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CALOOSA BELLE INDEPENDENT

LABELLE — Fort My-
ers residents impacted by
Hurricane Ian got a help-
ing hand from LaBelle de-
veloper MJ Newell Homes
on Sunday, Oct. 9. The de-
veloper coordinated efforts
to distribute nonperishable
necessities to the commu-
nity at the Family Dollar
Store in Fort Myers.

The event was the sec-
ond held there in the past
week, providing dry goods,
nonperishable food, chil-
dren’s medication, water,
juice and more to those
in need after lan ripped
through the area, demolish-
ing buildings and homes,

DONATIONS

cutting off power and caus- Tl
ing the Caloosahatchee Ser
River to rise to devastat- )

ing levels.

The event began at 11
a.m., according to a Stan-
dard Land Development
spokesperson on Oct. 10,
ending about 5 p.m. Stan-
dard Land Development
is the parent company of
M.J Newell Homes, and its
daughter companies Stan-
dard Land Development
Landscaping and Standard
Land Development Hauling
transported truck loads of
supplies and food to the lo-
cation for distribution. Eric
Henwood, director of Stan-
dard Land Development

» See Hurricane on page 2

Volunteers unload donations of food and water at the Family Dollar Store in Fort Myers Oct. 9 as drivers line up to
have their vehicles filled with necessities. [Photo courtesy Standard Land Development]

Il

LHS students clean up afer lan

VOLUNTEERING

FORT MYERS - LaBelle High School's criminal justice students got up early the morning of Saturday, Oct. 8, for a trip
to Fort Myers to help residents clean up after hurricane lan. Students bought lunches for local residents, bought
their own clean-up supplies and waters to hand out. They spent the day picking up debris and giving back to their
neighboring community! [Photo courtesy LHS]
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ELECTION 2022
Referendum benefitting
Hendry Co. schools to
appear on ballot

SPECIAL TO CALOOSA BELLE

LABELLE — A half-cent
sales surtax referendum
will be included in the No-
vember 2022 ballot. This
referendum is designed
to fund much-needed im-
provements throughout the
Hendry County School Dis-
trict with all funds remain-
ing within the county.

If passed, the tax would
be applied to select goods
and services sold through-
out the county, however,
the tax would not be ap-

plied to groceries, gasoline,
or prescription medication.

More than 7,000
students attend Hendry
County schools and will
benefit from the funds if
the referendum passes in
November.

If passed, the Hend-
ry County School District
plans to renovate schools
or construct new ones to
allow growth and keep up
with the expanding popu-
lation. New technology and

» See Referendum on page 2
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The combination of sea-
sonal crops, livestock, nurs-
ery and aquaculture prod-
ucts potentially lost as a
result of category 4 Hurri-
cane lan will likely be val-
ued between $787 million
and $1.56 billion, Univer-
sity of Florida economists
predict. The estimate was
released as part of a new
document, “Preliminary
Assessment of Agricultur-
al Losses and Damages re-
sulting from Hurricane
[an,” from the UF/IFAS
Economic Impact Analysis
Program.

“Even though the coast
— an area with compara-
tively less agricultural pro-
duction than inland areas
—bore some of the worst
impacts of the storm, the
strong winds and heavy
rains battered a wide swath
of the peninsula that in-
cludes over 5 million acres
of agricultural land,” said
Christa Court, director of
the program and assistant
professor in the UF/IFAS
food and resource econom-
ics department. “This esti-
mate only accounts for pro-
duction losses, or changes
in expected revenues for
the current calendar or
market year; citrus, for ex-
ample, had not yet begun
harvesting, and some fall

vegetables, like tomatoes
and peppers, were already
planted.”

Some commodities were
already looking at lower ex-
pected production due to
a hard freeze event in Jan-
uary that affected much
of the same acreage, she
added. The UF/TFAS Eco-
nomic Impact Analysis
Program conducts assess-
ments after any event that
disrupts the standard oper-
ations of Florida’s agricul-
ture industry; usually, the
surveys are deployed after
natural disasters like hur-
ricanes, floods and freez-
es, but have more recent-
ly included assessments
of the impacts from the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Southwest counties that
got hit the hardest by Hur-
ricane Ian have remained
in rescue and recovery
mode; we anticipate our as-
sessments will not be com-
plete for several weeks,”
Court said. “Our prelimi-
nary estimate is a range, a
wide range, to account for
many of these unknowns.
What isn’t destroyed might
have diminished yield or
quality, which will not be
apparent for weeks or
months, and then even
more effects can appear in
the long-term.”

Court and her colleagues

HURRICANE DAMAGE

Agricultural losses estimated up to $1.56 billion

began collecting baseline
data for agricultural loss-
es and damages result-

ing from tropical cyclone
events in 2016. Since then,
the program has continued
to improve its baseline and
impact databases for these
types of analyses.

Even with this compar-
ison data available to the
research team, analyzing
Hurricane Ian’s impacts re-
mains complicated, as the
preliminary assessment
notes. It made landfall not
far from 2017’s Hurricane
Irma, but it cut across to-
ward the east coast, rath-
er than north through the
entire peninsula. More im-
portantly, [an was a more
powerful storm, bringing
hurricane-strength (74-156
mph) winds to nearly 1.2
million acres of agricultur-
al lands.

To assist with the pre-
liminary analysis, the UF/
IFAS Economic Impact
Analysis Program used
data from multiple sources,
in addition to its previous
post-storm assessments.
The National Hurricane
Center’s imagery of the
storm was combined with
geospatial data from the
Florida Department of Ag-
riculture and Consumer
Services (FDACS) and in-
formation from USDA Na-

Hurricane

» From page 1

Hauling arranged for trans-
portation.

Miami Dade County
Councilman Christian Cev-
allos reprised his role col-
lecting and delivering dona-
tions and Hendry County
Sheriff Steve Whidden was
on hand helping as well.

According to the Stan-
dard Land Development
spokesperson, donations
were set up to quickly fill
car trunks, truck beds and
vehicle interiors with bags
of food, water, clothing and
other necessities. About
100 volunteers helped with
set up and distribution,
most of them Standard
Land Development em-
ployees.

The vehicles lined up
along SR 80, driving

Pallets of dry goods, water and other essentials were transported to the

Family Dollar Store in Fort Myers Oct. 9 by Standard Land Development
Haulers to distribute to Hurricane lan victims. [Photo courtesy Standard

Land Development]

through with their trunks
open so volunteers could
quickly put donations into
vehicles and keep the line
moving.

MJ Newell Homes
prides itself on its carefully
planned and designed resi-
dential housing units in La-

Belle and Lehigh Acres,
considering income levels
of potential homeowners
before proposing a hous-
ing development in order to
ensure the price points are
within the economic range
of those already living in
the area.

tional Agricultural Statis-
tics Service (USDA-NASS)
on croplands in the area, in-
cluding the seasonal plant-
ing and harvest times. The
researchers then used ad-
ditional information from
the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (US-

modity group to estimate
the total “at-risk” produc-
tion value across affected
acres. The total value of all
the croplands that saw trop-
ical storm or hurricane con-
ditions topped $8.1 billion.
Despite heavy flood-
ing prohibiting full assess-

drop, damage to branches,
and impacts due to heavy
precipitation and flooding;
* Vegetables and melons
are expected to sustain sig-
nificant production losses
($208 million to $394 mil-
lion), with impacts heavi-
ly dependent on the ability

DA)’s United States Census  ments of some fields, the to replant damaged or de-
of Agriculture, Ask IFAS,  researchers collected some  stroyed crops.
and the Federal Emergen-  visual assessments. Among  * Livestock operations
cy Management Agency their predictions: and producers of animal
(FEMA). Once the impact- * Citrus crops are expect- products are expected to
ed agricultural acreages ed to sustain significant suffer losses ($113 million to
were determined, theteam  production losses ($147 mil-  $222 million) due to dam-
used a five-year average for  lion to $304 million), de- aged fencing, power outag-
value per acre of each com-  pending on the level of fruit  es and flooding:

FRAUD ALERT

Con artists prey on disaster victims

SPECIAL TO CALOOSA BELLE
INDEPENDENT

ATLANTA — Disaster
survivors should be aware
that con artists and crimi-
nals may try to obtain mon-
ey or steal personal infor-
mation through fraud or
identity theft after a disas-
ter. In some cases, thieves
try to apply for FEMA as-
sistance using names, ad-
dresses and Social Security
numbers they have stolen
from survivors.

If a FEMA Inspector
comes to your home and
you did not submit a
FEMA application, your
information may have
been used without your
knowledge to create a
FEMA application. If so,
please inform the inspector
that you did not apply for
FEMA assistance so they
can submit a request to
stop further processing of
the application.

If you did not apply for
assistance but receive a let-
ter from FEMA, please call
the FEMA Helpline at 800-

621-3362.

If you do wish to apply
for FEMA assistance af-
ter stopping an application
made in your name without
your knowledge, the Help-
line will assist you in creat-
ing a new application.

FEMA Disaster Survivor
Assistance teams, housing
inspectors and other offi-
cials will be working in ar-
eas impacted by Hurricane
Tan in Florida. They carry
official identification badg-
es with photo IDs. FEMA
and U.S. Small Business
Administration representa-
tives never charge appli-
cants for disaster assis-
tance, inspections or help
in filling out applications.

* Don't believe anyone
who promises a disaster
grant in return for pay-
ment.

* Be wary of unexpected
phone calls or visits to your
home from people claim-
ing to be FEMA housing in-
spectors or people claim-
ing they work for FEMA.
FEMA representatives will

have your FEMA applica-
tion number.

* Don’t give your bank-
ing information to a per-
son claiming to be a FEMA
housing inspector. FEMA
inspectors are never autho-
rized to collect your per-
sonal financial information.

If you believe you are the
victim of a scam, report it
immediately to your local
police or sheriff’s depart-
ment or contact the Office
of the Attorney General by
calling 1-866-9-NO-SCAM
(1-866-966-7226) or visit
myfloridalegal.com. To file
a fraud complaint, go online
to Scam Report (myflorida-
legal.com).

If you suspect fraudulent
activity involving FEMA,
you can report it to the
FEMA Fraud Branch at:
StopFEMAFraud@fema.
dhs.gov, fax: (202)212-4926
or write to: FEMA Fraud
and Internal Investigation
Division, 400 C Street SW
Mail Stop 3005, Washing-
ton, DC 20472-3005.

Referendum
» From page 1

security will also be funded,
along with the lease or pur-
chase of school buses.

A half-cent surtax will
have little impact on res-
idents. For example, it
would only add two cents to
the cost of a Happy Meal®,
or twenty-four cents to the
cost of a sheet of plywood.

But the impact on students
would be felt in generations
to come.

“As a generational
resident of Hendry
County, I know first-
hand the impact our local
school system has on our
students’ futures,” stated
Superintendent of the
Hendry County School
District, Michael Swindle.
“And, as a parent of a child

in the Hendry County
school system, I can see
the need for funding. I
encourage the residents of
Hendry County to educate
themselves on the surtax,
and to decide what is best
for their families and our
community.”

To learn more, visit
www.hendry-schools.org/
halfcent
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HEALTH

Send news and photographs
to cbnews®iniusa.org

www.facebook.com/

caloosabelle

D Twitter: @LakeONews

QUALITY CARE

National changes affect small healthcare systems

SPECIAL TO CALOOSA BELLE
INDEPENDENT

CLEWISTON — Pa-
tients and families know
quality care when they
experience it. A nurse’s
response time, a doctor’s
bedside manner, the
hospital’s atmosphere
- all these things affect
how people feel about the
quality of their health-
care.

The Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services
(CMS) and the nation’s
hospitals work collabora-
tively to publicly report
hospital quality perfor-
mance information on
the CMS Care Compare

website. Changes made
by CMS are affecting
small healthcare sys-
tems’ star ratings like
Hendry Regional Medical
Center (HRMC).

