
believed the dairy farmers as well as the consumers benefitted from a steady supply
of milk and milk products. Anyone who has ever said “Got Milk?” knows the power of
cooperative marketing practices.

The innovation wheels didn’t stop with marketing slogans and executive committees.
Red Larson was the patriarch of a dairy family carrying the tradition forward until his
death at age 96 in 2020. He lived to see the family’s dairies enter into a project with
Brightmark to convert 230,000 tons of manure from 9,900 cows into renewable natural
gas that will enter into the local interstate gas pipeline system. Many of our own area
businesses rely on natural gas for cooking, steam production, water heating, power
generation and more. This will allow Larson Dairy to do their part to preserve Florida’s
air quality, address climate change and GHG emissions, important work that continues a
tradition of honoring Red’s advice to “do the right thing.”

Woody, John, Travis and Jacob Larson are no strangers to a commitment to
environmental stewardship executing best practices to reduce nutrient runoff and
recycle just as Red taught them to do for decades. And while being a good environmental
steward can be costly to many types of industries, the Larson family’s partnership with
Brightmark also offers business sustainability.

In a recent interview with the Dairy Business News Team, Jacob Larson said, “We'’re
excited about the partnership and we're excited about the next generation being able to
continue to farm.”

At Lake Okeechobee News, we think this is exciting too and an investment in the
Okeechobee region and our communities. We honor the memory of Red Larson with
the establishment of the Red Larson Award for Outstanding Contribution to the Dairy
Industry in recognition of environmental sustainability dedication and accomplishments
and are proud to present the inaugural award to Larson Family Dairy. We invite Larson
Dairy and you, our readers in honoring area dairy farmers as part of our Best of the Lake
Awards each year by nominating deserving individuals, companies or organizations to
receive the Red Larson Award.

Best of the Lake 2022 | Lake Okeechobee News
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HENDRY REGIONAL
/ ey MEDIEALGENTEH

eI1"s All About Getting Betier”

SouthCentralFlorldal ll e.com

Anderson Realty * Big Lake Eye Care * Family Dentistry * Gilbert Chevrolet
Grand Oaks Okeechobee * Heartland Pharmacy * Okeechobee Family Practice
Okeechobee KOA Resort * Visiting Nurse Association of Florida




THANK YOII 10 OUR CUSTOMERS FOR

e b

O\IER <14; YEARS OF CONTINUED'SUPPORT!

I/zolzé\ 4

2008 FORD F-150
A/C, 5 SPEED, 6 CYL, 98,561 MILES, CLEAN TRUCK

2008 BMW 328XI 2014 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY
DRIVE IN STYLE AUTO, A/C, 60495 MILES 6 CYL, TV, STOW & GO SEATING, 7 PASS, LOADED

LAKE MOTORS:

Pre-Owned Vehicles

i, i H (L
(Dkeléglﬁgbee %% Best Prices in the Lake Area!
Pls Tees, Teg) enc Dealler Fees

147 Hwy 441 SE ¢ Okeechobee * 863-467-5243
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RUNNERS-UP

Aaction Power Equipment LLC
Okeechobee Outdoors, LLC

JoIIy Roger
Marina

*2022*

RUNNERS-UP
Mickey’s Bait & Tackle
Miller’s Bait & Tockle

North La ke
(” 2022 Speckled Perch

Y (=) Festival
\WINNER

RUNNERS-UP
Adam Bryant Minimal Regatta
Okeechobee County Fair

Flshlng Gmde.ﬁ-.__'__;_;_

| = =

Brad
Gibson

RUNNERS-UP
Fishing Lake Okeechobee
with Tom Mann, Jr - Clewiston
Tim Loftis Fishing Guide Services

3 2 Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022
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RUNNERS-UP
Gerrard’s Tackle Shop & Guide Service
Okeechobee Fishing Headquarters

ﬂ Quall Creek
E1 () Sporting Ranch

LT 12399 NE 224¢h St. » Okeechobee, FL

*2022*

RUNNERS-UP
Clewiston Museum ¢ Mudge Ranch

/ tzozz-..""' BIGCk GOId
-y "C3)) Jubilee

RUNNERS-UP

Chalo Nitka Festival & Rodeo
Smoke Under the Oaks Ribfest LaBelle
Swamp Cobboge Festival

Fas’r. Break
-y Inc.

*2022*

1505 FL-78 ¢ Okeechobee, FL.

‘ullNNEH
RUNNERS-UP

Okeechobee Fishing Headquarters
Roland Martin Marina & Resort




EM  Thank you for voting us
rESTRT"E BEST GOLF COURSE
¢ BEST RV PARK

KOA

Welcomes the Community
GOLE POOL, AND SHANTY MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

The Palms Golf Course  The Shanty Lounge

9-Hole Executive Course Weekend Entertainment
Driving Range Daily Drink Specials
Practice Green Finalist for Best Cocktail

& Happy Hour




Brya n’r
I-17¢-3 Minimal Regatta

RUNNERS-UP
Boots & Pearls

Purse Raffle - Hendry Regional Medical
Center Foundation WISH

Harﬁpn I;m
/ Okeechobee -
( Iake Lake Okeechobee

u"NNEH 1200 FL-70 East * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Seminole Inn * The Rivers Edge Motel

'/‘. - -
/. *2022+

1akeé Sporhng Ranch
mmNEH 12399 NE 224th St. * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Little Lake Lodge
Seminole Prairie Safaris

Local"Attraction'

RUNNERS-UP
Gatorama
Market on Bond, Farmers Market - Clewiston

34 Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022

Golf Cou

Oke&:obee
KOA Resort

\
\ul INNER 4276 US-441 » Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Clewiston Golf Course
Indianwood Golf & Country Club

&
. A

Hunhng GU|d

RUNNER-UP
River Oak Outfitters

A Veterans
-3 Memorial Park

RUNNERS-UP
Clif Betts Jr. Lakeside
Recreation Area & Pier
Okeechobee Battlefield Historic State Park

7 201
Iakeé Gun Club

9449 48th St. NE » Okeechobee, FL
l“lNNEH RUNNERS-UP
FSCA Honeybelles
South Florida Shooting Club




Clewiston
-3 Museum

109 Central Ave * Clewiston, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum
Lawrence E. Will Museum

Gatorama
10665 US-27
Palmdale, FL.
RUNNERS-UP

St. Augustine
Sanibel Island

/7 x2022+

I!.'IL'S\ OF THE
\

Wes’rga’re River Ranch
Resort & Rodeo

3200 River Ranch Blvd ¢ River Ranch, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
Downtown LaBelle Historic District
Ok Corral Gun Club

*2022*

BESTOF THE

(Y /(=3 Music Festival
\WINNER

RUNNERS-UP
Chalo Nitka Festival & Rodeo
Speckled Perch Festival & Rodeo

RUNNERS-UP
Barron Park ¢ Torry Island

Place fo_r a.quiet siroll._

.____...__..-,,....:.:-

M ergmsm s

Kissimmee Prcnrle

Preserve State Park
33104 NW 192nd Ave. * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Herbert Hoover Dike
Highlands Hammock State Park

Billie Swa mp
Safari
30000 Gator Tail Trail » Clewiston, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Darrell Enfinger Sports Complex
Gatorama

American

*2022-

| -{72)) Legion
mmNEH 501 SE 2nd St » Okeechobee, FL,

RUNNERS-UP
Fraternal Order of Eagles
VFW Post 4423

Best of the Lake 2022 | Lake Okeechobee News 3 5




Gatorama

10665 US-27 « Palmdale, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Darrell Enfinger Sports Complex
Okeechobee County Fair

Okeechobee Co.
Cattlemen’s Assc.
Arena

1885 US-441 » Okeechobee, FL.

*2022*

I'.'Il;‘;“' OF THE

RUNNERS-UP

Chalo Nitka * Okeechobee Agri-Civic Center

WWQM% Cpcellence;

Commercial | Residential | Industrial | Agricultural

construction company

Penrod Construction Company
takes pride in providing outstanding service to our clients.

We pledge to provide you with the best construction at the
best value, without compromising quality.

863.634.0546

PenrodConstructionCompany.com
210 NE 3rd Ave. . Okeechobee . cGC1516178

36 | Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022

Eaglet'Bay )
Airboat Rides

RUNNERS-UP
Gatorama ® Roland Martin Marina & Resort

Clif Betts Jr.
=Y 728 Recreation Area
E“ake & Pier

I“NEH RUNNERS-UP

Kissimmee Prairie Preserve State Park
Pahokee Marina and Campground

*2022*

Thank you, Okeechobee /2022
forvotingus | JAK@ |
#1 Taxzdermzst' lllINNEH

Boots * Belts * Knife holders » Wallets, Money Cllps
& Checkbook Covers * Sandals *+ Handbags & Totes

Service and Workmanship you expect from quality craftsmen.
Fresh Florida Alligator Meat Sold Here! )
Visit soon and see... Our work speaks for itself!