When hospitals talk
about quality, it is gen-
erally in reference to
very specific clinical data
collected and analyzed
over a period. Quality
data show how well a
department or institution
achieves desired health
outcomes for a particu-
lar procedure, often by
tracking how closely clin-
ical staff meet standards
of care.

“We place a strong
emphasis on quality data
measurements and re-
porting. It is how we hold
ourselves accountable
to the community and
public in providing not
just quality healthcare
but excellent healthcare,
stated Dakota Redd,
Chief Nursing Officer,
HRM.

While Hendry Region-
al does participate in
outpatient and inpatient
quality data reporting
with CMS, with the new
changes there are now
too few measures/mea-
sure groups reported or

i

cases/patients are too
few to calculate a star
rating.

What does this mean?

HRMC previously held
a 3-star rating, higher
than many other local
hospitals, however a star
rating is no longer avail-
able (N/A) on the CMS
Care Compare website.

“It is important to note
that while CMS no longer
recognizes HRMC with
a star rating, we would
have maintained a 3-star
rating if those changes
had not gone into effect
based on the data we
continue to submit,” stat-

SPECIAL TO CALOOSA BELLE
INDEPENDENT

FORT MYERS — The
holiday season can be
especially difficult for
those who are grieving the
loss of a loved one. While
others may enjoy the lights,
laughter, and joy of ongoing
festivities, bereaved friends
and family members often
feel isolated and unhappy.
To address these special
needs, Hope Healthcare
is offering a three-part
support group, Surviving
the Season: Getting
through Thanksgiving to
the New Year after Loss.

SUPPORT GROUPS

Hope Healthcare offers grief support group

Designed for adults
ages 18 and older; this
virtual workshop offers
professional guidance for
dealing with grief and loss
when emotional triggers
are commonplace. A
bereavement counselor
will help group members
develop effective coping
strategies, and art and
music therapists will
demonstrate creative
techniques to adjust
to challenging new
circumstances.

The group project is
open to the public at no

NURSE: 6
DOCTOR: 15

cost, thanks to generous
community support.
Advance registration is
required for the Zoom
sessions, held Thursday
Nov. 3 and 17 and Dec. 8
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
To learn more or registet,
contact Lorrie McCann@
HopeHCS.org or call
239-985-7716.

With more than 40 years
of experience as a local,
not-for-profit organization,
Hope Healthcare is
able to help people of all
ages coping with grief
and loss. Professional

counselors lead groups
including Bereaved
Mothers, Men’s Grief
Toolkit, Young Widows
and Widowers, Healing
Survivors of Suicide, and
other special topics. Hope
also offers urgent crisis
support for local schools
and businesses as well

as an LGBTQ+ group,
counseling in Spanish and
age-appropriate help for
children and teens. Visit
HopeHCS.org/counseling
for more information.

ed Redd. “We are proud
of the excellent health-
care we provide and that
is witnessed by all our
patients who receive care
at HRMC regardless of a
star rating.”

In reviewing HRMC’s
quality data, they score
well above the national
and state average in most
areas. Striving to ensure
that the care provided

is safe, effective, pa-
tient-centered, timely,
efficient, and equitable.
In a continued effort
of transparency HRMC
will be making even more
data available in the
coming months. To view
HRMC quality data or to
learn more, visit hrme.us.

OVERDOSE
Free Naloxone available

at Health Depts

SPECIAL TO CALOOSA BELLE
INDEPENDENT

If you suspect someone
is experiencing an
overdose, take these steps
immediately.

1. Check to see if they
respond.

2. Administer Naloxone

3. Call 911

4. If necessary, give
second dose (in other
nostril).

‘What is Naloxone?

A medicine that rapidly
reverses an opioid overdose
by attaching to opioid
receptors, and reversing
and blocking the effects of
the drug.

How can you help?

If you know someone in
need, carry Naloxone and
learn to administer the

3

medicine safely.
isavefl.com

Locate Nalone providers
in your area and additional
resources for community
support.

Contact your local county
health department for
information on receiving
Naloxone for your
community.

Health Departments
in Hendry and Glades
Counties:

LaBelle, 1140 Pratt Blvd.,
863-674-4041

Clewiston, 1100 S.
Olympia Street,
863-983-1408

Moore Haven, 1021
Healthpark Drive,
863-946-0707

HENDRY REGIONAL

MEDICAL GENTER

HOME is where
your HEALTH is

WWW.HRMC.US | 863-902-3000
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OPINIONS

This is your public forum.
We welcome your
opinions via email at
cbnews®iniusa.org.

K
A majestic

tree...an image

of me!
By Reverend Elizabeth
Nelson
GOOD SHEPHERD EPISCOPAL CHURCH

There is a beautiful tree
outside my pool cage. Un-
like trees in the north, it los-
es its leaves several times a
year, and, oh, what a mess
it makes! Yet, as fast as the
leaves fall, it's not long be-
fore the growth begins
again, the green starts to
shine, and its glorious foli-
age hangs in beauty. Now; [
see this tree every day. But,
the other day, it was more.
It was majestic. It reached
up toward the heavens, and
I 'saw beauty and creation,
and it somehow represent-
ed us..you and me.

Like this tree, each of us
is unique, ripe with imper-
fections, yet beautiful in the
eyes of God. During our life-
time, we might need ex-
tra care. We will see days
when our strength is al-
most gone, like leaves falling
from the tree. We might re-
member those times when
friends and family appeared
to “clean up” after us when
we made mistakes, when
we forgot who we are and
whose we are. And when
the storms of life threatened
to bring us down, a light
from heaven.. the Spirit of
God..would remind us that
tomorrow would be another
day and that there is always
light at the end of the tunnel.

Imagine...a tree remind-
ing us that Jesus is the same
yesterday, today and tomor-
row. And He is ever-pres-
ent. His love is life’s fertil-
izer. His grace props us up
when we need it. And once
again, if we see ourselves
through the eyes of God, we
are beautiful and strong,
nurtured by love, and saved
by grace.

About the author: Previ-
ously the priest at St. Francis
of Assisi in Lake Placid for 21
years, Rev. Elizabeth L. Nel-
son is now the Priest at Good
Shepherd Episcopal Church in
LaBelle.

FRANKLIN LOCK TREES

' Volunteers | trees at Franklin Lock

Ninety volunteers from t

e neighborhood, local schools and colleges, along with the support of 17

. Corps rangers and staff, reforested a large grass field with native plants Sept 24 at the W.P. Franklin
Lock Recreatlon Area. [Photo courtesy USACE]

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
H Grease and flour a muf- are fully risen. The tops
Pumpkln fin tin, or use paper muf- should spring back when
cornbread fin 1}1191'?- - lightly touched. If your
H * Inalarge mxang bowl,  muffins are smaller than

Muffins whisk the first 8 ingredi- mine they will take a short-
Ingredients ) ents together (pumpkin er time. Try not to over

;(éup Spumpkm purée g%%ﬁalthégﬁ?lﬁir- bake as they will dry out.

1/2gc%1p packed brown porated oe b. Let the . ufﬁn-S C%OI fgr
sugar (light or dark) * Whisk in the baking zngﬁﬁﬁfﬁuﬁtt kfﬁ?é]’

1/3 cup vegetable oil powder, corn meal, and around the edoes to loos-

2 Thsp molasses flour; mixing until just com- before ¢ g t ont

1/3 cup buttermilk (sub-  bined, but don’t over beat €h belore turning out, onto
stitute milk or half and this. T usually switch to a a COOh“,g rack. If you use
half) silicone spoon at theend, ~ Muffin liners you can pop

1/2 tsp cinnamon (substi-  * Use a standard ice them out immediately.
tute cardamom or ginger)  cream scoop to fill 10-12 * Serve warm with but-

1tsp salt muffin cups fairly full. My ~ ter and honey. The muffins

1 Thsp baking powder muffin tin is on the large can be reheated for 20-30

1 cup cornmeal size so I got 10 muffins seconds in the microwave.

1 cup all purpose flour from my batter. This week’s recipe pro-
Instructions * Bake for about 20-22 vided by Southern Her:i-

* Preheat oven to 375F. minutes until the muffins tage Real Estate.

FEMA

assistance

Hurricane Ian.

SPECIAL TO CALOOSA BELLE INDEPENDENT

LABELLE — Hendry County has been included as a county designated for individ-
ual assistance from FEMA in the wake of Hurricane Ian.
The Declaration provides Hendry County with funds to help residents impacted by

Hendry County residents eligible for disaster

Eligible residents can apply for assistance at www.disasterassistance.gov
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Our Purpose...

Caloosa Belle is published by Independent Newsmedia Inc, USA.
Independent is owned by a unique trust that enables this newspaper
to pursue a mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the
community. Since no dividends are paid, the company is able to
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service, commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution, and support of the community’s deliberation of public
issues.
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about public issues

« To report the news with honesty, accuracy, purposeful neutrality, fairness,
objectivity, fearlessness, and compassion

« To use our opinion pages to facilitate community debate, not to dominate it with
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« To disclose our own conflicts of interest or potential conflicts to our readers

« To correct our errors and to give each correction the prominence it deserves.

« To provide a right to reply to those we write about.
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Caloosa Humane Society seeks forever homes for pets

LABELLE — The Caloosa Humane Society has lots of dogs and cats just waiting to be your new best friends. The Caloosa Humane Society, Inc. is a not-for-profit, 501 (c)
(3) status organization that receives no federal, state, or local funding and relies on donations, bequests and fundraising events. The shelter, 1200 Pratt Blvd in LaBelle is open

| R

Tuesday - Saturday from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For more information call 863-675-0997. [Photos courtesy of Caloosa Humane Society]

This is Onyx. He is 6 months old.

TRI-COUNTY

SEAMLESS GUTTERS. LLC

863-517-9922

tricountyseamlessgutters@yahoo.com
License CCC1325814

» Seamless Gutters
» Soffit & Fascia
* Repairs/New Construction

gl a Sl Il B S

* Guaranteed used
appliance sales

* Appliance Repair Services
For All Major Brands

Office: 863-674-5008

437 S. MAIN STREET,

£ Z D\
ROBBIE =~

Se Habla
Espanol

LABELLE, FL
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Charlie just needs some kids to play with! He is 3 years old. Duchess is a very sweet soul. She is 7 years old.

Lehigh Regional Medical Center

1500 Lee Blvd. | Lehigh Acres, FL 33936 | lehighregional.com

Quality. Compassion. Community.

Now Hiring RNSs,

Scan to view our

oo 2% [ LPNs., CLS & MLTs
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EDUCATION

Send news and photographs
to cbnews®iniusa.org

| www.facebook.com/
caloosabelle

| 1 Twitter: @LakeONews

CITIZENS OF THE MONTH

West Glades School presents Citizens of the Month
LABELLE - West Glades School would like to congratulate its Citizens of the Month for the month of October. [Photos
courtesy West Glades School]

iy e
VPK students of the month are Grayson Wingate and
Kamala Camilo.

Kindergarten citizens of the month are Aries Estrada,
Poppy Jett and Emma Metz.

s of the month are Zoey Desroche,

Natalie Cruz-Villeda, Drayton Van Houton and Tyson
Calloway.

Fourth grade citizens of the month are Emmanuel Villa,
Zoey Calloway, Riley Mills and Oliver Gonzalez-Ayala.

. BN =0
Second grade citizens of the month are Parker Alvarez,
Rainey Stokes, Andrea Alaniz and Kynsley Grimaldo.

Middle school citizens of the month are Aubrey Pollard,
Camryn Martinez, Colton Clark, Abbie Reinking, Grayson
Arnold and Elliot Cruz (not pictured).

Fifth grade citizens of the month are Wyatt Miller, Aaron
Alcarez, Andrea Madrid and Parker Dillman not pictured.

LEADERS OF THE MONTH

COE recognizes Leaders

STORM DAMAGE

School district approves
funding for repairs after lan

of the Month

PreKindergarten through second grade Leaders of the
Month for September.