310 NE 6™ Ave in Okeechobee * 863.763.3688
Call Florida Trophy Gators today!



P Okecobee
{7(-) KOA Resort

¥ 4276 US-441 » Okeechobee, FL
RUNNERS-UP

The Glades RV Park and Marina
Whisper Creek

¥ 1934 Center St. * Okeechobee, FL.

RUNNERS-UP

Okeechobee Shooting Sports
The Gun Shop

AT THE HE

Kobie - the most trusted name in this business since 1949

*2022*

| InESToFTHE

AWiNNERS

9449 48th St NE ¢ Okeechobee, FLL

RUNNERS-UP
Center Mass Gun Range
Okeechobee Shooting Sports

First Banl-i

100 Years, Many Locations, One Community.

0 (v
N\ FlrstWBan ,

Since 1922

~100&

YEARS
Thank ysu
for your suppart!

0 2022

]ake?

MEMBER F.D.I.C.

WINNER
866-319-4093 - first1bank.com
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MEMBERF.D.I.C. Since 1922



AssistedLiving/s kllled
Uk sﬁFacnlﬂy =

P Tie
23 Grand Oaksof Okeechobee
ake___ Okeechobee Health Care

RUNNER-UP
Clewiston Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

RUNNERS-UP
Cardiology Partners © Peter Norton, MD

g, -k‘—

-3 Dentistry
H 202 NE 3rd St. ¢ Okeechobee, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
Dr. Darryl E. Damon, DMD
Tenniswood Dental Associates

RUNNERS-UP
Advanced Spine & Joint Medical Center
Simpson Chiropractic

a Water's Edge
(-3 Okeechobee

Clewiston, Okeechobee, Belle Glade and

llImN[-:H-‘ more
RUNNERS-UP

Blue Ocean Dermatology
Jeffrey Martin, Millennium Physicians Group

RUNNERS-UP
Brennan Eye Care
Family Eye Care

80 SE 31st Ln. * Okeechobee, FL
UIINNEH-" 1713 US-441 Ste E » Okeechobee, FL, ..

RUNNERS-UP
Dr M. Chaudhary MD
Dr. Christopher Mavroides, MD

3 8 Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022

RUNNERS-UP
FBC Fitness Center
Premia Fitness - Clewiston, LaBelle,

Okeechobee




Souh Coas’r Ear,
(-3 Nose & Throat

/ 1916 US-441 » Okeechobee, FL,
l“lNNEH RUNNERS-UP
Audibel Hearing Care Centers
Dr. Livingston, Hendry Regional Medical Center

RUNNERS-UP

Big O Flea Market * Publix

b Visiting Nurse

Raulerson
Assocmhon of FL ¢

-3 Hospl’ral

RUNNERS-UP
All About You Caregivers
NHC Home Healthcare

RUNNERS-UP
Hendry Regional Medical Center
Lehigh Regional Medical Center

a Heartland
Discount Pharmacy
407 S. Parrott Ave. * Okeechobee, FLL ;
RUNNERS-UP RUNNERS-UP
K&M Drugs Clewiston & LaBelle Bella Rose Day Spa & Salon

Okeechobee Discount Drugs The Purple Orchid

Wem mer Famll
(-3 Orthodontics

' l“lNNEH 2025 Hwy 441 North ¢ Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Glades Orthodontics
Vakani Orthodontics

Best of the Lake 2022 | Lake Okeechobee News

al(e Garciq, MD

: l“lNNEH 306 NE 19th Dr. * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Dr. Lisa Hendricks MD
Premier Associates for the Healthcare of Women




Everglades
Pedia’rric Den’ris’rry

RUNNERS-UP

Glades Dental
Tenniswood Dental Associates

A Big Lake Foot and
{"¢Y Ankle Specialis’r

RUNNERS-UP
Florida Foot Specialist
South Florida Foot & Ankle Centers

Thank youechobee,
for voting us

Best Place to Worship!