SPECIAL TO CALOOSA BELLE
INDEPENDENT

LABELLE — Country
Oaks Elementary (CES)
congratulates the Septem-
ber Leaders of the Month
who have demonstrated
Habit 1: Be Proactive!

PreKindergarten:
Amirah Garcia, Jazlyn Le-
mus, Fernando Pena-Gar-
cia and April Blandon

Kindergarten:

Pablo Aguilar, Natalia
Santamaria, Nicolas
Saucedo, Daila-Lali Garcia,

Bethany Walker and
Angelina Maldonado

First Grade: Rodrigo
Chairez, Emerie Campbell,
Emma McAvoy, Juliette Va-
ladez, Masen Ramos, Aid-
en Costa and Emiliano Ni-
tri Alvairus

Second Grade: Anais
Verduzco, Kamila Miranda,
Martin Mendez, Noah An-
drade, Pablo Campos and
Sophia Aburto

Third Grade: Marinelly
Trejo, Cameron Delacruz,

Third through fifth grade Leaders of the Month for
September.

Aria Cruz, Lawrence Mc-
Crea, Damian Martinez,
Anabelle Lapersonerie and
Dariel Dominguez

Fourth Grade: Jesus
Reyes, Brianna Orduna,
Caleb Rivera, Josue Lopez,
Nevaeh Yzaguirre, Paola
Silva-Pena and Rihanna
Prezaz

Fifth Grade: Aubrianna
Rueda, Jeremiah Avila, Jos-
ue Nieto, Adanyah Mills,
Mariela Estrada and Jay-
lynn Andrade

By C. M. Schmidlkofer  usual procurements. were also approved by the
LAKE OKEECHOBEE NEWS Facilities, Maintenance & board. The term refers

CLEWISTON — Hendry Transportation Director to teachers providing
County School District Anthony Busin estimated ~ instruction for a subject
voted 5-0 to approve repairs to be approximately  their current certification
funding for emergency $21,000, although he has is not recognized as
purchases related to submitted purchase orders —appropriate for the
Hurricane Ian with a cap of ~ for some minor repairs particular assignment.
$50,000 per incident. already. It also includes teachers

Superintendent of The approval means who do not have a ESOL
Schools Michael Swindle damages can be addressed  certification, required upon
made the request during in real time without having  hire for teaching English
the Oct. 4 school board to wait for various repair as a second language
meeting in Clewiston, approvals under normal and something not easily
saying that he isn’t circumstances. obtained according to
expecting any major In other business, ESLTeacherEDU.com.
repairs due to the the board unanimously Swindle said out-of-
hurricane. approved allocation for field teachers are allowed

“There are some things  a physical education five years to obtain the
that staff needs to do,” paraprofessional coach certification and hopes
he said. “Like hire a tree- at LaBelle Middle School upcoming teacher
trimming company to where, due to increased negotiations will make
come in and do the heavy ~ enrollment, some PE. the effort more attractive
lifting of part of it.” classes have up to 118 to teachers without it,

Some aluminum awnings  students. LMS currently S0 it can be more easily
need replacement which has two PE. coaches. achieved and thus out of
are going through the Out-of-field teacher lists ~ the way.

Randy’s Garage

137 §. Bridge St. - LaBelle - 863-675-1032 - OPEN: Monday - Friday from 8am to 5pm

Proudly Supporting Education in LaBelle
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HAPPY
Thanksgiving Day
from All of us here at .
Southern Heritage . o QOWNTOWN

Real Estate & Investments . RTREET COMMEE
* 9 /
‘ : > &

Qi 863-675-4500

A 180 N. Bridge Street
('], SOUthern LaBelle, Florida 33935

Hel‘itage www.soland.com

REAL ESTATE & INVESTMENTS

~ barron park
~downtown labelle nov 12 & 13

live music | live entertainment
kids art area | vendors | beer
las gorditas mexican treats
and more!!

TRIPLE D

—=m= Land Clearing and Development, LLC s

» Land Clearing » Demolition
> Forestry Mulching » Sale of Organic Mulch

Contact Us Now For Land Clearing!

tripledlandclearing.com
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* * * % OFFICIAL SAMPLE BALLOT/BOLETA OFICIAL DE MUESTRA

the write-in candidale.

Official General Election Ballot / Boleta Oficial de las Elecciones Generales

November 8, 2022 | 8 de Noviembre de 2022

Instructions: To vote compleltely fill in the oval @ next to your choice. Use black or blue ballpoint pen
If you make a mistake, don't hesitate to ask for a new ballol. if you erase or make other marks, your vote may not count.
To vote for a candidate whose name is not printed on the ballat, fill in the oval @, and write in the candidate’s name on the blank line provided for

Instrucciones: Para volar, llene completamente el dvalo @ al lado de su preferencia. Use boligrafo negro o azul.
Si usted hace un error, no dude en pedir una nueva boleta. Si borra o hace otras marcas, su voto no se puede conlar.
Para votar por un candidato por nombre que no se imprime en el bolelo, llene el ovalo @ y enscriba el candidale en la linea apropiado,

2nd District Court of Appeal

Write-in - Candidato Escrito

United States Representative
District 18

Distrito 18

(Vote for One)  (Votar por Uno)

Representante de los Estado Unidos

Corte Suprema de Justicia
Debera retenerse en su cargo en el
ribunal Supremo el Magistrado Charles T.

Canady?

< Yes!/Si = No/No

United States Senator Commissioner of Agriculture o

Senador de los Estado Unidos Comisionado de Agricultura g:ﬁﬂéj{“ggﬁ rtP:IlTa ngageﬁzltlzigééh; 2nd

(Vote for One)  (Votar por Uno) (Vote for One)  (Votar por Uno) office? ppe
= Marco Rubio REP| © Wilton Simpson REP| Corte de Apelaciones del 2nd Distrito
= x - ; Debera relenerse en su cargo en la Corte

) 4
> Val Demings DEM| © Naomi Esther Blemur DEM| 4 Apelaciones del Sequndo Distito &
© Dennis Misigoy LPF Justice of the Supreme Court Juez Patricia Joan Kelly?
®) Shall Justice Charles T. Canady of the & Yes/Si = No/N
Steven B, Grant NPA\ Supreme Court be retained in office? ' :

= Tuan TQ Nguyen NPA 2nd District Court of Appeal

Shall Judge Nelly N. Khouzam of the 2nd
District Court of Appeal be retained in
office?

Corte de Apelaciones del 2nd Distrito

¢ Debera retenerse en su cargo en la Corte
de Apelaciones del Segundo Distrito el

©  Scoft Franklin
< Keith R, Hayden Jr

Write-in - Candidato Escrito

REP
NPA

Governor and Lieutenant Governor
Gobernador y Teniente Gobernador

Justice of the Supreme Court

Shall Justice John D. Couriel of the
Supreme Court be retained in office?

Corte Suprema de Justicia

; Debera retenerse en su cargo en el
%‘ribunal Supremo el Magistrado John D.
Couriel?

@ Yes!Si < No/No

Juez Nelly N. Khouzam?
© Yes/Si = No/No

2nd District Court of Appeal

Shall Judge Suzanne Y. Labrit of the 2nd
District Court of Appeal be retained in
office?

Corte de Apelaciones del 2nd Distrito

¢Debera retenerse en su cargo en la Corte
de Apelaciones del Segundo Distrito el

Jerry “Tub” Rorabaugh

Carmen Jackie Gimenez
Kyle “KC” Gibson

(Vote for One)  (Volar por Uno)

© Ron DeSantis REP
Jeanette Nufez

©  Charlig Crist DEM
Karla Hemandez

= Hector Roos LPF

NP

=

Justice of the Supreme Court

Shall Justice Jamie Grosshans of the
Supreme Court be retained in office?
Corte Suprema de Justicia

; Debera refenerse en su cargo en el
fi‘ribunal Supremo el Magistrado Jamie
Grosshans?

< Yes/Si < No/No

Juez Suzanne Y, Labril?
< Yes/Si < No/No

2nd District Court of Appeal
Shall Judge Matt Lucas of the 2nd District
Court of Appeal be retained in office?
Corte de Apelaciones del 2nd Distrito

¢ Debera retenerse en su cargo en la Corte
de Apelaciones del Segundo Distrito el
Juez Matt Lucas?

Attorney General

Procurador General
(Vote forOne)  (Volar por Uno)

< Ashley Moody
S Aramis Ayala

REP
DEM

Justice of the Supreme Court
Shall Justice Jorge Labarga of the
Supreme Court be retained in office?
Corte Suprema de Justicia

;Debera retenerse en su cargo en el
Tribunal Supremo el Magistrado Jorge
Labarga?

< Yes/Si < No/No

< Yes!Si < No/No

2nd District Court of Appeal
Shall Judge Robert Morris of the 2nd
District Court of Appeal be retained in
office?
Corte de Apelaciones del 2nd Distrito
¢ Debera retenerse en su cargo en la Corte

Chief Financial Officer
Jefe Financiero
(Vote for One)  (Votar por Uno)

= Jimmy Patronis
Adam Hattersley

Typ:01 Seq:0009 Spl:01

RE
DEM

-

Justice of the Supreme Court
Shall Justice Ricky Polston of the Supreme
Court be retained in office?
Corte Suprema de Justicia

;Debera retenerse en su cargoen el
Tribunal Supremo el Magistrado Ricky
Polston?

< Yes!/Si © No/No

Vote Both Sides of Ballot
Vote Los Dos Lados De La Boleta

de Apelaciones del Segundo Distrito el
Juez Robert Morris?

< Yes! Si © No/No

VOTERS RESIDING IN ONE OF THE BELOW DISTRICTS WILL HAVE
ADDITIONAL VOTING OPTIONS ON THEIR BALLOT.

LOS VOTANTES QUE RESIDEN EN UNO DE LOS SIGUIENTES DISTRITOS
TENDRAN OPCIONES DE VOTACION ADICIONALES EN SU BOLETA
ELECTORAL.

ONLY APPEARS IN PRECINCT 7,
9 & PORTIONS OF 10

SOLO APARECEN EN LOS

ONLY APPEARS IN PORTIONS
OF PRECINCTS 1AND 7

SOLO APARECEN EN UNA PARTE

ONLY APPEARS IN LEHIGH
PORTION OF PRECINCT 3

SOLO APARECE EN UNA PARTE

PRECINTOS 7,9 Y PARTES DEL 10 DE LOS PRECINTOS1Y 7 DE LEHIGH PRECINTO 3
School Board City of Clewiston Lehigh Acres Municipal
District 4 Ciudad de Clewiston Services Im%:o:te;uent District
Junta Escolar Vote for no more than Three
Distrito 4 { (Vote por no mas de Tres) ) Lehigh Acres Distrito de Mejoramiento
{Vote for One)  (Votar por Uno) de Servicios Municipales
© Barbara Edmonds e Aflem?vzta i
< Stephanie Busi - e for One ‘otar por Uno
Sephaie i * Rolando "Roly" Gonzalez _
—_Joe Whitehead S Hillary Hysi = Julie Camp
ONLY APPEARS IN PORTIONS OF | — ey Fiysiope g R wa—
PRECINCTS 2AND 9 = lan Stone

< David A. Lenahan |l

SOLO APARECEN EN UNA PARTE < Michael Swangler

Lehigh Acres Municipal
DELOS PerCID 2 VD < Greg Thompson Sewiceg Improvement D‘::trict
Port LaBelle Community Seat 4
Development District Lehigh Acres Distrito de Mejoramiento
Seat 1 de Servicios Municipales
Distrito de la Comunidad Asiento 4
Portuario de LaBelle {Vote forOne)  (Votar por Uno)
Asiento 1 =
(Vote for One)  (Votar por Uno) © Mike Bonacolta
< Liz Garcia = Tim Cooley
© Naney V. Imhoff © Chris Sola-Mariinez

» HENDRYELECTIONS.GOV ¢«

REQUEST A VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT
SOLICITE UNA BOLETA POR CORREO

TRACK YOUR VOTE BY MAIL STATUS
DE LE SEGUIMIENTO A SU ESTADO DE VOTO POR CORREO

LOOK AT YOUR SAMPLE BALLOT
MIRE SU BOLETA DE MUESTRA

UPDATE YOUR ADDRESS
ACTUALIZE SU DIRECCION

SEE ELECTION RESULTS
MIRE LOS RESULTADOS DE LAS ELECCIONES

GET A LIST OF ELECTED OFFICIALS
OBTENGA UNA LISTA DE LOS OFICIALES ELEGIDOS

CHECK THE STATUS OF YOUR PROVISIONAL BALLOT
COMPRUEBE EL ESTADO DE LA BOLETA PROVISIONAL

FIND YOUR POLLING PLACE
ENCUENTRE SU LUGAR DE VOTACION

GET THE LINK TO READ THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
OBTENGA EL ENLACE PARA LEER LAS ENMIENDAS CONSTITUCIONALES

KNS NN 55 SN SN 8S SN SN AN

VOTERS IN

PRECINCT 4
VOTERS IN PRECINCT NO. 4

Your polling place has changed. You will now go to the
Big Cypress Gymnasium located at 31201 Josie Billie Hwy.