.*} % Christ "
‘a ‘~. Fellowship

CHURCH
701 S Parrott Ave Okeechobee, FL 34974
christfellowship.church/locations/okeechobee

863-462-4677

hello@christfellowship.church

40 | Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022

Physmc:IlTherqpy

A New American
(|a|(e Physical Therapy

UIINNEH 1204 N. Parrott Ave. * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Advanced Spine & Joint Medical Center
Hendry Regional Medical Center Physical Therapy

Hendry Regional

P8 Convenient Care
Center

UIINNEH 450 S. Main St. Suite 1 ¢ LaBelle, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
MD Plus ¢ Okeechobee Urgent Care

«zozz

BEST




W /o e’r
BT ond Tile Cleanmg

RUNNER-UP

Globol Cleaning & Restoration

Schoomqker
-3 Electric LLC

\mlNNEH 605 NW 2nd St » Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP RUNNERS-UP
Close Power Inc Clay Agricultural Fencing, LLC
Curren Electric Co Speoolfy Fence & Gate

Q‘b&to BII’(Z_,

BAR

Taylor Creek
Okeechobee FL.

i IBESTOF THE) |
!

THOME & DECOR -

OF OKEECHOBEE, INC.
1852 NW 9th Street Okeechobee, FL

863-763-3447
From Your Farm, to Your Family Pet -
We Have it All!

Thanks for voting us the

. | BEST BAR
“ij EH in Okeechobee - Hay
LD == - Molasses
4870 US-441 SE, Okeechobee Fl1 34974 - Fencing & Ranch Supplies

863-623-5881 - Pet Food & Supplies

W WE IJELIVERI W
f facebook.com/backtobutchs/ _ ElY d
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H " 818 S Parrott Ave. » Okeechobee, FL,
RUNNERS-UP

MCM Paint & Hardware
Proline Surfaces LLC

RUNNERS-UP
JD Thornton Nurseries
Tapia Nursery

A Nunez Air
A Conditioning &

¥ Refrigeration

208 SW 7th Ave. * Okeechobee, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
Miller’s Central Air, Inc.

RUNNERS-UP
BTC Builders, Inc. ® Close Construction LLC

Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022

J 707 SW Park St. « Okeechobee, FLL

RUNNERS-UP
Badcock Home Furniture & More
Royal’s Furniture

1677 SW 8th St Okeechobee, FLL

RUNNERS-UP
Saul Tijerina Shutters and Gutters
Tri-County Seamless Gutters * WW Companies

Heat/AGiService = _ﬂ
South Lakel |

( Iake' Kooling

l“lNNEH 4697 Elevation Way * Fort Myers, FL

S

. Okeechobee 6me

Inspection -
¥ Mike Feltrin

i RUNNERS-UP

Forever Home Inspections LLC - Mary Kay
D’'Girolomo

Greg Garcia, Home Inspector, Clewiston



m‘ﬂmﬁ

Home Repair Company g':;glclg: S‘_I@miers/ =

A Abney BU|Id|ng &

2022+

( t:1.(3 Consulting

lﬂlNNEH*‘" 207 NE 2nd St, Okeechobee, FLL

BESTOF

(.l keh'_ Gutters

NITHY 107 sw 2nd st. « Okeechobee, FLL

RUNNERS-UP
BTC Builders, Inc. * LBW Home Repair

RUNNERS-UP
Awnit ¢ Coastal Shutters & Windows

Mo rgan’s
@ Furnl’rure

RUNNERS-UP
JGC Lawn

Santos Lopez

RUNNERS-UP
Badcock Home Furniture & More
Mattress Direct Okeechobee USA

b Rustic Furniture &

2022+

81L& og Homes

lll INN E H 505 NE Park St. » Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
RUNNERS-UP James Sweat General Contractor
Royal’s Furniture ® The Home Depot Skip’s Concrete

Daniels.
(-3 Plumbing

UIINNEH"'; 314 SW 2nd St. « Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
All Pipe Plumbing Inc
Worry Free Plumbing