Votantes en el Precinto No. 4
Su lugar de votacion ha cambiado. Ahora iran al Big
Cypress Gymnasium ubicado en 31201 Josie Billie Hwy.,

*x K

*x ok

2nd District Court of Appeal
Shall Judge Stevan Travis Northcutt of the
2nd District Court of Appeal be retained in
office?
Corte de Apelaciones del 2nd Distrito

¢ Debera retenerse en su cargo en la Corte
de Apelaciones del Sequndo Distrito el
Juez Stevan Travis Northcutt?

O Yes!Si = No/No

2nd District Court of Appeal

Shall Judge John K. Stargel of the 2nd
District Court of Appeal be retained in
office?

Corte de Apelaciones del 2nd Distrito

¢+ Debera retenerse en su cargo en la Corte
de Apelaciones del Segundo Distrito &l
Juez John K. Stargel?

© Yes/Si © No/No

2nd District Court of Appeal
Shall Judge Craig C. Villanti of the 2nd
District Court of Appeal be retained in
office?
Corte de Apelaciones del 2nd Distrito

¢ Debera retenerse en su cargo en la Corle
de Apelaciones del Segundo Distrito el
Juez Craig C. Villanti?

< Yes/Si < No/No

No. 1 Constitutional Amendment
Article VII, Section 4; Article XII,
Section 42

|Lin1itatior| on the Assessment of Real
Property Used for Residential Purposes
Proposing an amendment to the State
Constitution, effective January 1, 2023, to
authorize the Legislature, by general law, to
prohibit the consideration of any change or
Improvlement made {o real property used
for residential purposes lo improve the
property's resistance to flood damage in
determining the assessed value of such
property for ad valorem taxation purposes.

N.° 1 Enmienda Constitucional
Capitulo VI, Articulo 4; Capitulo XII,
Articulo 42

Limites Sobre La Tasacion de Bienes
Raices Utilizados con Fines
Residenciales

Proponer una enmienda a la Constitucion
Estatal, con entrada en vigor el 1.° de
enero de 2023, que autorice a Legislatura,
de acuerdo con la ley general, a prohibir la
consideracion de cualquier cambio 0
mejora a los bienes raices utilizados con
fines residenciales que aumente la
resistencia del bien frente a dafios por
inundaciones a la hora de determinar el
valor de dicho bien con el fin de calcular el
impuesto ad valorem.

© Yes/Si

© No/No

Typ:01 Seq:0009 Spl:01

No. 2 Constitutional Amendment
Article II, Section 5; Article XI,
Sections 2and 5

Abolishing the Constitution Revision
Commission

Proposing an amendment {o the State
Constitution to abolish the Constitution
Revision Commission, which meets at
20-year intervals and is scheduled fo next
convene in 2037, as a method of submitting
groposed amendments or revisions to the

| State Constitution to electors of the state
| for approval. This amendment does not

affect the ability to revise or amend the
State Constitution through citizen initiative,
constitutional convention, the Taxation and
Budget Reform Commission, or legislative
joint resolution.

N.° 2 Enmienda Constitucional
Capitulo I, Articulo 5; Capitulo XI,
Articulos 2y 5
Disolver la Comision de Revision
Constitucional

| Proponer una enmienda a la Constitucion
| Estatal para disolver la Comision de

Revision Constitucional, |a cual se reling
cada 20 afios y cuya proxima convocacion
esta programada para 2037, como método
para presentar Eropuestas de enmiendas o
revisiones a la Constitucion Estatal para la
aprobacion de los electores del estado.
sta enmienda no afecta la capacidad de
revisar o enmendar la Constitucion Estatal
por medio de una iniciativa de los
ciudadanos, convencion consfitucional,
Comision de Reforma Impositiva y

| Presupuestaria o resolucion conjunta

legislativa.
© Yes/Si < NolNo

No. 3 Constitutional Amendment
Article VI, Section 6; Article XII

Additional Homestead Property Tax
Exemption for Specified Critical Public
Services Workforce
Proposing an amendment to the State
Constitution to authorize the Legislature, by
eneral law, to grant an additional
omestead tax exemption for nonschool
levies of up to $50,000 of the assessed
value of homestead properly owned by
classroom teachers, law enforcement
officers, correctional officers, firefighters,
emergency medical technicians,
paramedics, child welfare services
Bro!essmnals, active duty members of the
nited States Armed Forces, and Florida
National Guard members. This amendment
shall take effect January 1, 2023.

N.? 3 Enmienda Constitucional
Articulo 6; Capitulo XIl

Exencion Impositiva Adicional Para
Viviendas Familiares de Trabajadores de
Servicios Publicos Esenciales
Determinados
Se propone una enmienda a la
Constitucion Estatal que autorice al Poder
Legislativo, de conformidad con la ley
general, para conceder una exencion
impositiva adicional respecto a

ravamenes no escolares de hasta USD

0,000 de la tasacion de viviendas
familiares de maestros de aula, policias,
funcionarios penitenciarios, bomberos,
técnicos médicos de emergencia,
paramedicos, profesionales de servicios de
asistencia social infantil, miembros en
servicio activo de las Fuerzas Armadas de
los Estados Unidos, y miembros de la
Guardia Nacional de Florida. La enmienda
entrara en vigencia el 1.” de enero de

< Yes/Si © No/No

Vote Both Sides of Ballot
Vote Los Dos Lados De La Boleta

School Capital Outlay Sales Surtax to
Improve School Facilities

To upgrade aging schools through repairs,
renovation, and medernization; safety and
securllr improvements; to improve
technology; to replace existing schools or
build new schools; lo purchase and/or
lease school buses; and to reire related
debt; shall the Hendr}v County School
Board be authorized to levy a 20-year
half-cent sales surtax, with expenditures
based upon the Surtax Capital Outlay Plan
and monitored by an independent citizens
committee.

Impuesto Adicional a las Ventas de
Desembolso de Capital Escolar para
Mejorar las Instalaciones Escolares

Mejorar las escuelas antiguas mediante
reparaciones, renovacion y modernizacion,

mejoras de seguridad y proteccion; mejor:g

la lecnologia; para reemplazar las escuel
existentes o construir nuevas escuelas;
comprar ?uo arrendar autobuses escolares;
y para retirar la deuda relacionada; ; Se
autorizara a la Junta Escolar del Condado
de Hendry a imponer un impuesto adiciona
a las ventas de medio centavo durante 20
anos, con gastos basados en el Plan de
Desembolso de Capital de Impuesto
Adicional y supervisado por un comité de
ciudadanos independiente?

© For the Half-Cent Tax
Par el Impuesto de Medio Centavo

< Against the Half-Cent Tax
Conira el Impuesto de Medio Centavo
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Obituaries should be submitted to Caloosa Belle Independent by emailing
obits @iniusa.org. Customers may also request photos and links to online
guestbooks. A link to the obituaries is available at southcentralfloridalife.com

Malcolm (Mac)

Davis Baker
Malcolm (Mac) Davis Baker was born
November 17, 1928 in Eden, North Car-
olina and passed away peacefully at
home in LaBelle, Florida on October 8,
2022. His wit, kindness, and love will be
sorely missed by all who knew him.

Born to Leonard Jackson and Oph-
elia Davis Baker, Mac was the young-
est of 4 siblings. He grew up in Eden,
North Carolina and graduated from
Draper High School in 1946. He then
attended Davidson College before
enlisting in the Air Force. He proud-
ly served overseas in Northern Africa,
Okinawa, Berlin, and Utapau, Thai-
land. This adventure would also take
him to Eglin Air Force base where he
would meet a young nurse. After a
courtship involving many water ski-
ing adventures, he married Amanda
Lu Sirmon in 1957. Together their ad-
ventures continued to Chize, France,
Las Vegas, Clovis, New Mexico, War-
ner Robins and Albany Georgia. Their
sons, Eric and Michael, joined them in
1960 and 1961. Their family adventures
included many camping trips across
the country. Mac also competed as a
pistol shooter in the Air Force, com-
peting in the national match twice.

Upon retiring from the Air Force in
1971 as a Senior Master Sergeant, be-
ing a supportive and loving husband,
he followed his wife to Gainesville,
Florida for her to attend graduate
school. Their “short” stay in Gaines-

ville lasted nearly 15 years, with a large

CALOOSA BELLE
INDEPENDENH

: To give
lasting print memorials, we offer an
outstanding obituary package with :

expanded space for photos and more :

Our goal is to provide our readers with
a keepsake worthy of their loved ones,
a tangible printed piece that captures a
lasting memory and pays proper tribute

portion spent on their farm in Waldo,
Florida. His notorious “hay operation”
employed many high school and col-
lege friends of Eric and Michael, who
recount their hard work and fun to this
day.

Amanda’s successful career as a
university administrator took them
to Troy and Mobile, Alabama, before
their retirement in LaBelle, Florida in
1998. Since their arrival in LaBelle they
have been faithful members of Carlson
Memorial United Methodist Church,
with Mac serving as a Trustee and in
other administrative roles. He was also
a reliable member of the Methodist
Men. His service to others reflected
his strong faith in Jesus. Outside of
church, Mac’s 1968 Chevrolet Impala
convertible became a fixture in the lo-
cal Swamp Cabbage parade, where he
regularly paraded local officials each
February.

Through his years in LaBelle, Mac
was well known for his mischievous
sense of humor, generosity of spirit,
and constant presence in the lives of so
many. His love for his family abounded
and motivated so much of his life. He
was predeceased by parents, his broth-
er Melvin and sisters Mildred and Mary
Ruth (Ben). He is survived by his wife
of 65 years, Amanda. He is also sur-
vived by his two sons and their fami-
lies: son Eric (Teresa), grandchildren
Matthew (Kyla), Brittany (Tyler) and
great-grandchildren Lorelei, Brynn,
Chet, and Lucy and son Michael (Kim-
berly), grandchildren Kerri (Micah),
Brittany (Christian), and Katrina and
great-grandchildren Lena, Jack, and
James.

Visitation with the family was Sat-
urday, October 22, 2022 at 10am at
Carlson Memorial United Methodist
Church in LaBelle, Florida with a me-
morial service at 11am. Following the
memorial service, there was a recep-
tion in the church’s Fellowship Hall.

In lieu of flowers, the family has cho-
sen donations be made in Mac’s name
the Florida United Methodist Church
Children’s Home - 51 Main Street En-
terprise, Florida 32725

readers more respectful and

personal options.

to those who have passed away.

To inquire about pricing:
email obits@iniusa.org

CITIZENS OF THE MONTH
Upthegrove Elementary honors Citizens of the Month

LABELLE - Congratulations to the May Citizens of the Month for Upthegrove Elementary School.

Pre-kindergarten through kindergarten Citizens of the Month are: Leila Velasquez Garcia, Emmalyn Thompson,
Darwin Cervantes, Camila Jimenez, Delilah Hernandez, Yuliana Bustamante and Natalie Lopez.