RUNNERS-UP
Ace Pest Control, Inc. ® The Bug Guys

Best of the Lake 2022 | Lake Okeechobee News




Gq’ror. POOlS Of
Okeechobee Inc

RUNNERS-UP
Just In Time Pool Service
Team Pools

2N\

ReS|d niql/Commercml

-3 Painting

7 208 SW 7th Ave. * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP

RUNNERS-UP
Big Lake Roofing & Repairs, LLC
Bryant Roofing ¢ D Squared Services

| Jea ne’r’re S

z »zozz-

( | "{=Y Interiors
lulNNE ¥ 818 S. Parrott Ave. * Okeechobee, FLL
Y ' RUNNERS-UP

Custom Window Treatments & Blinds
The Home Depot

Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022

Donny Thomas Painting * Real Quick, LLC

Instructor: Coleman Ray
415 SW ParK Street
863-467-1806

11111

——y
Propane Serwce
D Glades Gas &

*/_«..-
Yy~ *2022+

BEST OF

(l =1 () Electric. Co

ANTITEY 620 SW t6th st. « Belle Glade, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Elite Gas * Glades Petroleum

SelffStoragelCompany;

(=) USA Storage
UIINNEH--" 1200 FL-78 » Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Dura Storage & Industrial Warehouse Rental
Okeechobee Store-N-Lock

Tree -=LSerV|cei-'z;»
Nunez Lawn Care

.z-'"" *2022+

BEST OF

(l =1 (-3 & Landscaping
wlNNEH RUNNERS-UP

OCD Lawn Care & Tree Service
Xtreme Property Services

Thank you!

OKeechobee for voting us Best
Martial Arts/Kickboxing
in OKeechobeel We feel
blessed and honored to
receive this award.




Gllbert Co|||5|on Center

+2022+
Itﬁf ﬁ é 514 NE 9th St. ¢ Okeechobee, FL
Lehman Auto Body

WINNER

265 US-98 ¢ Okeechobee, FL.

RUNNER-UP
Ivan’s Body Shop

O " '\
Atgo.DeaI P Serwce Depi
South que(‘“ _

¥2022%

BESTOF THE

<| (3 Dodge Ram Jeep

[ﬂl“NEH 202 W Sugarland Hwy * Clewiston, FL

E JULY 4, 20222 PIt - 9 Pit

FREE ADMISSION
2 PM GATES OPEN * 4 PM CONCERTS * 7 PM RODEO SHOW

b i
o

%ﬁ

12022+
<|a|( Chevrolet
3550 US-441 » Okeechobee, FL.

WINNER

RUNNERS-UP
Gilbert Ford
Okeechobee Dodge Chrysler Jeep

Gllberr Co|||5|on
Center

3550 US-441 » Okeechobee, FLL

RUNNERS-UP
Auto Glass Warehouse
Glades Collision

¥2022%

<IULSYOF THE

WINNER

FAST* BREAK

BAIT AND TACKLE

Your One-Stop Shop
Before Hitting the Lake!

Live Bait e Tackle e Clothing ¢ Fuel ® Groceries

Join Fast Break Rewards for Savings on
Select Tobacco Products!

registerloyalty.com/Fasthreak

1505 State Road 78 West, Okeechobee
863-763-0973

okeechobeebassfishingguide.com
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Lakeshore
Marine Inc

*2022*

I!.IL‘;‘YOF THE

RUNNERS-UP
Cam’s Mobile Marine Service LLC
Jolly Roger Marina

*2022*

BESTOF THE

| |( Cruz

RUNNERS-UP
Jake Montgomery
Marco Brito

1865 US HWY 441 SE ¢ Okeechobee, FLL

VFW POST 4423
THE NORTH POST

300 NW 34th St. in Okeechobee
(863) 763-0818

Bingo, Live Music, Great Food, Drinks & More!

Come Be Our Guest!
Text the word Join to 833-212-6965
to receive coupons, free drinks
& discounts and updates on
specials & events!
BAR HOURS: M-TH 10:00AM-10-00PM
F-SAT 9:00AM-MIDNIGHT ¢« SUN. 9:00AM-5PM IaI:e
n CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK FOR POST AND KITCHEN HOURS! RULID
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‘ 'Okeechobee

/- 20m2- -
[17¢-) Store-N-Lock
4299 US-441 S » Okeechobee, FLL

\WINNER
RUNNERS-UP

Lake and Trail USA Storage
Sun Camper RV and Boat Storage

Rio Car Wash

906 S Parrott Ave * Okeechobee, FL

*2022*

( I!.'IILSYOF THE

\WINNER

RUNNERS-UP
Auto Spa Mobile Detailing
and Pressure Cleaning LLC
Riva’s Auto Detailing

Board Certified
Optometric Physicians
Dr. ). Patrick Brennan
Dr. Christine Brennan Bishop

863.467.0595

Two generations
providing eye care
to the families of
Okeechobee for the
past 30+ years!

7 +2022% \

IDEST OF THE

Contact Lenses | Eye Examinations | Ocular Disease | Diabetic Eye Exam
Glaucoma Management | Emergency Eye Care

www.BrennanEyeCare.com
710 S Parrott Avenue | Okeechobee, FL 34974




LEIGH WOODHAM

Hendry County

Occupation: Director, Clewiston Museum
Family: Husband Brent, Sons Jeffrey, David and his husband
Jeffrey, and Luke (deceased)

Community Involvement: Member of the following
organizations: Clewiston Rotary, Black Gold Jubilee Committee,
Xi Iota Alpha Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi International Sorority,
Belle Glade Chamber of Commerce, Clewiston Chamber of
Commerce, Pahokee Chamber of Commerce, Clewiston Museum,
and Florida Association of Museums. Board member, Everglades
Preparatory Academy

Dedication to Community: To give of myself as much as I am
able in order to make Clewiston and the Glades a better place.

RAYE DEUSINGER
Okeechobee County

Occupation: Retired
Family: Husband Frank (deceased), two daughters, Diana Damiano
and Ann Rodgerson, six grandchildren and eight great grandchildren.
Community Involvement: Chairman of the Okeechobee Blood
Roundup, Director of the Okeechobee Business Women’s Referral
Network, Okeechobee Chamber of Commerce Ambassador and
volunteer, an usher and Teacher of Adult Sunday School at
First United Methodist Church, occasional contributor to Lake
Okeechobee News, former worker with Habitat for Humanity and
former writer for Okeechobee the Magazine.

Dedication to Community: Raye, an 18-gallon blood donor, is most
passionate about the Okeechobee Blood Roundup because it is
something that is going to touch every person’s life in some way. But
her dedication doesn’t end there. “If somebody needs help, I'm one of
those who tries to help and/or encourage,” she says.

ALICIA SPENCE

Palm Beach County

Occupation: Credit Repair Specialist, Credit Queen LL.C
Family: One child, Rashaad

Community Involvement: Co-creator and Organizer of the
Muck Bowl Kickball Game, established in 2016 and held annually
as a multi-year class reunion and competition, attracting 5,000
attendees. Teams from various graduating classes participate
in the tournament. Co-creator and Organizer of the follow-
up event, Muck City Spring Fest which debuted in 2022 as a
softball tournament. Organized the Inaugural Muck City Small
Business Expo.

Dedication to Community: “Making the ‘muck’ great again,”
committed to organizing events that give people something to
do and to give exposure to small businesses.

Best of the Lake 2022 | Lake Okeechobee News




. Total Roadside
¢-3 Services

3176 FL-710 » Okeechobee, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
St. Lucie Battery and Tire
Taylor Creek Tire

New Car Deale}- =W
SOUih Lake . '&

( *2022+

Y &) Dodge Ram Jeep

mlNNEH 202 W Sugarland Hwy ¢ Clewiston, FL.

Flora
Ou’rdoors RV

RUNNERS-UP
Advanced RV Centers
La Mesa RV Center

Outdoors RV

4300 US-441 * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
A Plus RV Parts & Service
Okeechobee KOA Resort

Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022

3550 US-441 » Okeechobee, FL.

RUNNERS-UP
Gilbert Ford

Okeechobee Dodge Chrysler Jeep

ka—Change Oil &

Lube Services Center
708 N Parrott Ave. * Okeechobee, FLL
RUNNERS-UP

AAA Full Service Auto Care
Gilbert Ford

/s
/7 *2022*

I!.'IL";‘\ OF THE

5 Florlda
- "C-3 Outdoors RV

UIINNEH 4300 US-441 * Okeechobee, FL
RUNNERS-UP

2 Brothers Mobile RV Repair

A Plus RV Parts and Service

Used5CaL;De_a|_>

Gilbert Ford

3175 US-441 » Okeechobee, FL.

Lake Motors Inc.