First through second grade Citizens of the Month are: Ivan Trejo, Mariah Villa, Savannah Pequeno, Shelby Zilen,
Leilani Santiago-Dominguez, Alexander Middleton, Anahi Ortiz, Leslie Cedillo-Zavala, and Yandel Salguero.

OEFICE

Third through fifth grade Citizens of the Month are: Andreina Escobedo, Itzel Collazo, Isai Cassioan, Delilah Castro,
Crystal Pequeno, Yanelly Pérez-Poblano, Elena Beltran-Gutiérrez, Jordan Paniagua, James Williams, Rachelt Lopez,
Cain L6zano-Norton, Ivdn Gonzalez and Perla Moreno-Martinez.
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ONLINE TEACHING SERVICE

School district contracts with classroom streaming service

By C. M. Schmidlkofer  certified teachers that high quality instructions to  he said, and all of them Emergency Relief (ESSER) is a prime example of that.”
CALOOSA BELLE INDEPENDENT will livestream classroom  our students.” reported they had plenty of ~ funding will be used to pay Swindle said that

CLEWISTON — Hendry instruction to schools. He cited Clewiston High  certified teachersonhand  for the program. classroom management
County School District will The school board School’s physics class, with five or more years of “Basically, what we did was still going to be the
contract with an online has grappled to employ which has students but teaching experience, ready ~ was what our teachers responsibility of the
teaching program to fill teachers for the 2022- no teacher. He proposed to work. Many are teachers typically do, which is six school district, and that
the gaps left by the teacher 2023 school year by focusing on math and who have left the classroom  periods at 60 minutes means finding parents
shortage it is experiencing,  hiring uncertified military ~ science teachers through have maintained their and that works out to I to be present during the
along with many schoolsin  veterans and importing the streaming classroom certification, turning their ~ think $63,000 which, with  livestream events. While
the country. teachers from out of option. focus to programs suchas  benefits, is pretty much he didn’t think that would

Superintendent the country to fill in the Swindle said the option ~ Elevate K-12. what we pay [existing be a problem, he said
Michael Swindle said numerous open slots in could be considered a pilot “Elevate K-12 had a district teachers],” he thought substitute
online teaching isn’t the the ever-increasing school  program for the school very robust proprietary Swindle said, adding that teachers could be replaced
best way in his opinion district. district due to the flexibility ~ platform that I felt very there are instructors for by parents if there were
to run classrooms, but “We are still struggling of Elevate K-12’s contract comfortable with, very just about every school enough of them.
considering the difficulties ~ with teachers,” Swindle which can be discontinued — impressed with and subject including foreign “Again, we would rather
finding local teachers told the board during its without penalty at any inadvertently they had the  languages. have teachers,” Swindle
nearly impossible, Oct. 4 meeting. “And this time. lowest price point for us,” “We're hoping tonot use  said. “We can’t hire
suggested the district is an effort on our behalf Staff interviewed three he said. them except for shoring teachers.”
contract with Elevate to bring teachersintothe  educational streaming Elementary and up that we really need,” he The board voted 5-0 to
K-12, which provides district that’s able to deliver  companies nationwide, Secondary School said. “And the physics class  approve the contract.

TEACHERS

HCSD waives degree requirement for veteran teachers

By C. M. Schmidlkofer
CALOOSA BELLE INDEPENDENT

LABELLE — United
States military veterans
will be given priority for
teaching positions in Hend-
ry County School District.

The school board voted
5-0 to move forward with
a notice of a series of pro-
posed rules during its Sept.
6 meeting, which included a
reading of a “preference for
veterans in employment”
document.

The document states vet-
erans - and in some cas-
es spouses and immediate
family members of veter-
ans - be given preference
in employment, promo-
tion, retention and re-em-
ployment if they meet the

minimum eligibility re-
quirements and have the
“knowledge, skills and abili-
ties required for the partic-
ular position.”

While veterans are com-
monly given preference
over other applications
for many jobs, the school
board is looking over its
policy to reflect recent leg-
islation signed into law by
Gov. Ron DeSantis this
year allowing veterans a
temporary teaching certif-
icate without the benefit of
abachelor’s degree.

Florida requires teachers
to hold a bachelor’s degree
and complete a state-ap-
proved teacher education
program to become cer-
tified to teach in public

schools.

The current document
states that spouses and in
some cases immediate fam-
ily members may be given
preference over other ap-
plicants, however accord-
ing to the Florida Depart-
ment of Education (FDOE),
the allowance does not ap-
ply to either group.

Veterans without a bach-
elor’s degree must meet the
following criteria as out-
lined on the FDOE website:

“A minimum of 48
months of military service
with an honorable/medical
discharge;

Minimum of 60 college
credits with a 2.5 grade
point average;

Passing score on a

Florida subject area
examination;

Employment in a Flori-
da school district, including
charter schools; and

Cleared background
screening.”

Veterans who obtain the
five-year temporary teach-
ing certificate will be as-
signed a mentor teach-
er for a minimum of two
years; must earn their
bachelor’s degree during
the five-year period to be
eligible for a full profession-
al certificate and may not
teach subjects requiring a
master’s degree.

The temporary certif-
icate cannot be renewed
once it expires.

The proposed school

district preferences will
be applied to “disabled
veterans; the spouse of a
disabled veteran or of a
person missing in action,
captured in the line of
duty or forcibly detained
by a foreign government
while in the line of duty; a
wartime veteran who has
served at least one day
during a wartime period;
the widow or widower

of a veteran who died

of a service-connected
disability; the mother,
father; legal guardian

or widows or widowers
who have not re-married
of a veteran who died

of a service-connected
disability or who died in the
line of duty; and current

members of any reserve
components of the U.S.
Armed Forces or Florida
National Guard. Active
duty for training is not
considered eligible.”

Superintendent Michael
Swindle said in July that
the school district would be
actively recruiting military
veterans due to the severe
teacher shortages, which
he said are not limited to
Florida but are state-wide.

Those interested in
employment at Hendry
County School District
are invited to apply at
applitrack.com/hendry/
onlineapp/ or call the
Human Resources
Department at 863-674-
4500 for assistance.

Lehigh Regional Medical Center

1500 Lee Blvd. | Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

Quality. Compassion. Community.

2417
EMERGENCY CARE

| lehighregional.com
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LaBelle mancharged with death of ex-wife

a call from a friend her nor havebeen  responded to the home. Still unable to locate Baunach with first degree
LABELLE — On Fri- of Katie Samantha able toreachher on  During the search detec- Katie, a second search pre-meditated murder,
day, Oct. 10, Hendry Coun-  Baunach, report- her cell phone. tives found a large amount ~ warrant was obtained for destruction/conceal
ty Sheriff’s Office Ma- ing that she was When deputies of steroids within the home, the home and property. physical evidence, use of
jor Crimes Unit officially concerned for her arrived at the home to which Tan admitted be- It was during this four two-way communication
charged 43-year-old Ian safety. She report- and were unable to  longed to him. day search, detectives device to facilitate a felony;
Baunach of Ft. Denaud ed that the night be- 1an Baunach contact either Katie ~ Ian was then placed were able to determine te dead bodv 48 ’
in the death of his former fore Katie had left or lan Baunach, de- under arrest and charged  that remains found on the eremate dead body
wife, 39-year-old Katie Sa-  her two children in her care tectives requested a search ~ with 13 charges of property were those of hgurs after death and
mantha Baunach. to go to the home of her for-  warrant. A search war- possession of controlled Katie. failure to report death to
During the morning mer husband lan Baunach  rant was obtained and dep-  substance without On Oct. 10, at medical examiner.
hours of Thursday, Sept. to retrieve some of her per-  uties along with the Hend-  a prescription and approximately 5 p.m., Baunach is currently
30, Hendry County Sher- sonal items. Friends and ry County Sheriff’s Office ~ transported to the Hendry =~ Hendry County Sheriff’s being held in the Hendry
iff Steve Whidden received ~ family had not heard from  Special Response Team County Jail. Major Crimes Unit charged County Jail with no bond.
STAFFING

HCSO begs commission for more deputies

By C. M. Schmidlkofer  was set to be approved. give them a cost-of-living but we're busy.” voted 5-0 to approve the that budget as to where
CALOOSA BELLE INDEPENDENT “When we come into ask increase and the state of With only two or three additional $158,000 for the funds will be moved
LABELLE — Hendry for something, it's because  Florida will give them a sal-  deputies working a shift, two deputies to come from  from.
County Sheriff Chief Dep-  we need it, not because we  ary adjustment. Intheend, calls have to be prioritized  the contingency fund in The commission also
uty Kevin Nelson begged just want to see abunch of  the sheriff’s department and minor calls get pushed  the proposed budget, with  approved the final millage
county commissioners new people,” he said. felt forced to forego raises  to the back on busy days. a recommendation at its rate of 71000 which is
Sept. 26 to increase its Deputies are current- in favor of hiring the addi- “One highway crash first meeting in October 8.14% higher than the
2022-2023 budget to allow  ly stretched too thin, and tional deputies. takes up the whole shift for ~ to have an amendmentto  rollback rate of 6.5653.
for at least two more patrol  there is danger that with Nelson complained that two or three hours some-
deputies. the growth in the coun- the department only has a times,” Nelson said. e
The department had re-  ty, they won’t be able to handful of senior officers left, Commissioners agreed LOOklng for arreSt reportS?
quested funding for 19 new  keep up with demand even  as most have gonetoother  there is a need to spend the Hendry County Sherift’s Office arrest reports are
positions in the proposed though the City of LaBelle  agencies where they can additional $158,000 esti- posted weekly on the SouthCentralFloridaLife.com
budget, but only got enough committed to paying for make $10,000-$12000 more.  mated to cover two deputy | website. The arrest reports can also be found in the
for four, which isnot nearly ~ two day-shift deputies for Additional deputies salaries, but not sure where | weekly Lake Okeechobee News, available for home
enough to cover the rapidly —increased coverage there.  translate into a better re- it would come from. delivery by mail or on sale in LaBelle at the following
growing population. That will ease the burden  sponse time for the public, Commissioner Ramon locations:
“What I'm going to ask abit. Nelson said. Iglesias suggested it * Big V Restaurant (coin) 32 Hall St.
you to do is try to sharpen The proposed tentative “When they (public) call,  might be drawn from the * Bridge St. Coffee & Tea (coin) 23 Fort Thompson Ave.
your pencil a little bitand ~ budget Sept. 26 left the they sometimes complain ~ catastrophe fund as a * Dollar General Market 50 Bridge St. Ste 500
give us two more,” Nelson  sheriff’s department with ~ we're not getting there last resort to be repaid as * K & M Pharmacy 149 W Hickpochee Ave.
pleaded with commission-  a choice to hire two more quick enough,” he said. soon as possible. Another * Save-A-Lot (coin) 81 S Lee Street
ers during its regular board deputies or give existing “People are upset by the option might be the $4.5 * Whisper Creek RV (coin) 1887 N State Road 29
meeting when the final deputies a raise. Nelson time we get there. We get contingency fund. * Winn-Dixie #0721 960 South Main St.
$98,495,804 county budget  said the department will there as quick as we can, Ultimately, the board
| ' I
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== [njoy spending the night
~ ¥ camping at Fisheating
Creek, surrounded by
== Florida nature. [Courtesy
photo]

R, e AR LS

GLADES COUNTY - Few places in
Florida can match Fisheating Creek
Wildlife Management Area for its range
of activities and wilderness setting.

Fisheating Creek meanders through
banks lined with cypress and oaks. Expect to
see numerous alligators and a variety of birds.
Rent a canoe, kayak or stand up paddle board
(SUP) in the campground or launch your own from ’
the campground or the Main Street access. Fisheating Creek
Outpost offers a livery service with two drop-off points upstream of the
campground, creating options for an eight-mile trip (from Burnt Bridge) or a
16-mile trip (From Ingram’s Crossing). Water levels vary widely; check current
conditions before planning your paddling trip.

The fall is the time to hunt for deer and feral hog on Fisheating Creek Wildlife
Management Area. The best conditions for hunting deer are when water levels
are down in the creek but not so low as to make travel by boat impossible. In
the spring, turkey hunts are popular and usually yield excellent results. Pad-
dling is best during high water, which usually occurs in late July, August, and
September. High water may also occur following winter cold fronts.

Enjoy fishing anywhere along the creek either from a boat or along the bank.
These tea-colored waters are home to bass, crappie, catfish and bream, as well
as the nonnative armored catfish and tilapia.

Fisheating Creek WMA is an excellent place to view wildlife year-round. Wad-
ing birds, hawks, osprey and owls are common. White-tailed deer and Osceola
turkey are frequently spotted and alligators are prevalent. Large numbers of
migratory swallow-tailed kites gather here in late summer.

This area is part of the Great Florida Birding and Wildlife Trail. Enjoy year-
round hiking and bicycling the WMA. Trails are prone to seasonal flooding; the
January through May period offers the driest conditions.

Primitive camping is permitted year-round throughout the area. For full
hook-up RV sites and primitive campsites within the concession-operated
Palmdale campground, visit Fisheating Creek Outpost. The campground offers
restrooms, showers and a camp store. During established hunting seasons, in-
dividuals are encouraged to camp at the Palmdale campground or at designat-
ed sites along Fisheating Creek. Weekends and cooler months are the busiest,
so plan accordingly.

The entrance to the campground is 7555 U.S. 27 in Palmdale. For more infor-
mation, go online to fisheatingcreekoutpost.com/

Kayaking and canoeing are popular on Fisheating
Creek. The Fisheating Creek Outpost will drop off
watercraft at two points upstream of the campground.
[Courtesy photo]

The tea-colored water is the result of tannins from
plants. [Courtesy photo]

This tourism feature was brought to you by Handy Food Stores,
who encourages you to get out and explore your own backyard and all the things our region has to offer!
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-Win a $100 CITGO gift card!

Register at
southcentralfloridalife.com/gasgiveaway

Fill up your tank,
fill up your cup
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NEIGHBORHOOD
STORFE
Serving the Central Florida
Neighborhoods
for over 55 Years

Locations in
Okeechobee,
LaBelle (3) & Alva

% Friendly Service

% Clean Restrooms

< Diesel Fuel (Okeechobee,
Alva & LaBelle - Handy #58)

Now Hiring at
Labelle & Alva Stores

Visit us on or handyfoods.com
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Light up your

business

LABELLE — Join the
Light Up Your Business
contest. Check the LaBelle
page at https://www.south-
centralfloridalife.com/ for
more details to be released
later.

FCT presents
plays

LABELLE — The Fire-
house Community The-
atre (FCT) will present the
murder mystery comedy,
“A Murder Has Been Re-
nounced by Lee Nueller”
on Nov. 4,5 & 6. On Dec. 11,
12 and 13, Firehouse Com-
munity Theatre will pres-
ent “Every Christmas Sto-
ry Ever Told and Then
Some!” For information
and times, call 863-675-
3066 or visit firehousecom-
munitytheatre.com.

Attend a night
of dinner and

dancing

LABELLE — The Riv-
er Bend Motorcoach Re-
sort, 5300 West State Road
80, will host Peace, Love &
Paws Gala with a night of
dinner, dancing and sav-
ing lives on Saturday, Nov.
5. Doors open at 5 p.m. Pro-
ceeds will benefit the Calo-
osa Humane Society.

Shop at the
Outdoor Market

LABELLE — The Out-
door Saturday Market will
be held on Saturday, Nov.

5 and Dec. 3 from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. Shop from Barron
Library, 461 N. Main St. to
Barron Park along the City
Whart.

5K Turkey Trot
is Nov. 5

LABELLE — The La-
Belle Turkey Trot 5K will
be held on Saturday, Nov. 5
beginning at 8 a.m. on For-
rey Drive. To register, visit
runsignup.com/Race/Reg-
ister/?raceld=111767&even-
tld=615263.

Blood drive set

Moss Landing on Aqua
Isles Boulevard will host
ablood drive on Tues-
day, Nov. 8 from 9 am. to 2
p-m. The blood mobile re-
quires an ID. Blood dona-
tion is considered an es-
sential service. You are our
only source to help acci-
dent victims, cancer and
surgical patients. Please eat
something and drink plen-
ty of water before donat-
ing. Each donor will receive
a wellness checkup includ-
ing blood pressure, tem-
perature, pulse, iron count
and cholesterol screening!
For more information or
to make an appointment,
visit www.oneblood.org/
donate-now or 1-888-936-
6283.

Chamber
to shred

documents

The LaBelle Chamber of
Commerce, 125 East Hick-
pochee Avenue, will have
a free shredding event for
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Doron Finn, M.D., F.A.C.S.
General Surgeon
Board Certification since 1990
Fellow of the American College of Surgeons

members on Nov. 9 from 11
am. to 1 p.m. You can bring
a file folder or a truck-

load full of papers to be
shredded while you watch.
Non-members may partic-
ipate for a $20 donation.
All of the shredded materi-
al will be recycled into toi-
let paper!

Elvis tribute to
come

LABELLE — The EL-
VIS Tribute Show coming
to LaBelle as a fundraiser
for the Firehouse Commu-
nity Theatre in LaBelle.
Please get your tickets
now! This was a sold out
show last year. Elvis trib-
ute artist grand champi-
on Matt Stone is the num-
ber one young Elvis tribute
artist in the State of Flor-
ida. He was named one of
Graceland’s Top Ten El-
vis Tribute Artists in the
world! He is a perfect visual
and vocal representation of
the King of Rock and Roll.
Matt Stone has mastered
the persona of Elvis! The
Elvis Tribute Show will be
on Saturday, Nov. 12, at 8
p-m. at the Firehouse Com-
munity Theatre, 241 N.
Bridge St. Doors will open
at 7 p.m. Get tickets by call-
ing the ticket hotline at 863-
675-3066.

Wharf Walk
Artisan
Weekend
planned

LABELLE — Wharf
Walk Artisan Weekend

will be held in downtown
LaBelle on Saturday, Nov.
12 from 10 am. to 5 p.m.
and Sunday, Nov. 13 from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at DeSoto
Avenue Wharf and Barron
Park, 1559 De Soto Ave.
For information, visit www.
downtownlabelle.com/
wharfwalk.

1K Fun Run Walk
is Nov. 12

LABELLE - The IK (un-
timed) Fun Run/Walk
will be held on Saturday,
Nov. 12 at 8 a.m. on Forrey
Drive. To register, visit run-
signup.com/Race/Regis-
ter/?raceld=111767&even-
tId=615265.

Chamber dinner
rescheduled

Due to Hurricane Ian,
the LaBelle Chamber
of Commerce, has
rescheduled the Business
of the Year event to
Monday, Nov. 14 at the
LaBelle Civic Center. The
2022 Business of the Year
will be announced. The
2020 and 2021 Businesses
of the Year will also be
honored. Due to COVID-19,
the chamber was unable
to host the annual dinner
in 2020 and 2021. Meet &
Greet will be 5 to 6 p.m.
Dinner will promptly
begin at 6 p.m. Guest
speaker will be State
Representative Lauren
Melo. For information and
tickets, call 863-675-0125 or
email lchamberofcomm@
embargmail.com.

Chamber social

planned

LABELLE — On Nov. 16,
Riverside Real Estate, 45 S
Riverview St. Suite S, will
hold a Harvest Social at
5:30 p.m. Everyone is wel-
come.

VFW Post 10100
hosts events

LABELLE - The LaBelle
VEW, 20 Veterans Way,
plans the following events:

* Celebrate Veterans Day
on Friday, Nov. 11, with a
luncheon at noon. Free to
all veterans and families.
VEW Post 10100 will pro-
vide fried chicken, mac &
cheese, and baked beans.
This will be a potluck event
and everyone is encour-
aged to bring your favorite
dish to share.

* Friday, Nov. 4, Meatloaf
Dinner, serving will begin
at b p.m.

* Saturday, Nov. 5, Kara-
oke begins at 5 p.m.

* Saturday, Nov. 12, Din-
ner TBA. Dawn Renee’ is in
the House for your enter-
tainment, music will begin
at5p.m.

* Saturday, Nov. 19, Hon-
or Guard will host Taco
Night at 5 p.m. Moore 2
Music Karaoke begins at
6 p.m.

* Saturday, Nov. 26, Din-
ner TBA. Steve White Ka-
raoke will begin at 6 p.m.

* Every Sunday morn-
ing: Biscuits and Gravy at
9am.

* Every Monday night,
Left, Right, Center will be-
ginat 5 p.m.

* Every Wednesday is
Pizza Night beginning at 5
p-m. Dine-in or take-out.

* Every Wednesday
night, Euchre Cards at 5
pm.

* Every Wednesday night
Richard Smith Entertain-
ment is in the house at 5
pm.

* Every Friday night a
jam session will begin at 6
pm.

* Every Friday night
there will be free jukebox
from 6 to 8 p.m.

* Every Saturday, night
there will be entertain-
ment.

This is a SMOKE FREE
VFW. Smoking is permit-
ted on the outside Patio.

The VFW is open to the
public for lunch every day.

Every Monday and
Thursday FREE Tia Chi
Class is from 1 until 2 p.m.
Friday is Red Shirt Day, all
day get $.50 off all drinks
except for soda and dratft.

Moon Lite Madness
is Friday and Saturday
from 8 to 10 p.m., $.50 off
all drink, except soda and
draft.

Men’s Night is every
Monday night from 6 to 8
p.m.

Ladies Night is every
Thursday night from 6 to
8p.m.

Happy Hour is Monday
to Friday 11 am. to 1 p.m.
and 4 to 6 p.m.

Bingo is every Sunday at
2 p.m., open to the public.

Turkey shoot is on the
second and fourth Sunday
of every month at 1 p.m.
Open to the public.

» See Things to Do on page 19

g3 Lehigh Medical Group

1530 Lee Blvd., Suite 1100 | Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

Advanced Healthcare
Made Personal

BREAST | COLORECTAL | GALLBLADDER | HERNIA | SKIN & SOFT TISSUE
STOMACH & ESOPHAGUS | WOUND CARE
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First Thursday of every
month is House Commiittee
Meeting at 6 p.m.

First Thursday of every
month is Veterans Regular
monthly meeting at 7 p.m.

Second Wednesday of ev-
ery month, the Auxiliary
meets at 6 p.m.

Honor your Veteran on
the Veterans Park Wall.
Further information and
applications are available at
the VEW Post.

The post is located on
Hwy. 29 next to the rodeo
grounds. For further infor-
mation call 863-675-8008.

Christmas
Parade is Dec. 2

LABELLE — The Light
Up LaBelle Christmas Pa-
rade will be held on Friday;,
Dec. 2, at 6 p.m.. The pa-
rade begins at Dollar Gen-
eral at N. Main St. and S.R.
80 and proceeds north on
Main St. to conclude at
Barron Park. Festivities in
Barron Park will include
pictures with Santa, mov-
ies in the park and much
more. For parade registra-
tion, call Julia at 239-284-
6182.

Chess Club
meets

The LaBelle Chess Club
meets on Mondays at the
Barron Library, 461 North
Main St., on Monday, from
5to 6 p.m.

Sewing Club
meets

The LaBelle Sewing Club
meets on most Mondays
at the Barron Library, 461
North Main St., on Monday;,
from 5 to 7 p.m.

Audubon offers

birding trips

CLEWISTON — The
Hendry Glades Audubon
and SFWMD offers escort-
ed birding trips to Storm-
water Treatment Area
5/6 on Nov. 5, Nov. 19, Dec.
3 and Dec. 17, a.m. For in-
formation email Margaret
England at hgaudubon@
gmail.com or leave a mes-
sage at 863-517-0202.