*2022*

I!.'IL";‘\ OF THE

RUNNER-UP
Commuter Cars of Okeechobee



Okeechobee

Family

Practice, PA | 4

Dr. Leland M. Heller
Author of two i
mental health books: & -'
“Bielogical Unhappiness '
Finding Out What’s Wrong
and lemg It”

and “Life at the Border”

|
MENTAL HEALTH
MEDICAL MARI]UANA
AND PRIMARY CARE

Professional Services

Mood Swings ¢ Unstable Relationships /Ly N\
Don’t Want To Live ¢ Self Hate fi (I k |
Feeling Numb ¢ Emptiness * Anger ”
Self-Destructive * Impulsive H

Also Available: Spravato Treatment - Resistant Depression,
Medically Assisted Weight Loss, Boxton Migraine & Cosmetic

We all want happiness, peace, love, joy, stability, health, and prosperity.
We can help you attain these goals, even if you believe it isn’t possible.

Taking new primary care and mental health patients.

Call today! 863.467.877 | se habla espaiol

Saturday appointments available
biologicalunhappiness.net | okeechobeefamilypractice.com

1713 Hwy 44| North, Suite D, Okeechobee, FL 34972




Thank¢youfOkeechobee)
de,ear;S)
oficontinued|support

Our readers are the BEST!

Thank you for your readership!

Join us!

Subscriptions available in print or online. %

Scan the QR code and it will take you directly
to our sign-up page

or visit SouthCentralFloridaLife.com/subscribe
\

l Okeechobee
News

313 NW 4th Ave., Okeechobee | 863-763-3134
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OTED BEST! e TN
M l| ke

FIRST PLACE / ,
in Homecare lu = Carmg FOR
NG NURSE ASs0c, IN“EH " FLORIDA FAMILIES
i | | forOver
‘ / l \ | < I HERTY 45 Years!
-l W ' : @
of FLORIDA ‘ : o d /—\
The VNA of Florida provides .

an array of services designed
to keep our patients healthy
and independent at home.

Skilled nursing
Therapy

Home health aides FRE E IN-HOME CONSULTATION

Pediatric care
Care management g
o 866.649.1694 vnaflorida.org

Lief# 21238096

VOTED BEST!

Assnsfdllﬁg:!:ﬂllepdll\ll:ﬁrg FElhty | Om

ASSISTED LIVING BY THE VNA
OKEECHOBEE

COME VISIT TO SEE WHY
WE ARE VOTED THE BEST!

= \WWarm, comfortable, secure environment
= Nurse on-site

= Live entertalnment
.. and so much more!

SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY!

863-734-6202

GrandOaksOkeechobee.com

o THE Sweet sze ¥
Locally owned and operated by

..the QUAINT COUNTRY active ~ YNA Visiting Nurse Association of Florida
Se]’lZO]" llVanyOu’re lOOkiI’lg for! ownepamavacen  Providers of award-winning home health care

Lict AL11944  for over 45 years

0522-01



De5|g ns
415 SW Park St. ¢ Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Lillies & Lace Boutique
Seasons 3:1, LLC

BV Florist & Antiques

UIIHNEH 201 SW 5th Ave * Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Antique Treasures * Me & My Girls Antiques

Convenlence Siore

Iaké Spa & Salon

UIIHNEH 311 NE 2nd St. « Okeechobee, FL. 2790 US-441 + Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Fast Break Inc
Sunoco - Buckhead Ridge

RUNNERS-UP
Sunshine CBD Shop * Trulieve

= 3 S e e ——
"‘"*.;}@9?-‘@_ m&sﬁﬁ‘& TR e

Countryside
Florist

201 SW 5th Ave ¢ Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Clewiston Florist & Gift Shop
Pat’s Floral Design & Gifts

RUNNERS-UP
Big O Drive-Thru * Country Cooler

L||||es & Lace

Iake WE&W Lumber

Boutique
205 SW Park St ¢ Okeechobee, FL. ml““ﬁ“ 1601 FL-70 * Okeechobee, FL
RUNNERS-UP )

Debbie’s Deals & Discounts
Okeechobee Outlet Store

5 2 Lake Okeechobee News | Best of the Lake 2022




104 NW 7th Ave.
Okeechobee FL 34972 Lic. Real Estate Brokerage Company

(863) 763-4010
[[:]]!l[ﬁjm @

Serviee « Tntegrity » Copperience

125‘ s Z'."._'r' y ' ‘ ‘
o o J 5
) n: ;_: ";: £ | [

WINNERS AND
FINALISTS

| Tk Bou Okoechobiee

For Vommating Ue!