Woman's Club
plans Trees of
Joy

The GFFWC LaBelle
Community Woman'’s Club
will host Trees of Joy on
Dec. 2 and 3. They're ask-
ing local businesses, clubs,
families and anyone who
wants to flex their creative
muscles to decorate a tree
to reflect their style and
theme. On Dec. 2 and Dec.
3, they will invite the pub-
lic to the LaBelle Woman’s
Club to view the trees while
sipping hot cocoa, visiting
with Santa and getting in
the holiday spirit. The 863
Alliance will be there col-
lecting toys for the Annu-
al Christmas Outreach for
underprivileged children in
Hendry and Glades coun-
ties. To register or for infor-
mation, email treesofjoyla-
belle@gmail.com.

Moose Lodge
hosts events

The LaBelle Moose
Lodge is open Monday
through Saturday 11 a.m.
to 10 p.m., or later if there
are customers, and Sunday
from noon ‘till 8 p.m. Follow
us on Facebook: LaBelle
Moose Lodge 2398 Mon-
days are hot dog specials.

Tuesdays are open pool
table all day and tourna-
ments at 6 p.m. With taco
and taco salad specials!

Karaoke at 7 p.m. on
Wednesdays! With wing
specials!

Bingo is every Thursday,
from 3 to 5 p.m. Open to
the public with burger spe-
cials all day.

Saturdays has special
dinners from 5 to 7 p.m.

Sundays is brunch from
noon to 3 p.m.

Not a member? Stop by
and check us out, Guests
are welcome! The lodge is
located at 230 Jaycee Lions
Dr. in LaBelle. For informa-
tion, call 863-230-6154.

Kiwanis hosts
Kids Day

Kiwanis Kids Day has
been rescheduled to Jan.
21, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
Barron Park. Join in the fun
with games, entertainment,
food, face painting, bounce
houses and lots of vendors.
The LaBelle High School
Kiwanis Key Club and
West Glades Middle School
Builders Club students will
be on hand to add to the
excitement. Save the date

- bring your friends and
family. Come join in the fun,
food, entertainment and
many community vendors
which gives everyone a
chance to learn about the
many services available

to everyone in LaBelle.

If interested in being a
vendor or entertainer,
please contact Nikki at 239-
564-2005.

Woman's Club to
meet

You're Invited! The pub-
lic is welcome to come to
GFWC LaBelle Commu-
nity Woman’s Club, 382 W
Hickpochee Ave. next to
Ace Hardware on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month
September through May.
The social starts at 6 p.m.
with the business meeting
starting at 6:30 p.m.

Transportation
for veterans
available

Transportation is avail-
able for to and from the
Affairs Medical Center
in West Palm Beach and
the VA clinic in Cape Cor-
al. Vans can only trans-
port two at a time and
they must sit in the back
seats. Veterans must wear
mask at all times while in
the van, the service can-
not transport wheelchairs
. Van scheduling num-
ber 863-675-5255. Dis-
abled American Van
Transport to West Palm
Beach VAMC on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday,
leaving at 5:30 a.m. return
11 a.m. Disabled Ameri-
can Van Transport to Lee
County (Cape Coral Clin-
ic) on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday leaving at 5:30
a.m. return 11 am.

Hope
Connection
Senior Services

All seniors 60 and up are
invited to come to Hope
Connections on Cowboy
Way just east of the air-
port for a hot free luncheon
Monday through Fridays.
Sign up for transportation
if needed. Enjoy comradely,
games, social contact, new
friends and information
about community and med-
ical help. Call 863-675-1576

» See Things to Do on page 20

1060 S. MAIN ST. Appliance Sales

«'ﬂlrErs .

LABELLE ® & Service
“SERVICE" ® Mattresses
Beside Handy Is Our Most important Product ®  Furniture
South Hwy 29.

U
Qﬁ”l'ne & Apv\v""‘p

® Financing

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE
David White & Bobby White

Factory Authorized Sales & Service Dealers

www.whitesfurnitureandappliances.com

863-675-0717 B -~

Rhodes Aluminum & Concrete

* Screen Enclosures
* Room Additions
e Carports
* Awnings
* Roof Overs
Specializing in Complete Aluminum

and Concrete Set-Ups

CURT RHODES
(863) 675-4627 = LaBelle, Florida

CRCO 26278

“It’s more than what we do. It’s who we are.”

o ’

Q(lﬂ(/(/i‘
€

SERVING OUR CUSTOMERS
SINCE 1992

Full Service, Maintenance and Repair

AlDelco &
737 S. Bridge Street * 863.675.1032
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for more information.

Church offers
grief support
group

LABELLE — Have you
experienced the loss of
someone you love? Has
there been a struggle to
move forward since that
loved one has been gone?
Do you feel like no one tru-
ly understands what you
are going through? Do you
wonder why anger, depres-
sion, loneliness, impatience,
irritation and frustration
seem to define your life
now? Join a group of people
who are on a similar jour-
ney. Find compassion, sup-
port and hope together in
GriefShare. This support
group meets in the Grace
building of Caloosa Bap-
tist Church, 550 W. Hick-
pochee Ave. in LaBelle. To
register; call or text Cindy
at 863-673-3855.

Garden Club is
back!

LaBelle Garden Club
meets the fourth Mon-
day of the month at 7 p.m.
at the Dallas Townsend
Center at 1085 Pratt Blvd
- across from the Health
Department. Anyone can
bring any plant or gar-
den produce to exchange
or share. Bring any plants
that need identifying, any
questions or local features
happening. If anyone wants
to share a treat for light
refreshments, it’s always
welcome! For more infor-
mation please call or text
Nikki 239-564-2005.

Salvation Army
distributes food

On Wednesdays from
9-11 a.am. (and 1-3 p.m. if
food is still available) the
Salvation Army gives free

food to needy families. It

is easy to sign-up to be
eligible for once a month
pickup. Anyone may make
donations to the Salvation
Army food pantry between
9-5 weekdays. Clubs and
groups are encouraged to
host food drives to help
stock their food pantry. For
info, call Greg at 863-517-
1088.

Christ Central
distributes food

Christ Central Church on
East SR80 hosts a food dis-
tribution every Thursday
morning. First time recipi-
ents sign up, otherwise, line
up for free food.

AA meets in
LaBelle

Alcoholics Anonymous
meets in LaBelle at the fol-
lowing locations.

* Hispanos de LaBelle,
462 E. Cowboy Way, meets
on Sundays at 9 a.m. and
Mondays and Fridays at 8
p-m. (Spanish)

* Good Shephered
Church, 1098 Collingswood
Pkwy., Port LaBelle Group
meets on Sundays at 7
p-m., hosts a discussion
meeting on Fridays at 7
p-m, and “As Bill Sees it” on
Saturdays at 9 am.

¢ First Christian Church,
138 Ford Ave., LaBelle
Group holds “12&12” meet-
ing on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.,
a discussion meeting on
Thursdays at 7 p.m., and
an Early Bird meeting on
Wednesdays at 7 a.m.

The AA 24-hour phone
line is: 239-275-5111.

For more information
about AA meetings, go on-
line to https://www.aa.org/

LaBelle
Christmas Boat

Parade

LABELLE — The
LaBelle Christmas Boat

Parade, hosted by East
Coast Marine, will be held
on Wednesday, Dec. 21.
Departure time is 7 p.m.
and begins at Barron Park,
1559 De Soto Ave. The
parade will be lead by the
Hendry County Sherift’s
Department. All interested
boaters/skippers contact
the East Coast Marine at
721 N. Bridge St., by phone
at 863-674-1680, or by email
at nellie4898@gmail.com.
There will be first, second
and third place prices for
decorated boats.

American Legion
Post 130

events

American Legion Post
130 is located at 699 S.R. 80
West, across from the Shell
Station. For further infor-
mation: 863-675-8300. Up-
coming events include the
following.

* Pizza & Hot Dogs avail-
able: 11 a.m. till close, Sun-
day thru Thursday; 11 a.m.
-lam. Friday and Satur-
day; 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. - Happy
Hour, Monday - Friday.

* Nowv. 4, 11,18, 25 - Fri-
day FISH FRY - 57 p.m.
$11; Assorted fish (baked or
fried), crabcakes, chicken
& chicken nuggets, baked
potato or french fries, cole
slaw, roll; Public welcome!
Dine In or take out. Kara-
oke from 711 p.m.

« Nov. 4, 5; 11, 12; 18, 19; 25,
26 - Friday & Saturdays -
Karaoke 711 p.m.

* Nov. 11- Friday - Veter-
an’s Day — Ceremony 11 am.
at Park followed by lunch
at the American Legion.

* Nov. 24 - Thanksgiving

American Legion Post
130 Meetings: All members
welcome.

* Nov. 2 - first Wednes-
day - 7 p.m. - American Le-
gion Riders meeting.

* Nov. 3 -first Thursday
-7 p.m.-DAV - Disabled
American - meeting at
Christ Central Church on

East SRS0.

* No. 9 - second Wednes-
day - 7 p.m. - SAL-Sons of
the American Legion

* Nov. 10 - second Thurs-
day - 6:30 p.m. - Ameri-
can Legion E-Board; 7 p.m.
General Meeting - Com-
mander Myra Johnson.

* Nov. 17 - third Thursday
- 6 p.m. - American Legion
Auxiliary

American Legion Post
130 is located at 699 SR80
West, across from the Shell
Station. Call 863-675-8300
for more information.

Blue Star
Mothers

Do you have, or do you know
someone who has, a child in the
Military? We would love to keep
you company along the often
challenging, but always reward-
ing journey of being a Military
Mom! Blue Star Mothers of
America s a national, non-prof-
it 501(c)3 service organization
which serves our troops, and
our military families through
programs, activities, and ser-
vice projects. We are mothers,
stepmothers, grandmothers,
foster mothers, and female le-
gal guardians in Lee, Collier
and Hendry counties who have
children serving in the military,
guard or reserves. Our mission
is to support our military, mil-
itary families, and each other,
while promoting patriotism. If
you are interested in finding out
more about Gulf Coast FL-12
Blue Star Mothers, please con-
tactus. Email: President. FL12@
BlueStarMothers.us or visit our
website: GCFBSMweebly.com.

Visit the DAV
Flea Market

LABELLE — LaBelle
Disabled American Flea
Market is held on Satur-
days, from 8 am. to1p.m,
at 228 Miller Avenue.

We want your news!

Have an event to add to this column? Clubs,
organizations and churches are welcome to
send community event items to cbhnews@iniusa.
org. Deadline for the December edition of the
Caloosa Belle Independent is Nov. 18. You can
also post news items on our website calendar at
southcentralfloridalife.com at no charge.

Take us with
you wherever

you go
Go
paperless
e While staying
‘ informed
® o0n the latest
news around
the lake

Read every story and ad just as
they appear in the print edition
of the newspaper.

New editions available before
5am - perfect for early
morning risers and travelers.

Increase type size for easy
reading.

The e-edition Saaias X URTI

also gives favorite electronic
access to devices, including tablets
TV grids and

and smartphones. Text
available in several
languages.

puzzles!

D
| |..|".:||
i f ! et
< . I.IE I
' U

SouthCentralFlorida
Life.com/subscribe
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SAFETY

Access road cut off from Moss Landing

By C. M. Schmidlkofer
CALOOSA BELLE INDEPENDENT

LABELLE — Moss
Landing residents may be
getting closer to having ac-
cess road problems re-
solved after a discussion
between a resident and the
Clewiston Board of Com-
missioners Oct. 18.

Nikki Yeager, a Moss
Landing resident who
has spearheaded efforts
to make the intersection
on SR 80 and Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Blvd. safer for
the 55-plus mobile home
community, told the com-
mission the only alterna-
tive route to the highway,
Shady Oaks Lane, has been
blocked off, forcing resi-
dents to travel through the

Belle Arbor housing devel-
opment on Aqua Isles Blvd.