From your #1 Real Estate Professionals at:

The “Tircker Group,.s/c



RUNNER-UP
True Value Hardware

Loca

,&
< BEST F

ml“NEH 1314 FL-70 E, Okeechobee, FL

- RUNNERS-UP

Ahern’s Service Center and C-Store
Newcomer Ranch

gy -1
ZH Thrift'Shop/a-
Consignment:S

[ o i
W% 3%

[

S
i x2022+ \ .
[EY7C2} Discounts
UIINNEH 411 SW Park St. » Okeechobee, FL
RUNNERS-UP

Goodwill Store & Donation Center
Sharon’s Hidden Treasures

Debbie’ Ct
ebbie’s Deals s‘%

& Discount

Facebook Live Auctions Every
Tuesday & Thursday 7pm-9:30pm =

We ship!

Wholesale Liquidations
411 SW Park Street - 863-824-0218 3 ‘UJI_NNE.H
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sy
Debbie’s Deals &

. Wolfgang
&3 Jewelry Inc

UIINNEH 1904 S Parrott Ave * Okeechobee, FL
) RUNNERS-UP
1st Choice Jewelry & Pawn

T 7 1579 FL-70 + Okeechobee, FL

RUNNERS-UP
Exotic Pets & More Inc
Tractor Supply

g’

Western Wear—®

Eli's Western

{3} Wear, Inc

ml“NEH 907 NW Park St » Okeechobee, FL
\ RUNNERS-UP

Big John's Feed & Western Supply
Clementine’s Southern Boutique

“Always on Top of the Job”

* Metal & Shingle Roofs
* Flats & Leak Repair
Specialists

863-357-3838
FREE ESTIMATES

LUVIANO
ROOFIN

Re-Roofing

CO.
INC.




Thank you to everyone who
voted! We are honored to
serve our community

i
OUR SERVICES:

SAME DAY CROWNS
IMPLANTS & IMPLANT CROWNS
SLEEP APNEA DEVICES
VENEERS
COMPLETE SMILE MAKEOVERS
DENTURES
PERIODONTAL THERAPY
INVISALIGN & SURE SMILE
RooTt CANALS
BoTox THERAPY
ORAL WELLNESS ASSESSMENTS
WHITENING

Fe ?mn.‘r -
q sy )
N @ oroxeecone ) 7
A z

Accepting new
patients!

Devoted to growing and
developing every year
through progressive
innovation, creating a
ripple effect that inspires
and empowers our
patients, our team, and
our community.

DR. JENNIFER LASKEY, DMD

DR. JENNIFER SHIFTLET, DDS
DR. ZACHARY VIENS, DMD

803.267.8247

wEn @ == ZCareCredit KI®

FOUNDATION
OF OUR
PRACTICE:

DELIVER WOW
SERVICE

EMBRACE &
DRIVE CHANGE

PURSUE
GROWTH &
LEARNING

BUILD A
POSITIVE TEAM
& FAMILY SPIRIT

FOSTER
HUMANITY

BE PASSIONATE &
DETERMINED

CREATE FUN

BUILD OPEN
& HONEST
RELATIONSHIPS

CHECK OUT OUR
RECOMMENDATION
CONTEST!

202 NE 3RD STREET | OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972 | FDOFOKEECHOBEE.COM




REALTY CO.

Vicki S. Anderson,

Licensed Real Estate Broker
President,
Okeechobee Board of Realtors

Vicki Anderson 863.634.4106

~ Your Top Realty Company

In Okeechobee

That Your Family Can Trust
To Be There For You!

We Service ALL Your Shelly Doyle
Personal Assistant

Real Estate Needs 863.801.8463

shellydoyle@ymail.com

* 2022*‘ Vicki S. Anderson Eric W. Anderson

EBESTBOF THE\ Licensed Real Estate Broker Licensed Real Estate Broker
JI a ke 863.634.4106 | vic_anderson@earthlink.net 863.634.4107
\ Shelly D. Doyle

Licensed Real Estate Agent

l“INNEH 863.801.8463 | shellydoyle@ymail.com

30046 E. SR 78 BHR, Okeechobee, FL 34974

For all of our listings, please visit www.AndersonRealtyCo.com
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