“It's a major problem,”
Yeager said. “Especially
when all of the northerners
come down and they can’t
see, and they can’t hear”

It is not the first
discussion residents have
had with the commission
regarding the intersection
and possible relief, the
latest one in March,
wherein it was pointed out
the Florida Department
of Transportation
(FDOT) was responsible
for the roadway and is
undertaking a study to
determine if a traffic signal
there is warranted.

But that might take
several years, and City

Attorney Derek Rooney
suggested FDOT might
move the project up if the
city expressed an interest
in installing a signal itself.

“They don’t want the city
to do that,” he said.

FDOT is undertaking a
study of the intersection
before committing to any
changes to the intersection,
Mayor Julie Wilkins
said, adding she would
prefer the closed road be
reopened to Moss Landing
residents could access it.

Initially, Yaeger thought
the road through Belle
Arbor was private, but the
commission said it had
been returned to the city;,
but not for maintenance
purposes.

TRAFFIC

Workshop on SR 29 rescheduled

SPECIAL TO CALOOSA BELLE
INDEPENDENT

The Florida Department
of Transportation (FDOT)
has rescheduled a work-
shop for the SR 29 Proj-
ect Development & Envi-
ronment (PD&E) Study
Re-evaluation from CR
80A (Cowboy Way) to
north of CR 731 (Whidden
Road) in Hendry County.

The in-person meet-
ing will now take place on
Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022
at 5 p.m. at the original lo-
cation — LaBelle Civic Cen-
ter; 481 W. Hickpochee Ave.,
LaBelle, Florida 33935, and
the virtual meeting will
now take place on Thurs-
day, December 1, 2022 at
6 p.m. The public meeting
was originally scheduled
in-person for Wednesday,
October 26, 2022, and virtu-
ally on Thursday, October
27,2022. Meetings for this
project are being resched-
uled due to Hurricane Ian.

The purpose of
this PD&E Study Re-
evaluation is to improve
traffic operations, access,
and mobility along SR
29. FDOT anticipates
this project will also
enhance safety along the
project corridor; improve
emergency evacuation; and
improve access between
Hendry and Glades

Counties. The project

will widen sidewalks
along the corridor and
look at improvements at
the intersections of SR

29 and Cowboy Way, SR
80 at Main Street and
Bridge Street, and Park
Avenue at Main Street
and Bridge Street. The no-
build alternative, where
no improvements other
than routine maintenance
are made to SR 29, will
remain viable throughout
the remainder of this
study. The PD&E Study
Re-evaluation Workshop
is being held to present
information regarding the
proposed design to SR 29
and to gather feedback
from the public.

You can participate in
the workshop live online or
in-person. The same materi-
als will be displayed at both
the online and in-person
events, and will also be post-
ed by November 23, 2022 on
the project website.

IN-PERSON OPTION:
Attend the in-person
alternatives public
workshop on Wednesday,
November 30, 2022, at
LaBelle Civic Center; 481 W
Hickpochee Ave., LaBelle,
Florida 33935. Visit the in-
person meeting any time
between 5 and 7 p.m. to
view the project video and

displays, speak with project
team members and submit
comments or questions.

LIVE ONLINE OP-
TION: Attend virtual-
ly on Thursday, Decem-
ber 1 starting at 6 p.m. This
event will include a view-
ing of the project video and
alive question-and-answer
component with the proj-
ect team. Meeting mate-
rials will be posted to the
project website swflroads.
com/project/417878-8 by
November 23, 2022. Please
review the materials be-
fore attending the virtual
event. Register in advance
by visiting https://attend-
ee.gotowebinar.com/regis-
ter/59447723345688090637
or on the project website.
Once registered, attendees
will receive a confirmation
email containing informa-
tion about joining the work-
shop online. Please note, In-
ternet Explorer cannot be
used to register or attend
this event.

WEBSITE: View
all materials online
at swilroads.com/
project/417878-8.
Comments can be provided
through the project website
and questions can be
answered by calling the
FDOT project manager
David Agacinski at 239-225-
1924.

LOOKING TO

BUY OR SELL

Always working

hard for you!

Serving LaBelle &
surrounding areas

Micah Mims

239-872-5405

micahdarbymimsre@gmail.com

CENTURY 21 SUNBELT REALTY
13640 Six Mile Cypress Pkwy, Ft Myers, FI 33912

shop downtown
Qutdoor Saturday Market

Music Sponsored by

COX

Air Conditioning, Inc.
863-675-0022

=

Family Eye Care

Shop from Barron Library to Barron Park along the City Wharfl

Ist Saturday of the Month:
Nov 0. Dec 4. Jan 7. Feb 4. Mar 4

9am to Z2pm

Event Sponsored in Part by

@ Riverside

“ReE*AsL E+SeT+A-T+E, IsN=C.

Shop

Loc,
€hdopg) ‘J
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Ilff‘s Easy!

Submi’i Your Free inine Clussiﬁed A_d Toduy at HoridaClassifieds.newszap.com - Click on Classifieds

To place a classifieds ad in Lake Okeechobee News or Caloosa Belle Independent over the phone, call 877-353-2424
More legals may be found on southcentralfloridalife.com and the statewide legal site floridapublicnotices.com

* Online for 4 weeks - 400 words + 4 photos

- Absolutely FREE!

- Post your ads in our papers for as little as °8 each

email:
classads@iniusa.org

Garage/ Garage/ Garage/ Garage/
Yard Sales Yard Sales Yard Sales Yard Sales

Employment - Employment -
Full Time Full Time

LABELLE CHAPTER 144

1DIANY

Community Market

EVERY SATURDAY FROM
8a.m.-3p.m.

20 x 20 Spot $15.00
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd
SR 80 and Miller Ave
Please Support Your
Disabled American Veterans

JALL 863-612-0300
FOR MORE INFO
F REE PARKING

Hendry County Clerk of Courts is seeking
applications for a full-time
EINANCE DIRECTOR
Technical, administrative and supervisory
work involved in the administration of the
County Finances Department. Complete re-
sponsibility for all phases of accounting and
auditing. Responsible for insuring that policies
and procedures adhere to generally accepted
accounting principles and comply with provi-
sions of law. Work requires mature, indepen-
dent judgement and the use of accounting
skills and knowledge of the county govern-
mental organization to analyze, evaluate and
report on budget matters. This is a FT posi-
tion with full benefits. Pay dependent upon
experience. Applications must be received at
he Clerk of Courts office at 25 E Hickpochee
Avenue, LaBelle, Florida 33935 or emailed to
employement@hendryclerk.org. A complete
job posting and application form is available
on the Hendry County Clerk of Courts website

at www.hendryclerk.org.

To give readers more respectful and
¢ lasting print memorials, we offer an
outstanding obituary package with

CALOOSA BELLE 4
INDEPENDEN4E

personal options.

Our goal is to provide our readers with

a keepsake worthy of their loved ones,

ey —— & atangible printed piece that captures a

- e @ |asting memory and pays proper tribute
- to those who have passed away.

To inquire about pricing:
email obits@iniusa.org

expanded space for photos and more

Lake

Okeechobee
News

NEIGHBORHOODV

CALOOSA BELLE -
INDEPENDENE

With gas prices so high,
Lake Okeechobee News,
Caloosa Belle Independent
and Handy Food Store
are teaming up to help you
find fun, short trips.

SouthCentral
FloridaLife.com/

FLtankful

Financial Rentals
Business Office Space -
Opportunities Rent

NOTICE

INDIVIDUAL
Independent Newspa- OFFICE SPACE
pers will never accept AVAILABLE IN
any advertisement LABELLE
that is illegal or consid- Starting at $600/mo.
ered fraudulent. In all Call TOM @ Domain
cases of questionable Realty 239-285-8606.
value, such as prom-
ises of guaranteed
income from work-at- =
home programs - if it Fl“d more
sounds too good to P
be true, chances are dlgltal
that it is. If you have news
questions or doubts
about any ad on these coverage
pages, we advise that - 1
before responding or online!
sending money ahead
of time, you check Support
with the Better Busi- H
ness Bureau at 772- ?ommu_n 1
878-2010 for previous journalism
complaints. with a digital
some 800 and 900 || Subscription to
telephone  numbers our website
may require an extra
charge, as well as long for $5.99 a
distance toll costs. | jmonth (plus tax)
We will do our best
to alert our reader of Visit
these charges in the
ads, but occasionally | | SouthCentral
we may not be aware - .
of the charges. There- FloridalLife.
fore, if you call a num- =
ber out of your area, com/SUbsc"be
use caution.

Mark Your

Calendars!

Send us your events for
our December edition!

The deadline to submit news
is Friday, November 18.

Email cbnews@iniusa.org
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Hendry Regional Convenient Care Center
450 S Main Street | LaBelle, Florida
863-675-2356

HOME is where your HEALTH is

HENDRY REGIONAL www.HRMC.us
7R

MEDIGAL GENTEH 863-902-3000

“Where [t's All About Getting Better’
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I Think it's Time!
Let's Sell the Farm!
AGRICULTURAL LAND

WEISELEIEAND

Call or Text Direct 239-872-7653

FORT MYERS 12 ACRES & BUSINESS $-41 SOLD
PUNTA GORDA 220+ ACRES SR 31 SOLD
PUNTA GORDA 30 ACRES AT I-75 & HWY 17

FORT MYERS 7.5 ACRES RV-BOAT SALES-STORAGE SITE
FORT MYERS 4 ACRES AT COLONIAL BLVD SOLD
FORT MYERS 11 ACRES AT I-75 AT BAYSHORE RD

o FORT LAUDERDALE 4 ACRES AT HWY 7(441)  SOLD
1| FORT MYERS 25 ACRES AT N. 41 AT SUPER WALMART

FORT MYERS 5 ACRES AT N. 41 BY SUPER WALMART
ALVA RIVERFRONT 10 ACRES

8% | ALVA RIVERFRONT 8 ACRES

ALVA 38 ACRES 17800 TAYLOR RD

¥ BUCKINGHAM 40 ACRES, PEACE RD SOLD
85 | BUCKINGHAM 47 ACRES AG-2 BUCKINGHAM RD ~ SOLD

220 ACRES OF
AGRICULTURAL
LAND

ON SR 31 WITH OVER 2,000 FEET OF ROAD
FRONTAGE. POSSIBILITIES INCLUDE TREE
FARM, GRASS FARM, SHELL PIT, FILL DIRT.

$3,500,000

I | FORT MYERS .+ 1cres o451 savsHore SOLD

FORT MYERS 2.5 ACRES I-75 AT BAYSHORE RD (78)
ALVA 34 ACRES BEDMAN CREEK SOLD
FORT MYERS 2.3 ACRES METRO PARKWAY SOLD

FORT MYERS 2 INDUSTRIAL LOTS COTTON LN D.0. READY TO BUILD

FORT MYERS 1.3 ACRES CPD I-75 AT BAYSHORE RD
FORT MYERS 1.25 ACRES C1-A I-75 AT BAYSHORE RD
ALVA RIVER FRONT HOME SITE-LARGE DOCK, BOAT SLIP
ALVA RIVER FRONT HOME SITE

$5,900,000
$3,500,000
$3,500,000
$3,200,000
$2,900,000
$1,950,000
$1,900,000
$1,750,000
$1,750,000
$1,700,000
$1,600,000
$1,600,000
$1,200,000
$990,000
$890,000
$890,000
$845,000
$800,000
$790,000
$595,000
$495,000
$489,000
$395,000

PUNTA GORDA 23 AcRES 15810 HUGHS BLACK RD OFF BABCOCK RANCHRD SOLD $300,000

ALVA 5 ACRES North River Road
ALVA LUXURY HOME SITE 18511 TELEGRAPH CREEK LN SOLD

$289,000
$189,000

Re/Max Hall Of Fame Sales Award ¢ Platinum Sales Award ¢ Re/Max Leaders & Leg

[FYOU WANTIT SOLD  239.872.7653

RE/MAX
REALTY TEAM |

OWNER AGENT

DariusCochran@aol.com

#1 RE/MAX OFFICE IN SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

Darius L. Cochran

DariusLCochran@gmail.com

ends Publication ® Chairman Sales Award
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